
    

 

 

 

 

     * SENIOR CAPS & GOWNS 
– It’s time for seniors to order 
caps and gowns for 2021’s high 
school graduation. Seniors 
should check in with Mrs. Moni-
ca Standifird for details.  
     * AUCTION BASKETS – 
Don’t miss your chance to 
contribute to the Kiefer Public 
Schools Foundation’s bi-
annual auction. Classes thro-
ughout the district are accepting 
donations for their baskets. 
Anyone interested is welcome to 
contribute baskets. Deadline for 
baskets is Feb. 4. Contact 
Stacey Murrell for more info.     
     * READY-ALOUD DAY - 
Kiefer librarians want parents, 
students and teachers to know 
Wednesday, Feb. 2, is National 
Read Aloud Day. Take time to 
read a book to someone else.  
    * FOUR-DAY WEEKEND – 
Kiefer Public Schools will be 
closed Feb. 18 for a professi-
onal day for teachers and on 
Feb. 21 for President’s Day. 
Enjoy the four-day weekend!  
   * PARENT CONFERENCES 
– Mark the calendar. Parent/ 
teacher conferences will be 
March 7-8. 
    * SPRING BREAK – Jot it 
down! March 14-18 is spring 
break, and all Kiefer Public 
Schools will be closed. The 
week is preceded by a day out 
Friday, March 11. Enjoy the 
break! 
     

 

Coming Up … 
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nity to learn,” said Trent 

Worley, Kiefer High 

School, Dean of Students. 

“I think that's the whole 

goal, to get kids here so 

that they can better 

themselves.” 

    While Worley said 

truancy isn’t a big probl-

em for Kiefer Public 

schools, truancy is no 

laughing matter. In the 

Oklahoma, students are 

Trojan Pride Press Photo by CODY NEAL 

A BURLINGTON NORTHERN Sante Fe Railroad engine sits on the tracks just 
east of the signal on Alternate Hwy. 75 and 151st Street in Kiefer. 

Train delays here to stay 

By CODY NEAL 

Managing Editor 

and CONNOR CAYWOOD 

Staff Writer 

Trains run through Kiefer 

daily, but at times those trains 

stop on their tracks and block 

traffic at 151
st
  Street, prevent-

ing students and teachers from 

reaching Kiefer High. 

“Wish it wouldn’t happen 

anymore,” said Bryson Hender-

son, a junior at Kiefer High 

school who has been late to Cen- 

 

tral Tech because of a train. 

Blockages such as those at 

Alternate Hwy. 75 and 151
st
 

Street intersection in Kiefer 

cause major congestion along an 

already busy highway. To make 

things worse, blockages often 

occur at the times when students 

are going to school.  

Even a delay of 10 minutes 

or less can cause congestion and 

delays for travelers, including 

students and school district 

personnel. The trains have 

remained stopped for several 

minutes. This leaves cars 

stranded on both sides of the 

tracks, some unable to back out 

due to the cars behind them.  

Henderson is far from the 

only student affected by the 

train.  

On Sept. 15, senior Sarah 

Zapata was seated on a bus 

bound for Central Tech in 

Drumright when a train blocked 

the intersection for more than 45 

minutes. In fact, Zapata said she 

and those on the Tech-bound bus 

waited for an hour without 

moving. As a result, Zapata 

arrived late for class and was 

 

No easy fix for lines at restrooms 
rooms to the facility, something that is a longer-

range plan, not a quick, easy fix. Immediately, the 

problem could be lessened if students used the rest-

rooms for the purpose they were made, he said. 

     If students will “only use the restroom when nee-

ded, not as a hang out,” it would cut down on the 

congestion in the hallways and the restrooms them-

selves, he said. 

     High school counselor Josh Howk said one 

option could be “to increase passing period time, but 

that could also cause additional students taking 

advantage of the time attended.” 

     “Perhaps teachers could let students use the 

restroom during class time without consequences 

because of overcrowded restrooms,” Howk said.  

     Crowded facilities are a nuisance for students, 

teachers and administrators alike. 

