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Advanced Placement World History: Modern 

Olivarez Syllabus, 2020-2021  
Mr. Jesse Olivarez 

E-mail:jolivarez@beevilleisd.net

Course Description: 

This course guides students toward mastering the analytic skills and factual knowledge 

necessary to deal critically with the problems and materials in World History from 1200 to the present.  

Coursework will be taught and graded at the college level.  Students will learn to assess historical 

materials - their relevance to a given interpretive problem, their reliability, and their importance - and 

to weigh the evidence and interpretations presented in historical scholarship.  The course will develop 

in students the skills necessary to arrive at conclusions on the basis of informed judgments and to 

present reasons and evidence clearly and persuasively in essay format. 

Classroom Rules: 

1. Treat everyone with respect.

2. One person speaks at a time.

3. Keep up with the assignments. 
4. All other school rules as outlined in the student handbook will be enforced.

General Policies: 

1. Help will be given if you ask.

2. No cheating.  To achieve an education you must do your own work.  Any cheating on

essays or assignments will result in a score of ‘0.’

Long Term Learning: 

The Advanced Placement test on World History includes events ranging from c. 1200 CE to the 

present.  The quantity of information and depth of understanding students must retain in order to score 

well precludes cramming.  There is simply too much for last minute study tactics to substitute for real 

extended effort.  Students are expected to work to achieve long-term learning of the content.  To aid in 

long-term retention students should take notes on reading of the text, secondary essays, and lectures.  

Completed summations of secondary readings serve as excellent study aids and reminders of key 

arguments and interpretations.  

Assessment and Evaluation: 

Over the course of the first three quarters students will complete nine major units of study. 

Student mastery of unit content will be assessed by unit exams incorporating multiple choice and free 

response formats. Free response include AP Short Answer Questions (SAQ), Long Essay Questions 

(LEQ), and Document Based Questions (DBQ). Unit objective exams test student progress toward 

mastering the central textbook content. In addition, students are required to create summative 

statements and/or annotations of assigned secondary readings. Class discussion and participation points 

will be assigned. 
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Student grades will be assigned during all quarters based upon total points using the standard 

grading scale below: 

     

     90 - 100% = A 

     80 – 89%  = B   

      70 – 79% = C 

      69% or less = F     

  

Text: Editors. Advanced Placement World History: Modern, Perfection Learning, 2019. 

 

Robert Strayer and Eric Nelson, Ways of the World: A Global History with Sources, Bedford/St. 

Martin, 2016. 

 

Period 1 c. 1200 – c. 1450 
 

Unit Zero Pre-History until 1200 CE: 

 Topics include: 

 Part I: Human Development to 600 CE 

 Part II: The Classical Era, 600 BCE to 600 CE 

 Part III: The Postclassical Civilizations, c. 600 CE to 1200 CE 

  

 

Unit 1, The Global Tapestry, c. 1200 CE-1450 CE: 
 Topics include: 

 1.1 Developments in East Asia 

 1.2 Developments in Dar al-Islam 

 1.3 Developments in South and Southeast Asia 

 1.4 Developments in the Americas 

 1.5 Developments in Africa 

 1.6 Developments in Europe 

 1.7 Comparison in the Period between 1200 CE – 1450 CE 

 

 

Unit 2, Networks of Exchange from c. 1200 CE-1450 CE: 

 Topics include: 

 2.1 The Silk Roads 

 2.2 The Mongol Empire and the Modern World 

 2.3 Exchange in the Indian Ocean 

 2.4 Trans-Saharan Trade Routes 

 2.5 Cultural Consequences of Connectivity 

 2.6 Environmental Consequences of Connectivity 

 2.7 Comparison of Economic Exchange  
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PERIOD 2 c. 1450 – c. 1750 
 

Unit 3 Land Based Empire, from 1450-1750 C.E.: 

 Topic include: 

 3.1 European, East Asian and Gunpowder Empires Expand 

 3.2. Empires: Administrations 

 3.3 Empires: Belief Systems 

 3.4 Comparison in Land-Based Empires  

 

Unit 4, Transoceanic Interconnections, from 1450-1750 C.E.: 

 Topics include: 

 4.1 Technological Innovations  

 4.2 Explorations: Causes and Events 

 4.3 Columbian Exchange  

 4.4 Maritime Empires Link Regions 

 4.5 Maritime Empires Develop 

 4.6 Internal and External Challenges to State Power  

 4.7 Changing Social Hierarchies  

 4.8 Continuity and Change from 1450-1750 

 

Period 3 c. 1750- c. 1900 
 

Unit 5 Revolutions from 1750-1900: 

 Topics include: 

 5.1 The Enlightenment  

 5.2 Nationalism and Revolutions  

 5.3 Industrial Revolution Begins 

 5.4 Industrialization Spreads 

 5.5 Technology in the Industrial Age  

 5.6 Industrialization: Government’s Role 

 5.7 Economic Developments and Innovations 

 5.8 Reactions to the Industrial Economy  

 5.9 Society and the Industrial Age  

 5.10 Continuity and Change in the Industrial Age  

  

Unit 6 Consequence of Industrialization from 1750 to 1900: 

 Topics include: 

 6.1 Rationales for Imperialism  

 6.2 State Expansion 

 6.3 Indigenous Response to State Expansion  

 6.4 Global Economic Development  

 6.5 Economic Imperialism  

 6.6 Causes of Migration in an Interconnected World  

 6.7 Effects of Migrations 

 6.8 Causation of the Imperial Age  
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Period 4 1900-Present 
 

Unit 7 Global Conflict after 1900 

 Topics include: 

