
Weatherford Public Schools
Weatherford, Oklahoma  73096

Home of the Eagles

FOSTER CARE PLAN

The guidance in the Foster Care State Plan is intended to eliminate barriers to the enrollment,

attendance, and school success of children and youth in foster care, and provide such children and

youth with the opportunity to meet the same challenging state academic achievement standards to

which all students are held. The guidance will ensure that foster care children and youth have access to

the same free, appropriate public education, including public preschool education, as provided to other

children and youth, and that students in foster care are not separated from the mainstream school

environment because of foster care placement.

DISTRICT POINT OF CONTACT AND RESPONSIBILITIES

Under the requirements of ESSA, Section 1112(c)(5)(A), Weatherford Public Schools will designate a

Foster Care Point of Contact to collaborate with the Child Welfare Agency (CWA) to ensure the

appropriate school placement of children in foster care. The role and responsibilities for Foster Care

Point of Contact may include:

● Coordinating with the corresponding CWA POC on the implementation of the Title I provisions;

● Leading the development of a process for making the best interest determination;

● Documenting the best interest determination;

● Facilitating the transfer of records and immediate enrollment;

● Facilitating data sharing with the child welfare agencies, consistent with FERPA and other

privacy protocols;

● Developing and coordinating local transportation procedures;

● Managing best interest determinations and transportation cost disputes;

● Ensuring that children in foster care are enrolled in and regularly attending school; and

● Providing professional development and training to school staff on the Title I provisions and

educational needs of children in foster care, as needed.
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EDUCATIONAL STABILITY PROVISIONS

The district administration shall follow the guidelines set by the Oklahoma State Department of

Education (OSDE) to provide educational stability for children in foster care. OSDE provides the

following guidelines and steps to be taken by the appropriate agency:

1. CWA notifies the Foster Care Point of Contact regarding which students are in foster care;

2. CWA informs the Foster Care Point of Contact about a child placement away from parents or

guardians and or whom the child welfare agency has placement and care responsibility. The

CWA must start collaboration and consultation with the district within 72 hours;

3. Such child enrolls or remains in the school of origin, unless a determination is made that is not

in the child’s best interest to attend the school of origin. The Foster Care Point of Contact and

CWA should consult and make a joint determination in regard to the best interest of the child. In

the event of emergency circumstances, the SWA has the authority to make an immediate

decision regarding the school placement, and then consult with the district and revisit the best

interest determination of the child.

4. OSDE highly recommends that LEAs reserve 1% of Title I funds to transport foster care

students. If funds are not utilized, the district can reassign funds for usage in other Title I areas;

5. When a determination is made that it is not in such child’s best interest to remain in the school

of origin, the child is immediately enrolled in the school of residence by the child’s foster parent

or caseworker. To prevent educational discontinuity, ESSA, Section 111(g)(1)(E) stipulates that

enrollment must not be denied or delayed for children in foster care because documents

normally required for enrollment have not been provided;

6. During the enrollment process, the following shall occur:

a. The caseworker notifies both schools within one (1) business day of making the decision

and sends the required documents to both schools withing two (2) business days of

making the decision.

b. The receiving school shall immediately contact the school last attended by any such child

to obtain relevant academic and other records.

c. The school of origin is required to transfer non-essential records to the receiving school

within three (3) business days of receiving notice from the child welfare agency that the

child will be changing schools.
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STUDENT ENROLLMENT

The district administration shall attempt to remove existing barriers to school attendance by foster

children:

● Enrollment requirements that may constitute a barrier to the education of the foster child

or youth may be waived at the discretion of the superintendent. If the district is unable to

determine the student’s grade level due to missing or incomplete records, the district shall

administer tests or utilize other reasonable means to determine the appropriate grade level

for the child.

● Fees and charges that may present a barrier to the enrollment or transfer of a foster child

or youth may be waived at the discretion of the superintendent.

● Customary transportation policies and regulations may be waived at the discretion of the

superintendent.

● Official school records policies and regulations may be waived at the discretion of the

superintendent.