     Senior Bailey Kidd said students should be able 

to have time to use the restroom whenever needed 

and not to be penalized. But she also has struggled 

to get into the restroom during passing periods in the 

afternoon. 

     Art teacher Tiffany Capehart said she thinks 

building better infrastructure could help to a point. 

Better infrastructure and managing the flow (of 

students) or even utilizing monitors could also ease 

some of the lines and waiting at restrooms.  

      

 

Traffic issues 

hinder drivers, 

students  alike 
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Freshmen follies 
    Freshman Allison McGuire scrolls through class-
work in the computer lab. 

 

By GABBY COLLIER 

Staff Writer 

     We’ve all seen it. You know, that line trailing 

from the restroom doors.  

     Kiefer High School has more students than the 

restroom stalls will accommodate during passing 

periods. The question is: What can be done to 

address the problem? 

     Kiefer High’s Dean of Students Trent Worley 

said the ideal solution would be to add more rest- 

 

rooms to the facility, something that is a longer-

range plan, not a quick, easy fix. Immediately, the 

problem could be lessened if students used the 

restrooms for the purpose they were made, he said. 

     If students will “only use the restroom when 

needed, not as a hang out,” it would cut down on the 

congestion in the hallways and the restrooms 

themselves, he said. 

     High school counselor Josh Howk said one 

option could be “to increase passing period time, but 

that could also cause additional students taking 

advantage of the time attended.” 

     “Perhaps teachers could let students use the 

restroom during class time without consequences 

because of overcrowded restrooms,” Howk said.  

     Crowded facilities are a nuisance for students, 

teachers and administrators alike. 

     Senior Bailey Kidd said students should be able 

to have time to use the restroom whenever needed 

By EMMALIE MAEZ  

and AUBRIE 

BRIDGEWATER 

Staff Writers 

     Say a student wants to 

take a few days off school. 

That student better be care-

ful because if he/she misses 

too many days, he/she could 

become truant.  

    “I think schools are de-

signed to give an opportu-

nity to learn,” said Trent 

Truancy can carry 
serious penalties 

tral Tech because of a train. 

Blockages such as those at Al-

ternate Hwy. 75 and 151
st
 Street 

intersection in Kiefer cause major 

congestion along an already busy 

highway. To make things worse, 

blockages often occur at the times 

when students are going to 

school.  

Even a delay of 10 minutes or 

less can cause congestion and 

delays for travelers, including 

students and school district 

personnel. The trains have 

remained stopped for several 

minutes. This leaves cars 

stranded on both sides of the 

tracks, some unable to back out 

due to the cars behind them.  

Henderson is far from the only 

student affected by the train.  

On Sept. 15, senior Sarah 

Zapata was seated on a bus bound 

for Central Tech in Drumright 

when a train blocked the 

intersection for more than 45 

minutes. In fact, Zapata said she 

and those on the Tech-bound bus 

waited for an hour without 

moving. As a result, Zapata 

arrived late for class and was 

unable to earn her lab hours for 

the day in the Advanced Health 

Careers program, something that 

is mandatory for her to complete 

the class. 

Similarly, faculty and students 

have arrived anywhere from 5 to 

highway. To make things worse, 

blockages often occur at the times 

when students are going to school.  

Even a delay of 10 minutes or 

less can cause congestion and 

delays for travelers, including 

students and school district 

personnel. The trains have 

remained stopped for several 

minutes. This leaves cars stranded 

on both sides of the tracks, some 

unable to back out due to the cars 

behind them.  

Henderson is far from the only 

student affected by the train.  

On Sept. 15, senior Sarah 

Zapata was seated on a bus bound 

for Central Tech in Drumright 

when a train blocked the 

intersection for more than 45 

minutes. In fact, Zapata said she 

and those on the Tech-bound bus 

waited for an hour without 

moving. As a result, Zapata 

arrived late for class and was 

unable to earn her lab hours for the 

day in the Advanced Health 

Careers program, something that is 

mandatory for her to complete the 

class. 

Similarly, faculty and students 

have arrived anywhere from 5 to 

45 minutes late for school because 

of trains. 

