
September 15, 2014 

Long Range Planning Committee 

6:00 p.m. 

Administration Building, Conference Room 

20670 Walker Street 

Harrah, OK 73045 

 

Art Bode called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

 

Committee members present: Paul Blessington, Larry Fryar, Trey Swan, Sammy Martin, 

Larry Sturgill, Art Bode, Pam Manek, Debbie Myers and April Halferty 

 

Guests Present: No guests or public present 

 

The meeting was opened up with questions and comments about the campus tours. 

Larry Sturgill felt that the tours were very beneficial. Members felt that more comments 

and questions will arise as a plan for the next bond issue progresses. 

 

Mr. Blessington gave an update on the previous bond issue. He stated that the roof at 

Clara Reynolds Elementary is completely done and there were no leaks during the last 

rains. The cranes did some damage to the grounds at the high school and those will be 

repaired. All of the computers have been dispersed to the teachers and the computer 

labs are up and running. The professional development for the teachers is taking place 

and iPads and TV’s will be ordered soon. Mr. Blessington is hoping that all TV’s will be 

installed and in place by Winter Break and that everything will be ordered. The fire 

alarm systems are still being installed at the present time. 

 

The process and direction of the LRPC will be developed with input from the School 

Board. It is important the LRPC to address the needs and concerns of the Board. At this 

time, the Board feels the District needs additional classrooms to meet the educational 

needs and updated and additional athletic facilities. The district is will be moving the 6th 

and 7th grade to the current Jr. High building and it will become a middle school serving 

6-8th grades for the 2015-2016 school year. The 9th grade will be moved to the High 

school for that school year. The high school will then serve grades 9-12th. The current 

middle school campus will be closed due to the many structural and compliance issues. 

With the consolidation of these grades additional classrooms will be needed at the high 

school and Jr. High.  The athletic facilities need to be addressed and the current 

stadium has to be taken care of either through general funds or with lease revenue 

bonds.  

 



The architectural firm needs to be selected and this will be done by the Board. The 

Board will interview and select a firm through Special Board Meetings in the next 2-3 

weeks. The architectural firm will work with the LRPC. It is important to note that there is 

no requirement that the Board select a firm based on the least dollar amount. This 

selection does require a bid process. Stephen McDonald & Associates has 90% of 

school business and they specifically cater to schools. The LRPC has no say in the 

hiring of architectural firm.  

 

There was much discussion on why the Jr. High building was built, noting concerns 

such as future growth and overcrowding as the main concerns at the time it was built. 

 

Mr. Bode would like to see past studies of moving the Athletic stadium or refurbishing 

the existing stadium and facilities.  He would like to see what was considered when 

talking about remodeling the existing athletic stadium and the cost estimates.  

 

Mr. Fryar told the LRPC that the City of Harrah was the 4th fastest growing city in 

Oklahoma based on population. He would supply the report to the LRPC at the next 

meeting. 

 

Mr. Blessington will email members the population projection study that was previously 

done to review before next meeting. 

 

Next meeting is scheduled for Sept. 29th, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. 