● The district shall make a reasonable effort to locate immunization records from

information available or shall arrange for student to receive immunizations through

health agencies and at district expense if no other recourse is available. Immunizations

may, however, be waived for foster youth only in accordance with provisions of board

policy on immunizations.

● Other barriers to school attendance by foster youth may be waived at the discretion of the

superintendent.
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STUDENT RECORDS

The Weatherford Public School District will share education records with the DHS that are allowed by

the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA). This allows educational agencies to disclose

without parental consent educational records, including IDEA, of students in foster care to State and

Tribal agencies. The type of documentation that should be shared between parties include:

● Best Interest Determination Form (School of origin; Receiving school)

● Transportation Agreement

● Student’s school records

● Student’s academic schedule

● Records of guardianship and custody

The foster family or Department of Human Services (DHS) will provide the district verification of

guardianship or legal custody documents:

● Power of attorneys

● Affidavits

● Court Orders

DECISION MAKING PROCESS

The Foster Care Point of Contact will facilitate collaboration between DHS, the school in which the

student will enroll, the Weatherford Transportation Department, and district administration regarding

enrollment, transportation, and student records. The Best Interest Determination Form will guide the

decision-making process regarding the school placement of a student living in foster care.

If the child’s school of origin is a Weatherford Public School and the child is placed in a foster home

outside of the district boundaries, the Foster Care Point of Contact will work with DHS and/or the

foster family to determine if the school of origin remains the school of best interest for the child. This

determination will primarily take the following into consideration:

● The wishes of the child;

● The wishes of the foster family (according to state law);

● The wishes of DHS;

● The distance and time required for travel;
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● The safety of the child;

● Any applicable services available at the school of residence vs. the school of origin.

Additional considerations for the most appropriate school placement of a student living in foster care

are found in the Best Interest Determination Form.

If there is a disagreement regarding school placement for a child in foster care, the child welfare agency

should be considered the final decision maker in making the best interest determination (unless State

law or policy dictates otherwise). The child welfare agency is uniquely positioned to assess vital

non-educational factors such as safety, sibling placements, the child’s permanency goal and other

components of the case plan. The child welfare agency also has the authority, capacity, and

responsibility to collaborate with and gain information from multiple parties, including parents,

children, schools and the court in making these decisions.

TRANSPORTATION PROCEDURES

The district must collaborate with the CWA to develop and implement clear written procedures

governing how transportation is provided to maintain children in foster care in their schools of origin,

when in their best interest. If the Best Interest Determination for a student living in foster care has been

made for school placement which requires a special transportation arrangement, the Foster Care Point

of Contact will notify the district transportation department of the need to arrange a meeting attended

by the interested parties, which may include the DHS representative, the foster parent, the school

administrator, the transportation department, and the Foster Care Point of Contact. The

Homeless/Foster Care Transportation Request Form will clarify the decisions made about the

transportation needed for a student living in foster care if the student’s address and school placement

require a special transportation arrangement. The Homeless/Foster Care Transportation Request Form

also addresses the additional costs and the parties responsible for paying the additional costs for

transportation of foster care children.
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RESPONSIBILITIES AND COSTS RELATED TO TRANSPORTATION

Once the Best Interest Determination has been made, the Director of Transportation, the Foster Care

Point of Contact, and the DHS representative will collaborate to determine the most cost-effective

manner of transportation.

CWA receives funds under Title IV-E, and some of these funds may support the transportation costs to

maintain the child in the school of origin. Therefore, CWA must ensure that transportation costs within

the first 72 hours. Foster care parents may agree to provide and pay for the transportation to the school

of origin, but if this is not an option, the district shall ensure transportation for the foster care children

is provided, and reach an agreement with CWA in regards to covering the transportation costs as

outlined by ESSA. The district and the CWA should aim to reach an agreement in regard to how the

transportation will be provided, arranged and funded for the duration of the child's time in foster care.

Additional costs for transportation (whether in-district or out-of-district) will be financed through one

of the following methods as provided for under the ESSA and federal regulation (ESEA 112(c)(5)(B)):

● DHS agrees to reimburse Weatherford Public Schools for any additional cost;

● Weatherford Public Schools agrees to pay for the additional cost;

● Weatherford Public Schools and DHS agree to share the additional costs.