Kiefer Administration 

unfortunately can do little to 

change the train slowing students 

during their commute.  

  _______________________ 

See TRUANCY, Page 5 
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News Shorts 
KHS blood drive  
Planned Jan 31 
     
    Kiefer High School will 

host a blood drive from 8 

a.m. to 1 p.m. Monday, Jan. 

31, in the Event Center. 

    Area health officials say 

blood supplies currently are 

very low. To make an appoint-

ment for donation, call 1-877-

340-8777. 

 

’22 Prom slated for 
March 26 in Tulsa 
     
    Kiefer High school’s 2022 

Junior/Senior Prom will be 

March 26 in Tulsa’s Pearl Di-

strict. 

     Theme for the event is 

“The Roaring ’20s.” Think 

The Great Gatsby, flappers, 

bling and lots of sparkly gold 

accents. 

     Ticket prices have not been 

announced, but it’s never too 

early to start shopping around 

for just the right gown. 

 

 and shoes. 
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A “PUPPY LOVE”-themed basket is 
one of more than 25 that will be up 
for bids at the bi-annual Kiefer Foun-
dation Auction and Dinner set for 
Feb. 5 in Carr Cafeteria on the high 
school campus. 
 

 

Auction features 

meal, class baskets 
From Special Reports 

     Get your paddles ready and 

open up your wallet. It’s time for 

the bi-annual Kiefer Public Scho-

ol Foundation Auction and Din-

ner. 

     The auction is set for 6 p.m. 

Saturday, Feb. 5, in Carr Cafete-

ria at Kiefer High School. Indivi-

dual tickets are $15 for adults and 

$5 for children younger than 10. 

     “It is important that the KPSF 

continue its fundraising pursuits. 

These funds help provide a qual-

ity education for the children in 

our school district,” said Stacey 

Murrell, foundation president. 

“The primary goal of the KPSF is 

to be a private partner of the 

Kiefer Public School system.” 

     Class-sponsored auction 

baskets will be up for bid during 

the live and silent auction seg-

ments.  

     Murrell asked that individuals 

who are unable to attend, but 

would like to contribute to the 

foundation and its programs send 

checks to the Kiefer Public Scho-

ol Foundation and mail them to 

P.O. Box 645, Kiefer, OK. 

74041-0645. Donations are tax 

deductible. 

     Tickets for the auction and 

dinner may be purchased at the 

door.  

     Table sponsorships are 

available for corporate sponsors 

and fall in two categories: “Red” 

for $200.00 and “White” for 

$125.00. Eight tickets are given 

to each table sponsor.  

     “These funds help provide a 

quality education for the children 

in our school district,” Murrell 

wrote in her letter o parents. 

“Since its inception, the KPSF 

has consistently worked to obtain 

resources from foundations, 

corporations and individuals. A 

portion of all money raised is put 

into an endowment which will 

eventually allow the Foundation 

to become self-supporting.  

ol Foundation and mail them to 

P.O. Box 645, Kiefer, OK. 

74041-0645. Donations are tax 

deductible. 

     Tickets for the auction and 

dinner may be purchased at the 

door.  

     Table sponsorships are 

available for corporate sponsors 

and fall in two categories: “Red” 

for $200 and “White” for $125. 

Eight tickets are given to each 

table sponsor.  

     “These funds help provide a 

quality education for the children 

in our school district,” Murrell 

wrote in her letter to parents. 

“Since its inception, the KPSF 

has consistently worked to ob-

tain resources from foundations, 

corporations and individuals. A 

portion of all money raised is put 

into an endowment which will 

eventually allow the Foundation 

to become self-supporting.  

    “The remaining portion is 

distributed directly to the Kiefer 

school system to support pro-

grams when funds are not avail- 

ilable from federal, state or local 

public resources, as well as 

provide scholarships to 

deserving graduating seniors,” 

she wrote. 

     Additionally, the KPSF gives 

approximately $15,000 worth of 

grants to Kiefer teachers to 

enrich their education programs 

through projects, programming 

and other enhancements for 

classroom teachers. 

