
Pre-AP World Geography 2019-2020 
 

Summer Assignment  
 

 

This is the summer assignment for students who intend on being accepted and enrolled in Pre-AP World Geography. Successful 

performance on this assignment is required for entry into Pre-AP World Geography. There are three parts to this assignment; students 

can choose between part one or part two, but students must do part three.  

 
 

Part One: Getting to Know the Physical World  

Part Two: What the World Eats  

Part Three: The Difference Between Physical and Human Geography  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Part One: Getting to Know the Physical World 
Instructions 

1. Outline a map of the world using one of the following maps as a guide. Do NOT outline countries.  
a. Mercator Projection Map - distorted land mass, but accurate continental shapes  
b. Gall-Peters Projection Map - distorted continental shapes, but accurate amounts of land mass 
c. Pacific World View Map - distorted landmass, accurate continental shapes, with the Pacific Ocean area as the main focus 
d. Upside Down Map - distorted landmass, accurate continental shapes, but upside down 

 
2. On your map, label each physical feature found on the next page. Use the appropriate symbol or color when indicated. 

(Suggestion: Map everything out in pencil first. If there is not enough space to write, indicate the area with a line.) 
a. You may use a poster board, a mini-poster board, legal size paper, or a standard sheet of paper.  

 
3. Color and shade the map according to a physical view of the world.  

a. (Hint: Use a satellite world map.) 
b. You will need greens, blues, and browns.  

 
4. Answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper: 

a. Why is the Mid-ocean Ridge unique? 

b. What mountain range divides Europe and Asia? 

c. What is the difference between an ice sheet and ice cap? 

d. What is the name of the ice that makes up an ice sheet? 

e. What makes a desert, lack of moisture or heat? Are all deserts hot? 

f. Is Africa a continent or a country? 

g. What makes up the Ring of Fire? 

h. Between which two lines of latitude are earth’s major rainforests located? 

i. One experiences a (drop or rise) in temperature, the further north, and the further south you travel on the earth. 

 
 
 



Part One: Getting to Know the Physical World 
 

Some of Earth’s Major Physical Features  
 
Major Mountain Ranges 
Draw peaks to indicate mountain ranges, 
label them using the color pink 
Greater Himalayas 
Andes Mountains 
Rocky Mountains 
Appalachian Mountains 
Alps 
Transantarctic Mountains 
Mid-ocean Ridge  
Ural Mountains 
Great Dividing Range  
 
Oceans 
Label these using the color black 
Southern 
Pacific 
Atlantic 
Indian  
Arctic  
 
Ice Sheets  
Leave these white, and label them using the 
color blue  
Greenland 
Antarctica  
 
Major Rainforests 
Label these using the color dark green 
Amazon Rainforest 
Indonesian Rainforests 
Congo River Basin Rainforest  
 
 
 

Major Seas  
Indicate these seas using the color black 
Baffin Bay 
Hudson Bay 
Gulf of Mexico 
Caribbean sea 
North Sea 
Mediterranean Sea 
Caspian Sea 
Red Sea 
Persian Gulf 
Bay of Bengal 
South China Sea 
 
Major Rivers  
Draw and label using the color blue 
Nile 
Amazon 
Indus 
Ganges 
Yangtze 
Huang He (Yellow) 
Tigris 
Euphrates 
 
Ring of Fire - Indicate and label this area 
using the color red  
 
Compass Rose - Draw this in the lower 
right-hand corner of your map 
 
 
 
 
 

Major Deserts  
Label these using the color brown  
Arctic Desert 
Antarctic Desert  
Great Basin 
Mojave Desert 
Atacama Desert 
Patagonian Desert 
Arabian Desert 
Sahara Desert 
Namib Desert 
Kalahari Desert 
Gobi Desert 
Australian Desert  
 
Continents  
Circle and label these using the color purple 
North America (Mexico & Greenland is included 
here) 
South America (Mexico is not included here) 
Europe 
Asia 
Africa  
Australia 
Antarctica  
 
Longitude & Latitude 
Draw and label these using the color black  
Equator 
Prime Meridian 
Arctic Circle 
Antarctic Circle 
Tropic of Cancer 
Tropic of Capricorn 
 



  
Part Two: What the World Eats  

 
Instructions: 

1. Go to the following article and read “Hungry Planet: What The World Eats”. 

a. http://time.com/8515/what-the-world-eats-hungry-planet/  

2. Click through the slideshow, reading each caption carefully.  

3. Go to the next article and listen to the article: 'Hungry Planet: What The World Eats' 

a. https://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=5005952  

b. The play button is on the upper left-hand side of the page. It looks like this: 
 

4. Scroll through and read the second article. 

5. Complete the assignment on the next two pages.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://time.com/8515/what-the-world-eats-hungry-planet/
https://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=5005952


Part Two: What the World Eats  
 

1. Name three families and their countries, with more meat, poultry, or fish on their tables.  
 

a.  __________________________________________________________ 

b.  __________________________________________________________ 

c.  __________________________________________________________ 

2. Name three families and their countries, that eat mostly grains and produce. 
 

a.  __________________________________________________________ 

b.  __________________________________________________________ 

c.  __________________________________________________________ 

3. Compare the families from 1 and 2, which set of families do you think lives in a more developed country? Why? 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

4. Think about the diets of families who live in less developed countries, the foods they eat are not considered “bad”, so why then, 
do these countries struggle with hunger? (Hint: The world does not have a food shortage problem, the world has a food distribution 
problem.)  

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 
Part Two: What the World Eats  

 
5. Take stock of the grocery items in your home. How much does your family spend in each category of food, weekly? 

a. Use the second article to help you categorize your food.  
b. Estimates are okay! 

 
Grains & Other Starchy Foods: ________ 

Dairy: ________ 

Meat, Fish & Eggs: ________ 

Fruits, Vegetables & Nuts: ________ 

Condiments: ________ 

 

Snacks & Desserts: ________ 

Prepared Food: ________ 

Fast Food: ________ 

Restaurants: ________ 

Beverages: ________ 

Total Food Expenditure for One Week: ________ 

 
 

6. Out of all the families in both articles, which family has groceries most similar to yours (according to type of food, not the brands of 
food)? Why do you think that is? 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
7. Circle the list of food items which have the most impact on the environment. In the blank below, explain why the list of food items 

you chose, impacts the environment more harshly than the other list.  
 

1. Grains & Other Starchy Foods 
Dairy 
Meat, Fish & Eggs 
Fruits, Vegetables & Nuts 
 

2. Condiments 
Snacks & Desserts 
Prepared Food 
Fast Food 
Restaurants 
Beverages 
 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

8. Reflect on the groceries in your home. What would you change once you are on your own? Why? What would you keep the same? 
Why? 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 

Part Three: The Difference Between Physical and Human Geography  

Instructions: 

1. In world geography, you will be learning about physical and human geography. In complete sentences, thoroughly 
explain the difference between physical geography and human geography.  

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 