Additional costs are calculated by the district Transportation Office and take into account the

availability of district vehicles, the distance of the child’s residence from the nearest applicable bus

stop, and any related fuel and staffing costs necessary in order to provide transportation. The time

required for the district to arrange transportation varies depending upon a number of factors such as

current demand, availability of staff and/or vehicles, and location of student. For this reason, the foster

family or DHS will need to arrange for temporary transportation of the child(ren) for at least one week;

however, the average time required to establish school district transportation is usually less than this.
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While Weatherford Public Schools generally believes that the school of best interest for a child is most

often their school of origin, this is not always the case. In some cases, the commute time and/or

distance is so great that transporting the child would have a negative impact on the child’s social and/or

academic life. For this reason, Weatherford Public Schools provides the following general guidance on

what the district considers to be a reasonable commute distance and time.

● Commute distance: 20 miles

● Commute time (one way): 30 miles (accounting for traffic)

DISPUTE RESOLUTION

It is recognized that both Weatherford Public Schools and DHS will act with the best interests of

children in mind; however, since both parties are approaching this issue from different perspectives,

disputes will naturally sometimes occur. In the event of a dispute regarding the transportation or

enrollment of a child in foster care the following will be followed:

● While the dispute is ongoing, the child(ren) in question must be enrolled in and attending

school. If the dispute revolves around which school is the school of best interest for the child,

the child shall remain in the school they currently attend until the dispute is resolved, unless

arrangements already implemented allow the child to attend the school of origin.

● The district will provide transportation until such time as the dispute is resolved (ESEA

1112(c)(5)(B)(i)).
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McKINNEY-VENTO  

BEST INTEREST DETERMINATION FORM 
SCHOOL ENROLLMENT OF STUDENT IN OUT-OF-HOME PLACEMENT 

A copy of this document shall be kept in the student’s education record. 
Student’s Name: _______________________________________________________________________  
Student State Testing Number (STN): ______________________________ DOB: ___________________ 
Current School: ________________________________________________________ Grade: _________ 
Previous School(s): _____________________________________________________________________ 
Date of Best Interest Determination Meeting: _______________________________________________ 

Best Interest Determination: A Checklist for Decision Making 
Use the following checklist as a guide to assist with making the determination of what is in the best interest of the child or 
youth. Place a check in the box for each area of consideration that applies, either in the Remaining in the School of Origin 
column or Transferring to a New School. If needed, write notes on additional pages and attach to this form. 

Remaining in the School of Origin Considerations Transferring to a New School Considerations 
� Social/emotional considerations – the student’s 

social and emotional wellbeing will be negatively 
affected if transferred to a new school 
(considerations include age of the student, location 
of siblings, etc.) 

 
� Length of anticipated stay in an out-of-home 

placement location – in light of the anticipated 
short duration of the stay, the student would 
benefit from the continuity offered by remaining at 
the school of origin where meaningful relationships 
exist. 
 

� Continuity of instruction – the student has 
experienced frequent school changes or has 
attended the school of origin for an extended 
period of time, and would be best served by 
remaining at the school of origin (considerations 
include credits necessary for graduation and 
preparation for future instruction). 
 

� Academic performance – the transfer will 
significantly and adversely affect the student’s 
academic performance. 
 

� Unique educational needs or academic and 
extracurricular interests – the student’s special 
educational needs (IEP or 504 Plan) or unique 
academic and extracurricular interests cannot be 
met at the potential receiving school. 
 

� Safety of the student – the school of origin is a safe 
environment for the student. 
 

� Transportation considerations – the advantages of 
remaining in the school of origin outweigh any 
potential disadvantages presented by the length of 
the commute. 

� Social/emotional considerations – the student’s 
social and emotional wellbeing will be positively 
affected or will be substantially affected if 
transferred to the potential receiving school 
(considerations include age of the student, location 
of siblings, etc.) 
 

� Length of anticipated stay in an out-of-home 
placement location – the student’s current living 
situation appears to be stable and unlikely to 
change suddenly, so the student will benefit from 
establishing new relationships with school peers in 
the potential receiving school. 
 

