
Academic Team member, 
 
Congratulations on making the 2019-2020 WMS Academic Team! Thank you for your 
interest and for taking the time to tryout. This has proven to be a successful organization with 
several past individual medalists and team trophies brought home from every competition 
last year. I hope you will find that we have fun, as well! So welcome to the team – I hope this 
letter introduces you to the WMS Academic Team and finds many of your questions 
answered.  
 
MEETS: 
First, I have included a schedule for this year. All meets must begin after school because 
each site is a school, therefore classrooms are used as testing rooms. Meets have to have 
their buildings/classrooms cleared before we can begin testing. Depending on where our 
Meet is, we are usually back at WMS by 9:00 p.m., but students will be instructed to call 
parents/their ride when we leave the facility. It is greatly appreciated when students are 
picked up on time, as this is a school night and can run late.  
 
CAN PARENTS ATTEND? 
Academic Team is unlike Quiz Bowl in that students take their subject test(s) at a designated 
time(s) in a quiet, monitored room. Tests are then scored and results are posted, sometimes 
there is an awards ceremony where students collect their medals and sometimes sponsors 
pick up medals as results are posted. Parents are always welcome to attend.  
 
DOWN TIME: 
Depending on a student’s schedule for a Meet, he/she may have a lot of downtime waiting 
on/in between tests. This is a great time to work on any homework missed for the meet! 
Students can bring cell phones, electronic devices, etc., however, the school will not be held 
responsible for any lost/stolen items. There are usually concession stands, vending 
machines, etc. so please bring money and/or snacks for dinner, as we will not stop on the 
way home. 
 
COST: 
Next, a one-time membership fee of $25 will be collected from all members and must be paid 
in order to attend a Meet. Fees are due by Wednesday, October 9 to Mrs. Morris  or Mrs. 
Orland in order to attend the first Meet. *Cash or checks should be made out to WMS Academic 
Team. 
 
FUNDING: 
We will also be doing a fundraiser this year to raise funds that will help pay for other 
organizational costs. If you are willing to make a donation to our organization, checks can be 
made out to ‘WMS Academic Team’ and, of course, are greatly appreciated! 
 
  



PARENT INVOLVEMENT: 
For the online meets, I will be asking for parent volunteers to help monitor the computer 
lab(s) where we will be testing. There will be different shifts available to sign up for – these 
sign up sheets will be sent home with students closer to the online meets in November, or 
you can email me at any time if you are interested in monitoring. 
 
QUALIFYING FOR STATE: 
The Tournament of Champions at the end of the season is the state meet of Academics. 
Students must qualify in order to attend the TOC in April by medaling in that subject area at 
one of the meets we attend throughout the year. A student can qualify to compete for the 
*TOC Scholar award at State if he/she has medaled in four or more different subject areas 
throughout the season. A TOC Scholar trophy is awarded to the top three individuals in each 
grade. 
 
*Sometimes students will take different subject tests than the one he/she originally tried out for due to 
the TOC Scholar requirements. 
 
CONTACT: 
Please feel free to contact me at any time regarding the information from above, or any 
questions you may have. We are excited to get this Academic season started! 
 
 
-Deb Morris and Rebecca Orland 

WMS Academic Team Sponsors 
772-2270  
Deb Morris dmorris@wpsok.org 
Rebecca Orland rorland@wpsok.org  
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