Contact Numbers

Northwest Arkansas Education Co-op
(Also includes Ozark Unlimited Co-op)

Dr. Bridget Russell, Program Specialist
479-267-7450
bridget.russell@starfishnw.org

Crowley’s Ridge Education Co-op
(Also includes Northcentral & Northeast AR Co-ops)

Michelle McBride, Program Specialist
870-578-0341
mmcbride@crmail.k12.ar.us

Guy Fenter Migrant Education Co-op
(Also includes Arch Ford Co-op)

Liz Huff, Program Specialist
479-965-2191
liz.huff@wscstarfish.com

Wilbur D. Mills Education Co-op

(Also includes Great Rivers, Pulaski Cty. & Arkansas
River Co-ops)

Karen Fuller, Program Specialist
501-724-6227
kfuller@wilbur.k12.ar.us

DeQueen-Mena Education Co-op

(Also includes Dawson & Southwest Co-ops)

Holli Boyett, Program Specialist
870-777-3743
Holli.boyett@dmesc.org

Southeast Arkansas Education Co-op
(Also includes South Central Co-op)

Kim Burnett, Program Specialist
870-367-4829
kim.burnett@searkcoop.com

What does the Arkansas Migrant
Education Program offer?

e Summer Education Programs
e Community Resource Guides
e PASS Credit Accrual Program
e Scholarships

e Referral to GED Programs

e Eligibility for Free/Reduced Meal
Program

e Supplemental Instruction
e High Interest Book Distribution

e |n-Home Preschool Instructional
and Support Services

e Grades 9-12 Residential Summer
School

e Help with College and Career
Planning

e Mentoring

e Student Record/Information
Exchange

e Supportive Health Services
e Parent Advisory Councils (PAC)
e Bilingual Staff

e Advance Notification to Other
States

¢ Mexico/United States Records
Transfer
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What is the Migrant Education
Program?

Migrant Education is a national program that
provides supplemental instructional and support
services to eligible migrant children each year.

Migrant children and youth have many needs
that require specialized help and services. In order
to meet the needs of this unique group of children
the Migrant Education Program was established in

1966 by an amendment to Title | Public Law 89-10.

Who are migrant workers?

Migrant workers seek temporary or seasonal
work in agriculture, fishing, or related
industries. They follow the growing seasons
across the country and are largely responsible
for the cultivation and harvest of fruits,
vegetables, and many other food products.

The average income of many migrant
families is below the national poverty line.

The migrant population is made up of
diverse ethnic groups. In Arkansas, Hispanics
and Whites make up the largest groups with
Southeast Asians, African

American, and other racial and ethnic
groups completing the remainder of the migrant
population. While many migrant families
consider Arkansas to be their home base, others
come from Texas, California, Florida, Mexico,
and many other states and countries.

Why give specialized help to migrant children
and youth?

Migrants follow the growing seasons or work at
jobs that are temporary.

e Migrant families may move several times
during the school year, interrupting the
student’s education as well as their lives.

e Migrant labor often involves having a low-
income job.

e Conditions related to the migrant lifestyle may
cause a high incidence of health problems.

e Migrant children and youth may have limited
English skills and/or few successful experiences
in school.

These problems, combined with irregular school
attendance, may produce an overall frustration and
low academic performance. The result is that a large
percentage of migrant teens drop out of school. Since
they are poorly prepared for and have little
knowledge of other kinds of work, migrant youth face
a high risk of unemployment or part of the migrant
work force.

The goal of the Migrant Education Program is
to ensure that all migrant students:

¢ Achieve challenging academic standards

e Overcome difficulties related to the migrant
lifestyle

¢ Develop self-confidence and self-esteem.

e Graduate with a high school diploma or
complete a General Equivalency Diploma
(GED)

e Develop skills that prepare them for responsible
citizenship, further learning, and productive
employment

What makes an individual meet the definition
of Migratory Qualifying Worker “MQW”?

QUALIFYING MOVE FOR MQW

(Does not have to be dependent of child’s move)
0 Due to economic necessity; AND

o From one residence to another residence; AND
o From one district to another; AND

O Took place in the preceding 36 months

QUALIFYING WORK (check one)

O engaged in new temporary or seasonal employment
or personal subsistence in agriculture “soon after”
the move (within 60 days); OR

o did not engage in new temporary or seasonal
employment or personal subsistence

o actively sought such new employment; AND

o the individual has a recent history of moves
for temporary or seasonal agriculture
employment (at least two moves)

What makes a child or youth eligible to
receive services?
AGE
O The child is under 22 years of age

SCHOOL COMPLETION
O The child is eligible for a free public education under
State law

o The child has not graduated from high school or
completed a General Equivalency Diploma (GED)

QUALIFYING MOVE FOR CHILD

(Does not have to be dependent of migratory
qualifying worker’s move)

O Due to economic necessity; AND

O From one residence to another residence; AND
o From one district to another; AND

O Took place in the preceding 36 months

THE CHILD MOVED (check one)

O as a Migratory Qualifying Worker

O with a Migratory Qualifying Worker

O to join a parent/guardian or spouse who is a
Migratory Qualifying Worker



