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In the wake of recent events in our country and our own home 

town, school safety has again taken center stage.  The debate over 

the best security responses is alive.  Without a doubt, we all want 

to ensure our kids are safe, not only in school, but also in our 

community.  Given this, how do we make a difference?  What can we do to ensure safety at all 

times? 

There isn’t one answer to this question.  There is however, a myriad of approaches that can 

lead to a solution.  As the leader of Alpine ISD, I want to ensure you that we undoubtedly take 

all threats against our students and schools serious.  We will punish any student who makes a 

threat to the extent the law allows.  We will contact law enforcement and do our part to ensure 

the individual making the threat is prosecuted.  At that point, it is up to the judicial system to 

ensure prosecution is followed through to the fullest extent.  We must have a judicial system 

that is not lax or lenient on these issues.  Legal charges cannot be consistently dropped and 

there be an expectation that something will change or things will get better. 

Our own students also can play a role in working towards a solution.  Is a school walk out the 

answer to making schools safe?  No, it is not.  Students, get to know the other students at your 

campus.  Make contact and talk to the ones that are all alone and don’t seem to have any 

friends.  Be their friend and give them a chance to be your friend.  Invite them to sit with you at 

lunch, to study with you and to sit by you in class.  Everyone wants to be accepted, it is human 

nature, and love, compassion, and kindness can change an individual’s life.  Everyone wants to 

be part of a group, and a greeting and smile can make a big difference in someone’s life.  If you 

are concerned about another student, tell your teachers, principal, counselor and parents.  Say 

something. 

Adults are the guardians of our youth.  It is not only teachers who bear this incredible 

responsibility.  There is so much more that can be done than being angry at what is wrong.  We 

must find solutions.  A start to this is addressing mental health issues.  Being a parent is the 

most difficult and most rewarding job there is.  As a parent, we are not our children’s friends.  

We have to make the hard decisions and ensure there is discipline in the home.  Parents must 

know what their children are doing, who they are with, and what is influencing their lives.   

Many influences, such as video games and social media, tend to desensitize children to real life 

and the seriousness of violent behavior.  It is our responsibility to teach our children about 

accountability for actions.  Adults must show genuine concern and let children know we care 

and sometimes that means tough love.  If you see something that concerns you about a child, 



say something. If something happens in our community, report this to our local mental health 

agencies and/or law enforcement. 

As always, the safety and security of our students is our top priority at Alpine ISD.  We will not 

tolerate the careless thought for the consequences of threats made against our students and 

schools.  We live in a world where all threats are taken seriously and we will do everything in 

our power to keep our students safe.  I encourage everyone in our community to do the same.  

It takes a village to raise a child, and we all can, and should, play a part in making a difference. 
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