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I was recently reminded of the truth of the old saying, “It’s a small 

world”.  School districts in Texas range in student enrollment from 

less than 50 students in the smallest district to more than 200,000 

in the largest district.   Alpine ISD is amongst the small school 

districts in Texas.  What is so wonderful about our small school is our students are developing 

friendships that will become lifelong relationships.   

I would bet that almost everyone remembers going to elementary school and the friendships 

you created at that age.  I would also bet that some of the people that you met while you were 

in school are still an important part of your life today.  These friends might be acquaintances 

that you see once in a while or they might be a best friend.  One of the things that I love about 

living in west Texas is that you can always find someone who knows someone that you know.  It 

is truly a small world and you never know when an acquaintance is going to help you with some 

aspect of your professional or personal life.   

It is always so much fun to meet someone new and when you say you are from Alpine, you find 

out that you both know some of the same people.  This simple connection might become 

important at later time.  As we grow and learn we continue to make new connections.  You 

never know how the connections you make with people, even if it is a simple brief encounter, 

will help you in the future.   

At Alpine ISD, we are teaching our students how to make both personal and educational 

connections.  Our students learn the importance of friends and acquaintances, and as equally 

important, they learn to make connections in their education.  As educators, it is our 

responsibility to teach our students how to be critical thinkers and problem solvers.  

The size of a school district doesn’t really matter.  What matters is that we come together and 

prepare our students to be the adults of tomorrow.  By allowing our students to make 

connections, whether it be through a math reasoning problem, meeting new friends, or helping 

with an extracurricular fund raiser, everything that they learn is helping to prepare them for 

their future.    

Go Bucks! 

Becky Watley 

 

 

 



 


