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We live in a beautiful place with gorgeous sunsets, 
mountains, fresh air, and the best people anywhere. But 
sometimes, you fall in a cactus. Despite your best effort and a 
lot of planning, a fork in the trail becomes a little more 
treacherous than you expected. 
 
Alpine ISD has had a tough go over the last 18 months or so. We’ve had some 
disappointments and some tragedies, but they number far fewer than our successes. 
Our students are incredible, and they are resilient. Our staff is hard-working and 
committed.  
 
The bond election did not go as we’d hoped last Saturday. We were looking forward to a 
celebration for our students, and instead were met with the realization that there is work 
yet to do before the voters in our district will say “yes” to a tax increase to build a new 
high school and improve some of our other infrastructure systems.  
 
We hear you. We are already exploring ways to actively engage those of you who voted 
“no” and find out what we can do differently. We know that the rehabilitation of Buck 
Stadium following the failed bond election in 2011 is a pressure point, and we 
understand that concern. We will do better. Many of you have said that you felt left out 
of the process, or that the financial aspects were not clear. Some of you would like to 
see more of the design, a stark difference from the last election when many felt that 
renderings were premature. We want to find the happy medium.  
 
As we determine how to move forward, we want to hear your ideas and answer your 
questions. Should another bond election be held, we want every last voter to 
understand the project, even if they are still uncomfortable with a tax increase. This is a 
democracy. Every vote counts. 
 
The arrest of one of our teachers this week is regrettable. Make no mistake: Alpine ISD 
will not tolerate illegal behavior from our staff. We take these allegations very seriously 
and will cooperate completely throughout the investigation by the Brewster County 
Sheriff’s Office to ensure justice. We have faith that our officers will act swiftly and fairly. 
 
It’s been a bit of a treacherous trail, but we know we’re headed in the right direction if 
we can all work together to find solutions.  
 
It is, after all, about the kids.  
 
Go Bucks! 
Becky Watley 
 


