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The new school year is in full swing and our 2017-2018 journey has 

begun. As I made my way to each campus on the first day of school, 

I couldn’t help but smile at the excitement our students showed. It 

became obvious to me how important we all are in the lives of our 

students. Our staff made all the students feel welcome, and even 

as our youngest students headed home at the end of a tiring day, they were still all smiles. As 

always, the Alpine ISD staff proved that day that they are truly “All In”. 

Alpine ISD’s 2017-2018 Convocation was led by Dr. Ronnie McDonald. Dr. McDonald talked 

about his experiences as a county judge and how he was able to show leadership in difficult 

situations. He credited this to being taught to “sit a spell” as a child. By sitting a spell, he 

learned to sit and spend time talking to people. By sitting a spell, he was able to really get to 

know what was important to the people in his community. Dr. McDonald asked the Alpine ISD 

staff to take time to sit a spell with their students, parents, coworkers, and community. By 

sitting a spell you are truly “All In” and the payback for this will be incredibly rewarding. 

In August, the Texas Education Agency released accountability ratings for the previous school 

year. These ratings are just one measure of how a school district is performing and we know 

that Alpine ISD is much more than the ratings. I am happy to announce, however, that Alpine 

ISD and all three campuses received a “Met Standard” rating. This is the highest rating that a 

school in Texas can receive. Additionally, Alpine Elementary School received a Distinction 

Designation in Top 25 Percent Student Progress. Alpine High School received Distinction 

Designations in Academic Achievement in ELA/Reading, Academic Achievement in 

Mathematics, Academic Achievement in Science, Top 25 Percent Closing Performance Gaps, 

and Postsecondary Readiness. These ratings and distinctions are just one example of how the 

staff, students, parents, and community of Alpine ISD are “All In”. 

As we begin the school year and think about the many activities our students will participate in, 

the words or Dwight D. Eisenhower come to mind. “Accomplishment will prove to be a journey, 

not a destination”. The journey we will travel this year will prove that we are “All In” and I look 

forward to Alpine ISD’s numerous accomplishments. I am incredibly grateful for how fortunate 

we are and continue to keep the communities and school districts affected and damaged by the 

hurricane in my prayers. 

Go Bucks! 

Becky Watley   

 


