
 

 

DISTRICT INFORMATION  

District Name: De Queen Public Schools 

LEA Number: 6701 

Superintendent Name:  Bruce Hill 

Address:  P.O. Box 950 

City/State/Zip:  De Queen, AR 7182 

Phone Number:  870-584-4312 

E-mail Address:  bhill@dequeenleopards.org 

The number of days the district missed due to exceptional or emergency circumstances in the 
2016-17 school year:  1 

The number of days the district missed due to exceptional or emergency circumstances in the 
2017-18 school year:  1 

Number of days requested for 2018-2019 Alternate Methods of Instruction (1-10):        5____ 

 

ALTERNATIVE METHODS OF INSTRUCTION PLAN 

Describe the alternative means or methods of instruction. Please include within the plan how 
technology and resources would be available to the students if needed.  

The De Queen School District is 76% free and reduced.  A significant number of the students in 

the De Queen School District have no access to computers or the Internet at home.  Therefore, 

all students in our district will be given assignment packets to take home. Each student will 

receive a packet of work to be completed in the event of the school being closed. Five packets 

will be sent home labeled Day1, Day 2, Day 3, Day 4, and Day 5. On the first AMI day students 

should complete the packet marked Day 1. If the school is closed another day (whether 

consecutive or not), the student should complete the next packet in order. The students will have 

3 days after returning to school to turn in the assigned work. If the student does not complete the 

work, he/she will be counted ABSENT for the AMI day and will receive a grade of 0 for each of 

the assignments. 

 K-2 students will receive a packet for each day eligible for AMI. Each packet will include a 

description of the assignments each student should complete, as well as the resources (books,  
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pencils, crayons, rulers, etc.) needed for each assignment. Assignments will be given for 

reading, writing, vocabulary, mathematics, science, and social studies and will link back to the 

standards for each subject in that grade level. Kindergarten students will receive an additional 

assignment in art, first graders will receive an additional assignment in music, and second 

graders will receive an additional assignment in physical education or health. It is expected that 

these assignments will provide practice for skills already taught in school (reinforcement) or 

enrichment learning activities to expand learning and will not introduce new skills that students 

could struggle with if teacher introduction is not provided. Teachers will prepare packets by 

October 1 and the packets will be sent home as needed when an AMI day is utilized.  

Students in grades 3-12 will utilize also receive packets.  Included in the packets for the areas 

that are tested will be assignments based on areas of weakness as identified on Summative 

and Interim ACT Aspire tests.    

Students in grades 3-6 will receive assignments for reading, writing, mathematics, science and 

social studies that link back to the standards for each subject in that grade level. Third grade 

students will receive an additional assignment for art, fourth graders will receive an additional 

assignment in music, and fifth and sixth grade students will receive an additional assignment in 

physical education or health. It is expected that these assignments will continue the learning 

occurring in the classroom and provide opportunities for practice or extended learning. If specific 

supplies are needed for these assignments, students will receive them from school and take 

them home prior to an event leading to the district calling for an AMI day.  

Students in grades 7-12 will receive assignments in packets as well for each class that they 

attend on a ‘regular’ school day. This will include the electives classes and these assignments 

will link back to the standards for each course and can be utilized to accent reading and writing 

goals. It is expected that these assignments will continue the learning occurring in the 

classroom and provide opportunities for practice or extended learning. If specific supplies are 

needed for these assignments, students will receive them from school and take them home prior 

to an event leading to the district calling for an AMI day, if possible.  

Students in grades 9 -12 who take classes via distance learning will continue their learning as 

current practice in those classes require. Our Virtual Learning Facilitator will communicate with 

those facilitators who teach our students so that they are aware of our AMI days, but the 

learning requirements are usually posted by week, so we do not anticipate any issues in them 

having their assignments.  



Students who attend U of A Cossatot as part of their school day will follow protocol as directed 

from the college administration.  

If these packets can’t be provided before AMI days are used, students will receive them when 

they return to school, and the work will be due by the end of the 3rd day after the packet is 

received.   

Students will be counted present for each part of the day for which a completed work form 

packet is returned to the teacher by the end of the 3rd day following an AMI day. Attendance 

sheets from the office will be used to maintain accurate records. Students not turning in packets 

will be given an unexcused absence for the day/period.  

If possible, as weather forecasts predict the possibility of the need for the district to use an AMI 

day, advance communication will occur informing parents that it is possible that the district could 

use an AMI day. Parents will be reminded of how the district will communicate with them the 

decision, as per our District Handbook. The plan for the district is for the first five  (5) days 

missed in any school year to become AMI days.   