      

 

 

 

Student poets to be published 
From Special Reports 

    More than 20 Kiefer High School students have 

been selected for publication in Appelley Publish-

ing’s 2022 Rising Stars Collection. 

    The book is a limited edition collection of stu-

dent poetry. 

    “My students generally complain when I make 

them enter contests, especially poetry,” said KHS 

English teacher Lorrie Quinnelly. “Usually, the 

first thing I hear is, ‘I can’t write poetry.’ 

     “I am aware they don’t like it,” she said, “so I 

do require them to enter. We break it down, start-

ing with lists and working with active verbs, and 

before they realize it, they have a poem.  

    “So, they can write it and they do win,” she said. 

“That win really boosts their confidence for writ-

ing in general. It’s one of my favorite things we do 

all year.” 

    KHS student poets set to be published are 

seniors Sarah Zapata, Jasper Vinson, Alex Lo-

zoya, Lauren Wroten, Coltin Hudgins Bailey 

zoya, Emma Millor, Lauren Wroten, Coltin Hud-

gins, Bailey Kidd and Blake Chapman.  

      

    Also, sophomores  Jake Dolan, J.J. Van Huis, 

Kaden Casey, Jazi Yarrington, Aubrie Bridge-

water, Alona Stedman, Carmen Mashburn, Erin 

Boyles, Allison Newman, Faith Williams, Han-

nah Murrell, Grace Strecker, Olivia Shabantu, 

Alexis Boes, Emma Sutton, Jackson Carpenter, 

Kaylyn Waterdown, Ryan Resler, Dillon Mac-

key, Kaidance Calvert, McKenzie Hunter. Jaxon 

Worley, Nicole Dunmire and Rylee Davidson. 
      
    In addition to publication of their poetry, students 

also are eligible for a variety of prizes. First-place 

winner in the 9
th

 through 12
th

 grade division wins 

$500. Then 25 prizes ranging from $25 to $150 will 

be selected through a random drawing of all entries. 
 
     The school with the highest participation recei-

ves a new computer package as well.  

 

 

able from federal, state or local 

public resources, as well as 

provide scholarships to deserv-

ing graduating seniors,” she 

wrote. 

    Additionally, the KPSF 

gives approximately $15,000 

worth of grants to Kiefer teach-

ers to enrich their education 

programs. 

 

 through projects, programming 

and other enhancements for 

classroom teachers. 
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TROMBONIST MIKO TYNER 
practices a few pieces in the band 
room in preparation for concert 
season. 
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Teacher Feature 
EDITOR’S NOTE: For each 

edition, the Trojan Pride Press 

focuses on teachers who help us 

be better students and better 

people. So, here’s … 
 

Angela Ramey –   
Algebra I, Geometry,  

Algebra II,  
Spanish II  

   Where did you receive your 

education? Oklahoma Wesleyan 

University in Bartlesville 

    Any family members you 

want to tell us about? My 

husband, Lense, of 30 years, and 

two kids – Lauren and Lense IV 

– both on (college) basketball 

scholarships   

    How did you get into 

teaching? My passion for math  

    What do you like about 

teaching? The interaction with 

students. There’s never a dull 

moment. 

    Favorite class to teach? I 

enjoy all my classes that are all 

filled with an abundance of  

 

personalities. I like that every 

day is a new experience. 

    Favorite class in school? 
Math. I loved the challenge and 

process of obejects. 

    Favorite food? Pizza is my 

favorite. 

    Favorite hobby? Reading, 

watching my kids play 

basketball and fashion. 

    What is your favorite book?  

    What is your favorite TV 

show?  

 

Angela Ramey 

 

________________________________ 
See RESOLUTIONS, Page 6 

personalities. I like that every 

day is a new experience. 

    Favorite class in school? 
Math. I loved the challenge and 

process of objects. 

    Favorite food? Pizza is my 

favorite. 

    Favorite hobby? Reading, 

watching my kids play basket-

ball and fashion. 

