
November 7, 2014 

Long Range Planning Committee 

6:00 p.m. 

Administration Building, Conference Room 

20670 Walker Street 

Harrah, OK 73045 

 

Art Bode called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

Committee members present: Paul Blessing ton, Art Bode, Pam Manek, Debbie Myers, Trey 

Swan, Larry Fryar, Tami Blomgren, Kenneth Riddle and Shellie Wilson. 

Guests Present: No guests or public present 

The meeting was opened up with an update on previous bond items. Mr. Blessington stated 

that the roofs and air conditioning units were done. The fire suppression system is somewhat 

behind due to State permits. He also stated that 21 TV’s and accessories were ordered at high 

school level and 8-10 at middle school. 

Mr. Blessington also addressed the update on an architect search. The School Board had 

narrowed it down to 4 architect firms. AEG, LWPD, BWA and Renaissance architect. Each was 

given 30 minutes to present to the School Board. There could be a decision on architect at 

Board meeting on October 13, 2014.  The architect firm which is chosen has been informed 

they will have to produce 2 different scenarios as to cost, etc. 

There was quite a bit of discussion on the demographic study that Mr. Blessing ton handed out. 

The topic of how we can sell a bond idea to include new classrooms at high school with 

enrollment being the same or lower than it was when 9th grade was at high school in 2000. 

Kenneth Riddle talked a little about all the changes and rules that apply now compared to then, 

but also stated he would go into detail at next meeting. 

Questions arose as to what would be done with Middle School buildings once those grades 

were moved to Junior High. Mr. Blessington stated that the cost alone to fix the air conditioning 

unit would be in the range of 25,000 dollars. The cost of staff could be reduced somewhat and 

specifically the contract with the maintence firm. There will still be a need for some of the 

buildings such as the old gym, I building and auditorium.  



Danny Boyle asked if Mr. Blessington could give a breakdown of the savings of doing away with 

middle school. Mr. Blessington stated he would have information at next meeting. This 

information would help to explain to public and anyone that asks why the reasoning for this 

move. 

The question as to what would happen to the building and some ideas were brought up as to 

demolish it verses just closing it up. Mr. Blessington said he has some quotes on demo it. 

The question was raised as to why people with school age children weren’t moving into our 

area and some of the response was that our school is not offering the types of courses that 

surrounding schools are and therefore students are transferring out.  The state of our athletic 

field,football, track etc. were another large reason for people moving out of our district and not 

moving in. 

There wasn’t much talk about the athletic facilities this meeting due to the importance of the 

educational side of moving and building more classrooms for that purpose. We will continue to 

go over the areas of concern at next meeting which will be held on: 

Tuesday: October 21, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. in Admistration Building 

 

 