Describe how teaching and learning through the alternative methods of instruction (AMI) will 

benefit students at each school within the district. We believe that purposeful, meaningful AMI 

assignments can enhance our students’ overall learning experience while giving us the 

opportunity to smooth unavoidable gaps in the learning cycle by providing purposeful instruction 

for our students when regular classes are canceled. This will greatly benefit students at our 

elementary, middle school and high school by replacing wasted days with meaningful learning 

activities before the end of the school year.   

 

Describe how teaching and learning through the alternative methods of instruction (AMI) will 
benefit students at each school within the district.  

We believe that purposeful, meaningful AMI assignments can enhance our students’ overall 

learning experience while giving us the opportunity to smooth unavoidable gaps in the learning 

cycle by providing purposeful instruction for our students when regular classes are canceled. 

This will greatly benefit students at our elementary, middle school and high school by replacing 

wasted days with meaningful learning activities before the end of the school year.   

 ATTENDANCE 

Describe how student attendance will be determined on an approved AMI day. 



For purposes of the AMI day, a student shall be determined as “present” is he/she returns the 

assigned AMI work within 3 days of returning to school or 3 days from when the AMI 

assignment is received.  If a student does not return the assigned AMI work, he/she shall be 

counted as “absent”.  Extenuating circumstances will be taken into account on a case by case 

basis at the discretion of each Building Principal.   

TEACHER RESPONSIBILITIES 

Describe the teacher responsibilities and/or contract requirements for an AMI day.  

As previously stated, each teacher shall create an appropriate number of AMI packets for each 

course that he/she teaches. AMI packets shall be reviewed and updated at the beginning of 

each school year.  

 During an AMI day, the teacher shall remain available (by phone or email) during the hours that 

he/she would normally be in the classroom. This will allow immediate access in case a student 

has questions about or needs assistance with an assignment. The teacher will also use the AMI 

day to modify, update, or revise future AMI assignments, and to work on other projects as 

assigned by the Building Principal.  

Describe the classified employee responsibilities and/or contract requirements for an AMI day. 

All AMI days shall be considered as make-up days for classified employees.  If a classified 

employee’s regular tasks are eliminated due to an AMI day (e.g. – bus drivers, cafeteria 

workers), the Building Principal shall consult with the Superintendent to determine appropriate 

alternate duties for the classified employee during make-up days. Possible alternatives include 

online training, CPR, First Aid, etc. or other on-campus alternate duties. 

Describe how the district will communicate with parents and students the purpose and 

expectations for an AMI day.  

The district and each school will place on the corresponding websites and social media outlets a 

description of an AMI day, including the purpose and expectations. A letter will also be sent 

home with every child in their weekly folder or by mail. AMI days will be discussed at all parent 

night events/programs throughout the district. The information to be shared will be on a flyer that 

provides basic information with a Q&A section. The detailed plan will be posted on the district 

website.  Each school will hold assemblies led by the principal for students in grades 3-12. 

Assemblies will cover the specifics of the AMI days, ensuring that students know the 

expectations for submitted work and the consequences of not submitting work (unexcused 



absences and "0" on classwork). If possible, as weather forecasts predict the possibility of the 

need for the district to use an AMI day, advance communication will occur informing parents that 

it is possible that the district could use an AMI day. Parents will be reminded of how the district 

will communicate with them the decision, as per our District Handbook. 

If it is determined that school will be canceled, explain how the district will determine if the day 

will be an AMI or make-up day.  

Immediately upon determination of the cancellation of school, the Superintendent will release a 

“One Call Now” call to all staff and students stating the cancellation and the AMI day.   AMI days 

will be used for the first five school cancellation days. When making an announcement, the 

message will be one of these options:  

(1) Due to exceptional circumstances, De Queen School District will not be in session. Today 

will be AMI day 1 (or 2, 3, 4 or 5). Students will continue learning according to the AMI Plan. 

(2) Due to exceptional circumstances, De Queen School District is closed for all classes today. 

Classes will be made up at a later date.  

(3) Due to exceptional circumstances, De Queen School District will open at 10:00 a.m. today. 

Busses will run on a 2-hour delay.  

(4) Due to exceptional circumstances, De Queen School District will close at 1:00 p.m. today. 

Busses will run 2 hours early.  

 

 

 