- Compiled by Kenadie 

Duncan 

 

 
   Photo courtesy of BRITTANY BROWN 

 

Making good use of time 
     KHS freshman Leslie Powers takes advantage of some free time after 
finishing her lunch to work on crocheting what will be a hat for the wintry 
weather. Powers has been crocheting for a long time and enjoys not only 
the craft, but also the creativity involved in making items using a hook 
and yarn. Some she makes as gifts; others are for her own amusement. 

Resolutions draw thumbs up, down 

from local campus 

 

By EMMA MILLOR 

and  SCARLET MITCHELL 

Staff Writers      

     What’s a new year with- 

out resolutions? 

     While some people care- 

fully make them and try to  

keep them, others think reso- 

lutions are completely bo- 

gus.  

     Secretary Debbie Burch  

said she believes New Year's resolutions 

are a good thing to plan for 

the next year. Hers is to stay 

healthy and to keep it up. English teacher 

Mrs. Monica Stanford had different, but 

positive thou-ghts about 2022. She said 

she may not have a resolution for 

positive thoughts about 2022. She said she 

may not have a resolution for the upcoming  

year, but thinks that it’s good to have some- 

t                    thing to look forward to, like 

                         preparing oneself to be a bet-   

                         ter person.       

     Sophomore      Erin Boyles said she thinks 

                         resolutions are interesting 

sin-                  since some people can make        

                        very “different” resolutions  

           for the year. Boyles’ is to qua- 

                  lify lify for the cheer team again  

                        for the 2022-23 school year.  

     Somore           Kaylin Waterdown said 

that New Year’s resolutions are good to 

keep. Hers is to make sure she does good in 

school and has straight A’s all throughout 

the2022-23 school year, while junior Tallen 

in school and has straight A’s all throughout 

the 2022-23 school year, while junior Talon 

Rispoli said that New Year's resolutions are 

good to keep and lots of fun. His resolution is 

to go on a trip to Florida this year 

      Substitute Kalynn Welker said that New 

Year's resolutions are stupid. She said people 

rarely keep them so resolutions are just a 

waste of energy when people can just set a 

goal whenever they want to throughout the 

entire year. She said if she had to have a resol-

ution, though, it would definitely be to give 

back to the people of the community. 

      While they may not all make resolutions, 

most folks around the Kiefer campus agree 

that setting goals is a good thing to do. 

      Math teacher Angela Ramey said that she 

doesn’t like New Year's resolutions. She said 
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    The Trojan Pride Press is a production of the Journalism Class at 
Kiefer High School. It is a not-for-profit publication. Opinions expressed 

on the Editorial Page do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the 
Faculty, Staff, or Administration of Kiefer Public Schools. 

 
Managing Editor: Cody Neal 

Editorial Page Editor: Sydney Randleman 
 

Staff Writers: Aubrie Bridgewater, Connor Caywood,  
Gabby Collier, Carmen Craven, Katch Daley, Kenadie Duncan, 

Mirakle Gotcher, Lydia Kirk, Emmalie Maez, Emma Millor,  
Scarlet Mitchell, Saylor Worley, Sarah Zapata 

 
Superintendent of Kiefer Schools: Randy Shaw 

KHS Principal: Randy Shaw 
 

Faculty Advisor: Lorrie Quinnelly 
 

What do you think can be done to 
help with the problem of trains 

blocking traffic headed to school? 

 
 

  

“Just eliminate the trains.” “”Put a time schedule on 
the trains.” 

 

“Don’t stop on the tracks.” 
”They could reroute the 

trains.” 
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Letters to the Editor Policy 
  
     The Trojan Pride Press welcomes Letters to the Editor as a form of free 
speech and expression. 
 
     Letters to the Editor should address topics of interest to the student 
body, administration, faculty and staff at Kiefer High School, Kiefer Junior 
High and Kiefer Middle School as well as political issues and issues of 
local, state, national and international interest. They should not attack 
specific individuals not in the public eye or express any slanderous or 
libelous information All Letters to the Editor must be signed by the writer 
and typed or neatly handwritten. Those that are submitted and illegible will 
not be printed. 
 
    Those individuals who would like to submit a Letter to the Editor of the 
Trojan Pride Press should drop their letters in Ms. Quinnelly’s mailbox in 
the teachers’ workroom or hand-deliver them to a member of the news-
paper’s staff. 
  

