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Local school trustee helps shape statewide education policy agenda 
 

Austin – 06/20/2016 – Mary McCallister of Alpine Independent School District met with school 

board members from across the state to recommend a legislative program to the Texas 

Association of School Boards (TASB) Board of Directors. McCallister was elected earlier this 

year during a regional grassroots meeting to the TASB Legislative Advisory Council, which is 

responsible for taking regionally identified issues and forming one statewide list of priorities for 

recommendation to the TASB Board.   

 

The Council met in San Antonio on June 16 to finalize the body’s recommended legislative 

priorities to the TASB Board. The TASB Advocacy Agenda, created through direct input from 

Texas school board members, guides the legislative and advocacy efforts of the Association on 

behalf of public school students. 

 

While the TASB Board may still make changes to the draft priorities, the Council included 

priorities regarding school finance, accountability, and diversions of public funding to private 

entities. Specifically, the group hopes that the Texas Legislature will take a serious look at 

transforming the state’s school finance system into one that is sustainable and easier to 

understand. The priority statements now go to TASB’s Legislative Committee and Board of 

Directors for review before they are presented to TASB’s Delegate Assembly for final adoption 

in September. 

 

TASB is a voluntary, non-profit association established in 1949 to serve local Texas School 

districts. Its membership includes every public school district in the state, as well as county school 

boards, junior colleges, tax appraisal districts, cooperatives and education service centers.  TASB 

represents the largest group of publicly elected officials in the state.   
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“Alpine ISD will provide our children with learning experiences to be responsible, 
        productive, and successful citizens of an ever changing world.” 


