
USA THEME PARK  

8th Pre-AP History Project – 3RD Nine Weeks, 2019 

Coach April Bruene 

 The Texas Board of Tourism (TBT) has hired you! The TBT is concerned with the declining number of visitors to Texas 

and has asked you to design a new USA Theme Park. This new theme park will be centered around the quickest 

development of a world power in history.    

Your task is to research the people and events that shaped present-day United States and to create a plan for a new 

theme park. THINK BIG! Design your park so that it will rival those old theme parks that just focus on a mouse...be sure 

to have fun and please focus on the significance of the events and individuals you choose to highlight. 

USA Theme Park Blue Print Requirements: 

Page #1: Name, Logo, and Slogan 

Create an appropriate name for your theme park, design a park logo, and create a park slogan to be used in advertising. 

(Examples: Nike’s logo is the swoosh and it’s slogan is “Just Do It”) 

Page #2: “Sea to Shining Sea” Ride/Activity 

Design a ride or activity for the theme park that centers on a major event that depicts westward expansion across the 

continental United States. Focus on an event that you believe was significant in achieving Manifest Destiny. Please 

explain your ride/activity and include a picture or diagram. In one or two paragraphs explain the significance of this 

event. You must select three from the following events to be included in your ride/activity: Northwest 

Territory/Northwest Ordinance (1783), Louisiana Purchase/Lewis & Clark Expedition (1803), Florida & Adams-Onís 

Treaty (1819), annexation of Texas & Mexican-American War (1845), Oregon Territory & “Fifty-four Forty or Fight” 

(1846), Mexican Cession (NM, AR, UT, CO, WY, CA – 1848) & Gold Rush, Gadsden Purchase & Transcontinental Railroad 

(1853), Alaska & Seward’s Folly (1867) 

Example from a Liberty Theme Park: Boston Tea Party – Storm the Ship! Activity.  In this popular group 

activity, visitors dress up in Native American clothing and storm the Dartmouth docked in a replica Boston 

Harbor. Participants work together to dump the ship’s cargo overboard. The reward for completing this 

activity is a free bottle of Green Tea and a Green Mtn. Liberty t-shirt. (I’m sure you can come up with 

something much more creative and entertaining!) 

Significance: Tea was a popular beverage in the colonies. The Boston Tea Party demonstrated the 

willingness of many colonists to stand up to what they perceived as unfair actions by the British Parliament 

and King George III. Specifically, colonists did not want the British Parliament to thing that by paying a 

duty (tax) that they would be accepting Parliament’s right to tax the colonies. Therefore, thousands in the 

Boston area mobilized to question British actions. It was through such meetings that the revolutionary 

movement gained momentum. The Boston Tea Party would lead the British Parliament to pass the 

Intolerable Acts which closed the port of Boston and dissolved the Massachusetts Assembly. The 

Intolerable Acts would further enrage colonists to take more actions against British rule. 

Page #3: Major Reform Movement (Ride/Activity) 

Design a ride or activity that centers on a major reform movement that occurred in the first half of the 19th century 

(1800-1850). Focus on a movement that you believe was significant in influencing major cultural change in the United 

States. Please explain your ride/activity and include a picture or diagram. In one or two paragraphs explain the 

significance of this movement. Select from the following: Second Great Awakening, Transcendentalism, Abolition 

Movement, Women’s Rights & Suffrage, Temperance Movement, Education, Prison Reform, Rights of the Disabled.  



Page #4: Significant Individual of the Reform Era (Ride/Activity) 

Design a ride or activity that champions the efforts made by one individual who you feel had a major impact on the 

development of present-day United States. Please explain you ride/activity and include a picture or diagram. In one or 

two paragraphs explain the contributions of this individual. Select from the following: Henry David Thoreau, Frederick 

Douglas, Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Lucretia Mott, Sojourner Truth, Harriet Tubman, William Lloyd 

Garrison, Grimke Sisters, Harriet Beecher Stowe, Dorothea Dix, Thomas, Gallaudet, Louis Braille, Horace Mann, Ralph 

Waldo Emerson, Emily Dickinson, Walt Whitman, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Edgar Allan Poe, James Fenimore Cooper, 

Herman Melville, John James Audubon. 

Page #5: USA Economics (Ride/Activity) 

Design a ride/activity that illustrates the development of America’s economic system from mercantilism to the free 

enterprise. This should include references to:  

(1) characteristics of U.S. Free Enterprise System:  What to produce? How to make it? How many to produce? 

Who will buy it? 

(2) components of free enterprise: private property, voluntary exchange, profit motive, price based on supply 

and demand 

(3) difference between mercantilism & free enterprise. 

The ride/activity should also depict an understanding of the plantation system of the South and slavery as its labor 

and/or industrialization (factory manufacturing) & urbanization of the North and immigrants as its labor pool. Please 

explain your ride/activity and include a picture or diagram. In one or two paragraphs explain why this topic was 

significant to the growth and development of the United States. Possible innovations to include: John Deere’s steel 

plow, McCormick’s mechanical reaper, Eli Whitney’s cotton gin, Fulton’s steamboat, DeWitt Clinton’s Erie Canal, Samuel 

Morse’s telegraph, the Lowell factory system, Elias Howe sewing machine, Bessimer Steel Process & the transcontinental 

railroad. 

Page #6: Design a Souvenir, Create a Song, or Draw a Map of your USA Theme Park 

Please choose one of the three options described below: 

Souvenir – Create or draw an American Revolution souvenir sold to tourists in your theme park store. Explain in 

one or two paragraphs why it would be popular.  

Song – Write a song to play for visitors while they are on the grounds of your park. Your song must have at least 

two verses and one chorus. 

Map – Draw and label a detailed map of your theme park. Include the rides you have developed and at least 2 

other possible attractions (rides, activities, movies, etc.). Don’t forget to include restrooms, concessions, gift 

shops, vending areas, etc. that are normally found in theme parks. 

Grading: This project will be graded based on the following elements 

 Pg 1 – 15 points 

 Pgs 2, 3, 4, & 5 – 10 points each 

 Pg 6  - 15 points 

 Effort and detail – 10 points 

 Rough Draft – 10 points (due Wed. 1/30/2019) 

 Project Deadline – 10 points – (due Wed. 2/27/2019) 