     

Train troubles 
not going away 

 

 

 

     Train delays negatively affect residents of Kiefer and students at 

Kiefer High.  

     In September, there was an incident where a train was delayed on 

the track for at least an hour. While we do not know the reason – and 

certainly it was an unforeseen complication on the part of the railroad 

company – many students and teachers were late for school, and peo-

ple were late for work. This problem has continued to occur. 

     We think to reduce the time the train is stuck on the track the rail-

road company should work with the town to find a solution. When 

members of our staff reached out to the railroad company, they gave 

us a formal reply, but evaded the questions that were asked.  

      At Central Tech, there are classes in which students must com-

plete a specific number of lab hours. If a train is stuck on the track and 

that was a lab day, students must make up those hours.  

     Not only does the train affect students, but also it affects adults. In 

some cases, if an employee works somewhere out of town, he/she 

could be penalized for being late, even though the incident was out of 

his/her control.  

     Emergency situations present additional problems. There may be 

alternative routes, but they are not posted. What would happen if an 

ambulance or a firetruck were stuck in the traffic?  

     We understand that railroad companies cannot control instances 

like maintenance issues, but most of the congestion could be lessened 

if there were an alternative route or railroad schedule posted, or if 

those who schedule trains would take into consideration the traffic 

patterns of the communities through which they will travel.  

     We believe the easiest and most immediate fix would be posting 

alternative routes to destinations that avoid railroad crossing so that 

drivers could avoid delays. Another solution is to adjust railroad sche-

dules to avoid peak traffic times. It may not solve all of the problems 

but it could solve some of them.  
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Vinson named to 
Area All-Star team 
    Kiefer High School football 

letterman Jasper  

Vinson has been  

named to the  

Class 2A All-Star  

Team. 

    Vinson, a seni- 

or, played lineba- 

cker for the Tro- 

jans. He also is a  

member of the  KHS wrestling 

and power lifting teams. 

Vinson named to 
Area All-Star team 
    Kiefer 

 

 

Sports Shorts 

 

Photo courtesy of LUKE WITTE 

KIEFER FRESHMAN CAMERON Pelfrey faces off 

against a challenger at an Inola match. 

Wrestlers take to mat 

 

By KATCH DALEY 

Staff Writer 

     Welcome back! 

     For the first time in more than 20 years, Kiefer 

Public Schools is sending wrestlers to the mat 

again on the high school and junior high level. 

     Head coach  Ryan Kowalewski said the season 

is going well, particularly for its first year. 

     “Our first ever season is going well,” Kowa-

lewski said. “Our kids are working hard, and we 

are learning how to get tougher and better, and the 

future is bright.” 

     Eight Kiefer grapplers have placed in area 

tournaments to this point, he said. The teams have 

gone to multiple duels that they have won, and 

wrestlers are improving as they build on their 

experience.  

     The remainder of the season will complete the 

following schedule: 

     * Jan. 28-29 Will Rogers Tournament at Barns-

dall, junior high  

     * Feb. 4-5 Will Rogers Tournament at Inola, 

high shool 

     * Feb. 4-5 Junior High State at Oklahoma City  

     * Feb.11-12 Dual State  

     * Feb. 18-19 OSSAA (3A) Regionals, high 

school  

     * Feb.25-26 OSSAA (3A) State, high school 

     The high school team consists of 16 athletes  – 

seniors Blake Chapman, Bryce Phillips and Jasper 

Vinson; juniors Omar Aguilar, Nathan Figueroa, 

Colton Glover and Connor McCarty; sophomores 

Jentry Pendergraft, Luke Witte, J.J. VanHuis and 

Jose Moreno; and freshmen Bobby Breland, Ken-

dall Lang, Hudson Poindexter, Cade Valios and 

Cameron Pelfrey.  

     The junior high team has 17 athletes this 

season  – including KJ Bowers. Cameron 

Bowman, Corey Carter, Cooper Chalfant, Sawyer 

Conner, Phillip Crabtree, Kaden Fechner, Luis 

Flores, Maddox Flud, Kyron Nash, Braxton Perry, 

London Poindexter, Vinny Runt, Brody Sexson, 

Trey Van Huis, Brennan Watkins and Talon 

Welker. 

