
Cinco de mayo notes 
 

*Cinco de mayo = Battle of Puebla Day/Día de la Batalla de Puebla (They stopped 
France from trying to take them over.) 
 
 *El 16 de septiembre = Mexican Independence Day (They declared their 
 independence from Spain.) 
 
 -Cinco de mayo is NOT Mexican Independence Day.  It is the day when Mexico 
 won a battle that changed the attitude of the Mexicans and they began the 
 victorious fight to kick France out after they tried to take their country. 
 
 -Cinco de mayo honors the victory of a Mexican army over a French army at 
 the Battle of Puebla on May 5th , 1862. 
 
  Mexican army = 4-5,000 men 
  French army = 6,000 men 
 
1.  Mexico was in debt, in a large part because of the Mexican-American War and 
their own Civil War.  Why does war cause debt? 
 
2.  President Benito Juarez issued a temporary, 2 year stop/hold on all foreign debt 
payments with the promise that payments would resume in 2 years. 
 
3.  The English, French, and Spanish decided to invade Mexico in order to get their 
money.  The English and Spanish decided to accept legal documents promising to 
repay the money later.  The French stayed to fight. 
 
4.  Because of the Monroe Doctrine (said that no country signing the Monroe 
Doctrine could take over any other country---France had signed it), it was illegal for 
France to do what they were doing.  Some say... that their intentions were to create 
a French empire in response to the USA becoming such a world power. 
 
5.  The French were under the power of Napoleon III.  He knew that the French 
could not outright take over Mexico.  So, he, with the help of the Mexican 
Conservative Party, set up the Austrian, Maximilian of Hapsburg as Mexico’s new 
emperor.  He did have help, some Mexicans thought this was a good idea. 
 
6.  Maximilian (who hated the US) was Napoleon III’s puppet and ruled for about 4 
years until Benito Juarez (Mexican president) had him executed. Some say... His 
wife, Carlota, wanted him to rule Mexico.  When the fighting started, she was sent 



back to Europe where she eventually went crazy.  She always believed that 
Maxilmilian was coming for her.  No one told her he was executed.  (1867) 
 
7.  Benito Juarez was friends with President Abraham Lincoln.  The US was in its 
own Civil War at this time.  It is documented that the French were giving money to 
the south to help their war efforts. Some say...If they took Mexico and were friends 
with the south, that the motive was to divide the US and then take over the north.  
(You decide for yourself.) 
 
8.  Texas-born General Zaragosa and Colonel Porfirio Diaz (later a dictator) led a 
battle with poorly dressed and armed Mexican.  The Mexicans defeated them.  
 
9.  1866 and 1867  France withdrew from resistance and US pressure. 
 
10. Union Forces helped the Mexicans after our own Civil War was done.  They 
fought with the Mexican army.  Later, thousands of Mexicans joined our Forces to 
fight after Pearl Harbor. 
 
11.  Cinco de mayo celebrates: 
 a)victory over great odds 
 b) patriotism 
 
12.  President Abraham Lincoln and President Benito Juarez: 
 -were born to poor parents 
 -quit school at an early age to work 
 -studied at home 
 -went to college 
 -became lawyers 
 -were presidents of their country during a civil war 
 -were friends 
Cool, huh? 
 
13. There are now libraries, towns, streets, schools etc. named after Benito Juarez, 
Zaragosa, and Poririo Diaz.  I remember Zaragosa Street, a Benito Juarez 
neighborhood, and a Porfirio Diaz street.  There was also a 16 de septiembre street. 
 
14.  The people in the US make a bigger deal out of it than they did where I lived in 
the states of Sonora and Tamaulipas.  It was a pretty normal day.  There were some 
decorations, I saw schools having children color their pictures.  I saw some flags 
being sold and waved.  I was extremely disappointed with how little their was.  Why 
would the USA make a bigger deal of it than Mexico? 
 


