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I am reminded on a daily basis how lucky we all are to get to work 
with so many great young people.  The students of Alpine ISD are 
the reason we get to do what we do.  To say we are truly blessed 
would be an understatement. 
 
Last year, the school board and I implemented a process to meet with a group of students 
before each regular board meeting.  We wanted to get a student perspective on our board 
meeting agendas and anything else they wanted to talk to us about.  This process has been one 
of the most rewarding monthly activities that I am involved in.  The board and I know our 
decisions impact all the students.  We know that schools are for kids and not the adults who 
work at our schools.  Having their input and listening to their ideas has helped us make sure our 
decisions truly are made in the best interest of the students. 
 
I have repeatedly emphasized the important role we all share in impacting and educating our 
students.  The more we interact with the students, the more we get to know about them.  It is a 
known fact that a child will tell you the truth.  It may not be what we want to hear or what we 
expect them to say.  As the old saying goes, “out of the mouth’s of babes”.  Truly listening to 
what the students are saying can give us a clear understanding of their thoughts and feelings. 
 
Alpine ISD held a monthly parent engagement meeting this week.  We will continue to host 
these meetings and encourage any and all parents to attend.  Each month we will focus on a 
different topic, which will be geared towards helping parents with various aspects of education.  
This month we focused on high school graduation requirements.  We provided parents with 
details on graduation plans and suggestions for preparing for college.  Next month’s topic will 
pertain to the importance of parents reading with their children. 
 
We will continue to provide opportunities to involve parents in our activities.  We feel this is 
equally as important as interacting with the students.  As Benjamin Franklin said, “tell me and I 
forget, teach me and I may remember, involve me and I learn”.   
 
Go Bucks! 
Becky McCutchen 
 
 