� Continuity of instruction – the student has not 
attended the school of origin for very long and will 
be best served at the potential receiving school 
(considerations include credits necessary for 
graduation and preparation for future instruction). 
 

� Academic performance – the transfer will not 
significantly and adversely affect the student’s 
academic performance. 
 

� Unique educational needs or academic and 
extracurricular interests – the student’s special 
educational needs (IEP or 504 Plan) or unique 
academic and extracurricular interests can be met 
at the potential receiving school. 
 

� Safety of the student – the new school will be a 
safer environment for the student. 
 

� Transportation considerations – the length of the 
commute to the school of origin is excessive and 
may adversely affect the student’s concentration, 
attitude, or readiness for school. 
 

Attach all documents relevant to the student’s best interest determination. Check any that apply. 
� Report Cards/Progress Reports 
� Achievement Data (test scores) 
� Attendance Data 

� IEP Plan or 504 Plan 
� Correspondence from individuals consulted 
� Other: _____________________________________ 
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Best Interest Determination Meeting Participants 
In reaching the best interests determination, the Homeless Liaison should make all reasonable efforts to include or consult individuals 
with knowledge of the student (student’s attorney, parent, parent surrogate, and legal guardian) in addition to representatives of the 
LEA and any other person with information relevant to the best interest determination, including the student, if appropriate. The 
following individuals provided input in determining the school placement. 

Relationship to Student Name Contact Information 
 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 

Best Interest Determination 
� It is not in the student’s best interest to remain enrolled in the school of origin. The student will be 

enrolled in the school serving the current residence. 
Name of School: _______________________________________________________________________ 

 
NOTE: If a change in enrollment is in the student’s best interest, enrollment should take place immediately at the new school. To enroll 
the student in the new school, all that is needed is documentation showing that the student is in out-of-home placement, the address 
of the out-of-placement, proof of authorization to enroll the student in school, and identification of the person enrolling the student. 
All other educational records will be provided to the new school promptly and in accordance with state and federal law. 
 

� It is in the student’s best interest to remain enrolled in the school of origin. 
Name of School: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Interim Transportation Plan 
Complete only if the student will remain in the school of origin. 

While the LEA works to develop and establish a Transportation Plan for the student to attend the school of origin from 
the out-of-home placement, a period of time that could be up to five (5) school days, the student will transported to the 
school of origin in the following manner: 

Considerations for the LEA in Establishing a Transportation Plan for the Student 
Complete only if the student will remain in the school of origin. 

 
In developing a Transportation Plan, the LEA should consider the following needs of the student (add additional sheets if 
needed): 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Homeless Liaison Name    Homeless Liaison Signature     Date

 



Homeless/Foster Care

Transportation Request Form

Date: _________ Student ID: ______________ DOB: ________ Gender: M__ F__

School of Attendance: _________________________ Grade: ________ School Year _______

Legal Full Name: _________________________________________________________________

Pick-Up Address: _________________________________________________________________

Additional Location Information (Name of Shelter; Location of Pick-Up; etc)

Drop-off Address: _________________________________________________________________

If different

Responsible Adult Name: _______________________________________ Phone #: ___________

Transportation Needed (Check One): AM Only  PM Only  AM-PM  Other:_______________

Special Equipment Needed: __________________________________________________________

Student is (Check One):    Homeless       In Foster Care

Student’s School of Origin: ______________________ District: ___________________________

Distance from Residence to School of Origin: ____ mi. Est. Commute (One-Way): ________ min

Closest Bus Stop Address: __________________________________________________________

Estimated Pick-Up Time: __________________ Estimated Drop-off Time: _____________

If applicable, what is the additional cost of transport for this child?     $__________ per month

For Foster Care Students:
Will transportation be supplemented by DHS? (Check One):  Yes    No   If yes, amount: $______

By signing below, I acknowledge we have received and understand the Transportation Agreement.
Copies should be provided to each party below.

Parent/Guardian/DHS Rep: ________________________________ Date: ____________________

Student: ________________________________________________ Date: ____________________

Homeless/Foster Liaison: __________________________________ Date: ____________________

Transportation Rep: ______________________________________ Date: ____________________
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