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You have stumbled into a time machine that has sent you back to 17th Century Colonial 

America. To make your way back to modern times, you must do one of the following: 

 Convince your mother country’s monarch to fund your explorations trip to North 

America. 

***OR*** 

 Create an advertisement to attract enough settlers to colonial region so it will survive. 

This assignment’s rough draft is due by Monday, Sept. 30th. 

The final completed project is due by Friday, October 11th. 

 

Explorer Letter – To claim your glory and return to modern times, you must first write a letter 

to the monarch asking funding. 

Rough Draft: (An outline answering the following questions.) 

1. Choose which country and monarch you want to pay for your expedition. (Spain’s Queen 

Isabella, England’s King Henry VIII, or France’s King Louis XIV) 

2. Identify & describe the area of North America you intend to explore. Note: You cannot 

explore in an area that is claimed by another country. 

3. Identify 2 economic reasons why that country explored North America. 

4. Identify 1 religious reason why that country explored North America. 

5. Identify 1 political factor why that country explored North America. 

6. Identify 1 social reason why that country explored North America. 

Final Letter Requirements 

 Your letter must be neatly hand-written in ink on either fine stationary or “aged paper.” It 

should look like a primary source artifact from the 1500-1600’s. 

 Your letter must use a formal letter layout: 

o Complete sentences with correct writing mechanics (spelling, punctuation, 

paragraph indentations, etc.) 

o Appropriate date & greeting (example: May 12, 1599; Dear Honorable Queen 

Isabella of Spain) 

o Introductory paragraph clearly discussing which country you are asking to fund your 

expedition, why you are writing this letter, and where exactly you want to explore 

(see questions 1-2 of rough draft) 
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o Body paragraphs clearly discussing the social, political, religious, and economic 

reasons for exploring North America (see questions 3-6 of rough draft). 

o Closing paragraph providing a summarizing who is the recipient on the letter and 

why you wrote to him/her. It’s always a good idea to thank that person for their 

consideration of your request…butter him/her up so your request will be granted!) 

o A closing salutation & signature (example: Your humble servant) 

Colonial Advertisement – Congratulations! You have been hired by a colonial region to design 

an advertisement encouraging settlers to move to that region. Your ad can be in the form of a 

billboard, pamphlet, or 30-second TV spot. 

Rough Draft – (An outline of your advertisement’s content.) 

1. Name of your ad’s region, a list of the colonies and cities within that region. 

2. Memorable slogan (examples: “Just Do It”; “Melts in your mouth, not in your hand”; “Got 

milk?”) 

3. Outline of what visuals your ad will have for each of the following: 

a. Geography – climate and land forms (example: Pictures of forests, rocky soil, and 

rivers, etc.) 

b. Economics – how to survive and make money 

c. Politics – the type of government, where they met, etc. 

d. Social – important people and what daily life was like 

e. Religion – what religions were practiced there; what religious reasons would draw 

people there 

Final Project Requirements  

 Billboard must be on a full-sized foam board (22”x28”). 

 Pamphlets must be trifold with information on all 6 panels. 

 TV spots need to be created either in PowerPoint or iMovie and submitted via email to 

abruene@beevilleisd.net 

 Final project must contain all of the information required in the rough draft. 

 Final project must show creativity – make it eye-catching and memorable! 
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