
October 21, 2014 

Long Range Planning Committee 

6:00 p.m. 

Administration Building, Conference Room 

20670 Walker Street 

Harrah, OK 73045 

 

Art Bode called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m. 

 

Committee members present: Paul Blessington, Trey Swan, Sammy Martin, Danny 

Boyle, Larry Sturgill, Art Bode, Pam Manek, Shelli Wilson and April Halferty 

 

Guests Present: Kevin McBrayer 

 

The meeting was opened up with Mr. Blessington stating that the School Board voted to 

hire Renaissance Architects for renderings, drawings and other related issues for 

approving the next bond issue. Renaissance has experience with other school districts 

such as Deer Creek Public Schools and Oklahoma City Schools. The Board looked at 

four different architectural firms before deciding on Renaissance Architecture. 

 

The architecture firm has been told that the Long Range Planning Committee will need 

to know projected costs on every project that is discussed. 

 

The priorities for the bond issue will be 18 new classrooms, 8 at the high school and 10 

at the junior high. Architects will review the cost for the new classrooms first and then 

the LRPC will then review in more depth the needs for athletic facilities. 

 

The committee took some time to present as many questions for the school district, city 

and architect so they can begin compiling numbers and present to the committee at the 

next meeting. 

 

Some of the questions are: 

 How much home and visitor seating is needed for football, soccer and track 

events? 

 How many lockers are needed for all sports and all athletes in grades 7th – 12th? 

 How much parking will be needed? 

 What is the city easement rule? 

 What is the best location for a new fieldhouse, stadium and field? 

 What are the concerns about city street accessibility and water drainage? 

 What is the current enrollment for athletics for 7th-12th grades? 



 What are the plans for the current middle school buildings? 

 What is the average millage rate for the area surrounding schools of our size? 

 

The LRPC discussed some wants and needs. Some of these are: 

 Softball locker room facility 

 Covered seating for softball and baseball 

 Wrestling facility 

 Cheer/Pom facility 

 

There was discussion on the cost of moving Harrison Street if the decision is made to 

remodel stadium at the current location. Would this cost be for the school district, city, or 

county or a partnership between all parties? 

 

The committee decided we need to hear from the bond advisor on scenarios for keeping 

the millage the same or increasing millage and what the tax increase would be. There 

was much discussion on what projects can be done by keeping the millage rate the 

same or would there be a need to increase millage. 

 

Mr. Blessington will contact Ron Fisher to get scenarios on how much bond dollars can 

the district receive and not increase millage. 

 

There was much discussion on relocating the athletic stadium and fieldhouse or 

remodeling the stadium in its current location. 

 

Public participation: Kevin McBrayer 

The architecture firm that was hired has a person that specializes in marketing bond 

issues on social media. This person will work with the Board and support the Board in 

marketing the bond for a positive outcome.  

 

Next meeting will be determined by the availability of the architecture firm and will be 

emailed to the members and will be updated on the website. 

 

 

 


