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COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY ADMISSIONS (Secondary Grade Levels Only) 

For two school years following his or her graduation, a district student who graduates in the 

top ten percent and, in some cases, the top 25 percent, of his or her class is eligible for 

automatic admission into four-year public universities and colleges in Texas if the student: 

 Completes the Recommended or Advanced/Distinguished Achievement Program*; or

 Satisfies the ACT College Readiness Benchmarks or earns at least a 1500 out of 2400 on

the SAT.

*Beginning with ninth graders in the 2014–15 school year, to be eligible for automatic admission

to a Texas four-year college or university, a student must be on track to graduate with the

distinguished level of achievement under the foundation graduation program.  This means that a 

student must graduate with at least one endorsement and must have taken Algebra II as one of 

the four required math courses. 

In addition, the student must submit a completed application for admission in accordance with 

the deadline established by the college or university.  The student is ultimately responsible for 

ensuring that he or she meets the admission requirements of the university or college to which 

the student submits an application. 

The University of Texas at Austin may limit the number of students automatically admitted to 75 

percent of the University’s enrollment capacity for incoming resident freshmen.  For students 

who are eligible to enroll in the University during the summer or fall 2017 term, the University 

will be admitting  the top seven percent of the high school’s graduating class who meet the above 

requirements.  Additional applicants will be considered by the University through a holistic 

review process. 

Should a college or university adopt an admissions policy that automatically accepts the top 25 

percent of a graduating class, the provisions above will also apply to a student ranked in the top 

25 percent of his or her class. 

Students and parents should contact the school counselor for further information about automatic 

admissions, the application process, and deadlines. 

[See also Class Rank/Highest-Ranking Student for information specifically related to how the 

district calculates a student’s rank in class, and requirements for Graduation for information 

associated with the foundation graduation program]. 

COLLEGE CREDIT COURSES (Secondary Grade Levels Only) 

Students in grades 9–12 have opportunities to earn college credit through the following methods: 

 Certain courses taught at the high school campus, which may include courses termed dual

credit, Advanced Placement (AP), International Baccalaureate (IB), or college

preparatory;

 Enrollment in an AP or dual credit course through the Texas Virtual School Network;

 Enrollment in courses taught in conjunction and in partnership with Ranger College,

which may be offered on or off campus;

 Enrollment in courses taught at other colleges or universities; and

 Certain CTE courses.
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All of these methods have eligibility requirements and must be approved prior to enrollment in 

the course.  Please see the school counselor for more information.  Depending on the student’s 

grade level and the course, a state-mandated end-of-course assessment may be required for 

graduation. 

It is important to keep in mind that not all colleges and universities accept credit earned in all 

dual credit or AP courses taken in high school for college credit.  Students and parents should 

check with the prospective college or university to determine if a particular course will count 

toward the student’s desired degree plan. 