     Kowalewski is assisted by Burgess Shaw. 

Team manager is Evanna Flores.  

      

      

 

 

     

 
Vinson 
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KIEFER HIGH’S TRACK team members work through their stretching routine prior to taking their first laps on the track 
surface around the football field.  

season  – including KJ Bowers, Cameron Bowman, 

Corey Carter, Cooper Chalfant, Sawyer Conner, 

Phillip Crabtree, Kaden Fechner, Luis Flores and  

Maddox Flud. 

     Also, Kyron Nash, Braxton Perry, London Poin-

dexter, Vinny Runt, Brody Sexson, Trey Van Huis, 

Brennan Watkins and Talon Welker. 

     Kowalewski is assisted by Burgess Shaw. Evan-

na Flores is team manager. 

 
 

Schools, truancy is no laughing 

matter. In Oklahoma, students are 

required to attend school until they 

are at least 17 years old.  

    A student in Kiefer who has 

missed 15 days or more is subject 

to truancy intervention. That 

means Kiefer Public Schools will 

notify the parents of the student to 

warn them the child is truant. 

Should this action not resolve the 

issue, the district will notify the 

police. 

    Once a case is referred to police, 

law enforcement then takes over, 

and parents are required to appear 

in truancy court where fines and 

consequences are determined. Af-

ter such action the student can att-

end school and catch up and still 

will be able to graduate.The tru-

ancy action won’t be noted in 

permanent records. 

    Fines for truancy assessed to 

parents range from $50 to $1,200. 

In more extreme cases, parents al-

so can be jailed for 30 to 60 days. 

    Special consideration is made 

for students who face catastrophic 

illnesses or who has been injured 

and is unable to attend school.Stu-

dents enrolled in Kiefer’s Virtual 

Academy who don’t complete 

work do not receive credit. 

 which puts them in jeopardy of 

TRUANCY  ________________________ 
FROM Page 1 



                      
     Trojan Pride Press, January 2022, Page 6 

 BASKETBALL _______________________- 
FROM Page 5 

ALTERNATING 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
FROM Page 1 

 

been inspirations to their team-

mate, he said. 

    Cambell said he and assistant 

coach Tiffany Capehart do their 

bests to motivate the girls to play 

their best and work their hardest 

to better the team.  

    During the rest of February, the 

guys and girls basketball teams 

will play at home against Preston, 

Feb, 9; Eufaula, Feb. 11; Kelly-

ville, Feb. 12; and at Morris, Feb. 

16.District tournament play be-

gins Feb. 19 

 

Even a delay of 10 minutes or 

less can cause congestion and de-

lays for travelers, including stud-

ents and school district personnel. 

The trains have remained stopped 

for several minutes. This leaves 

cars stranded on both sides of the 

tracks, some unable to back out 

due to vehicles behind them.  

Henderson is far from the only 

student affected by the train.  
 
On Sept. 15, senior Sarah Za-

pata was seated on a bus bound 

for Central Tech in Drumright 

when a train blocked the intersec-

tion for more than 45 minutes. In 

fact, Zapata said she and those on 

the Tech-bound bus waited for an 

hour without moving. As a result, 

Zapata arrived late for class and 

was unable to earn her lab hours 

for the day in the Advanced Heal-

th Careers program, something 

that is mandatory for her to com-

plete the class. 

Similarly, faculty and students 

have arrived anywhere from 5 to 

45 minutes late for school because 

of trains. 

Kiefer Administration unfor-

tunately can do little to change the 

train slowing students during their 

commute.  
 
“It’s not like we can build a 

bridge over the tracks,” said KHS 

academic counselor Josh Howk. 

“The only thing that we can do is 

excuse the students who were 

tardy.” 

most folks around the Kiefer 

campus agree that setting goals 

is a good thing to do. 

      Math teacher Angela Ram-

ey said that she doesn’t like 

New Year's resolutions. She 

said she thinks people don’t 

stick to them and that makes 

them pointless.  

     But, she said, people can set 

goals anytime in the year, not 

just at the beginning of it.  

     Computer teacher Shelley 

Blankenship agrees with Mrs. 

Ramey.  

     She believes that peop-

le  rarely stick with resolutions 

made at the beginning of a new 

year. 

     FFA sponsor Daniel Schmidt 

said his new year's resolution to 

be a nicer person “because I 

want to be nicer”  

    “The kids I coach will get a 

kick out of it,” he said. 
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Trojan Pride Press photo by EMMA MILLOR 

Getting ready to play 
      
     Kiefer High’s Lady Trojan basketball team runs through warm-up drills prior to a recent road game in Ripley. Pic-
tured are, from left, Dallyn Dooley, Shayna Hendrix, Kami Daniel, Faith Williams, Emma Sutton, Hannah Coons, Ni-
cole Dunmire, Myah Stokes-Valois and Kaidance Calvert. The girls’ team is coached by John Coons. 

 

     High school counselor Josh 

Howk said one option could be 

“to increase passing period time, 

but that could also cause additi-

onal students taking advantage of 

the time attended.” 
      
     “Perhaps teachers could let 

students use the restroom during 

class time without consequences 

because of overcrowded restro-

oms,” Howk said.  

     Crowded facilities are a nui-

sance for students, teachers and 

administrators alike. 
 
     Senior Bailey Kidd said stu-

dents should be able to have time 

to use the restroom whenever 

needed and not to be penalized.  
 
     But she also has struggled to 

get into the restroom during pass-

ing periods in the afternoon. 
 
     Art teacher Tiffany Capehart 

said she thinks building better 

infrastructure could help to a 

point. Better infrastructure and 

managing the flow (of students) 

or even utilizing monitors could 

also ease some of the lines and 

waiting at restrooms.  
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excuse the students who were tar-

dy.” 

It seems that the different Tech 

facilities have adopted this meth-

od as well. But that still does not 

solve the problems that are caused 

by train delays. People on their 

way to work could face serious 

consequences, maybe even losing 

their jobs, over something they 

cannot control. 

Because of this, every time the 

train is stopped for an extended 

period of time, these same people 

report it to the Kiefer Police De-

partment. However, it seems that 

once again hands are tied and the 

problem goes unsolved. 

“By Oklahoma legislation, the 

legal limit a train can stop traffic 

is 10 minutes,” said Kiefer Chief 

of Police Johnny O’Mara.  

Unfortunately, however, new 

laws and legislation have all but 

negated this limit, meaning that 

the train can block traffic indefin-

itely, with little or no consequen-

ces because of loopholes written 

into to legislation excusing rail-

road culpability. 

The only time that police can 

intervene in a meaningful way is 

if the train intentionally blocks the 

road for criminal purposes, O’Ma-

ra said, preventing local law en-

forcement from crossing the 

tracks. Under such circumstances,  

action could be taken against the 

railroad company. 

Even worse, is that the train 

railroad company. 

    Even worse, is that the train 

can block traffic without being 

present on the roadway. If a train 

stops too close to the crossing, it 

may trip the sensors and lower 

the arms and block traffic any-

way. Once this is reported, the 

local police can then contact the 

railroad company to alleviate the 

situation.  One cause for this re-

curring issue could be another 

train passing on the tracks, as 

Kiefer has two sets of tracks. An-

other cause could be malpractice 

by the train conductor, among 

other reasons. 

     BNSF External Corporate 

Communications Manager Ben 

Wilemon, attempted to shed 

some light as to their operations 

and exactly what causes these 

traffic jams. 

     “We do have limited options 

in certain areas of our network 

where delays may occur for a va-

riety of reasons, such as weather, 

mechanical issues, reduced speed 

for track maintenance, among 

others,” said Wilemon. “We 

work closely with government 

officials, first responders and 

public stakeholders to lessen the 

impact of our operations in the 

communities we serve.” 

     A 24-hour hotline number 

posted at every crossing in order 

to assist with emergencies. 

 as well as to communicate and 

coordinate with community 
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