 7.1 Shifting Power 

 7.2 Causes of World War I 

 7.3 Conducting World War I 

 7.4 Economy in the Interwar Period 

 7.5 Unresolved Tensions after World War I 

 7.6 Causes of World War II 

 7.7 Conducting World War II 

 7.8 Mass Atrocities  

 7.9 Causation of Global Conflict  

 

Unit 8 Cold War and Decolonization 

 Topics include: 

 8.1 Setting the Stage for the Cold War and Decolonization 

 8.2 The Cold War 

 8.3 Effects of the Cold War 

 8.4 Spread of Communism 

 8.5 Decolonization after 1900 

 8.6 Newly Independent States 

 8.7 Global Resistance to Established Power Structures  

 8.8 End of the Cold War 

 8.9 Causation in the Age of the Cold War and Decolonization 

 

Unit 9 Globalization after 1900 

 Topics include: 

 9.1 Advances in Technology and Change  

 9.2 Technological Advancements and Limitations – Disease 

 9.3 Technology and the Enviornment  

 9.4 Economics in the Global Age  

 9.5 Calls for Reform and Responses 

 9.6 Globalized Culture  

 9.7 Resistance to Globalization  

 9.8 Institutions Developing in a Globalized World  

 9.9 Continuity and Change in a Globalized World  
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AP History – DBQ Scoring Rubric – 7 points 

 

Context-

ualization 

Describes a broader historical context relevant to the prompt. 

 

 

This point is not awarded for merely a phrase or reference.  Advice: ACE it! ______ / 1 pt 

Thesis 

Responds to the prompt with a historically defensible thesis/claim that establishes a line 

of reasoning. 

 

Thesis must make a claim that responds to the prompt rather than restating or rephrasing 

the prompt; must be located in one place, either in the introduction or the conclusion.  

Advice: Be sophisticated; answer comprehensively. ______ / 1 pt 

Evidence 

Beyond the 

Documents 

Uses at least one additional piece of the specific historical evidence (beyond that found 

in the documents) relevant to an argument about the prompt. 

 

 

Must describe the evidence using more than a phrase or reference, and must be different 

from the evidence used to earn the point for contextualization.   Advice: ACE it! ______ / 1 pt 

Doc. 

Mere 

Use 

(3+) 

Use to 

Support 

(6+) 

HAP-P 

(3+) 

Document Analysis (HAP-P) 

Advice: Do historical situation; apply value-added test. 

1     

2     

3     

4     

5     

6     

7     

Doc Use 

1st Point 

Uses the content of at least three documents to address the topic of the prompt. 

 

 ______ / 1 pt 

Doc Use 

2nd Point 

Supports an argument in response to the prompt using at least six documents. 

 

 ______ / 1 pt 

Document 

Analysis 

For at least three documents, explains how or why the documents’ historical situation, 

audience, purpose, and/or point of view is relevant to an argument. (HAP-P). DO 

HISTORICAL SITUATIONS! Explain WHY the historical context is relevant to your 

answer. 

 

 ______ / 1 pt 

Historical 

Reasoning  

Demonstrates a complex understanding of the historical development that is the focus of 

the prompt, using evidence to corroborate, qualify, or modify an argument that addresses 

the question. 

 

A response may demonstrate a complex understanding in a variety of ways, such as: 

Explaining both similarity and difference, or explaining both continuity and change, or 

explaining multiple causes, or explaining both cause and effect; or, Qualifying or 

modifying an argument by considering diverse or alternative views or evidence. 

Advice: Argue both sides and differentiate to add sophistication. ______ / 1 pt 

 

  
______ / 7 pts 
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AP History – LEQ Scoring Rubric – 6 Points 

 

 

Context-

ualization 

Describes a broader historical context relevant to the prompt. 

 

 

 

This point is not awarded for merely a phrase or reference. Advice: ACE it! ______ / 1 pt 

Thesis 

Responds to the prompt with a historically defensible thesis/claim that establishes a 

line of reasoning. 

 

 

 

Thesis must make a claim that responds to the prompt rather than restating or 

rephrasing the prompt; must be located in one place, either in the introduction or 

the conclusion.  Advice: Be sophisticated; answer comprehensively. ______ / 1 pt 

Evidence 

Provides specific examples of evidence relevant to the topic of the prompt. 

 

 

 

To earn one point, the response must identify specific historical examples of 

evidence relevant to the topic of the prompt.  

Advice: Plural examples means a minimum of two, but more is better. 

 

______ / 1 pt 

Supports an argument in response to the prompt using specific and relevant 

examples of evidence. 

 

 

 

To earn two points the response must use specific historical evidence to support an 

argument in response to the prompt. Advice: ACE every example! ______ / 1 pt 

Analysis 

and 

Reasoning 

 

 

 

Uses historical reasoning (e.g. comparison, causation, CCOT) to frame or structure 

an argument that addresses the prompt. 

 

 

 

To earn the first point, the response must demonstrate the use of historical 

reasoning to frame or structure an argument, although the reasoning might be 

uneven or imbalanced. ______ / 1 pt 

Demonstrates a complex understanding of the historical development that is the 

focus of the prompt, using evidence to corroborate, qualify, or modify an argument 

that addresses the question. 

 

 

 

A response may demonstrate a complex understanding in a variety of ways, such 

as: Explaining both similarity and difference, or explaining both continuity and 

change, or explaining multiple causes, or explaining both cause and effect; or, 

Qualifying or modifying an argument by considering diverse or alternative views 

or evidence. Advice: Argue both sides and differentiate to add sophistication. ______ / 1 pt 

Comments: 

 

 
  

______ / 6 pts 
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Guidelines for Writing Summations 

 

1. A ‘Summation’ is a single paragraph, typed and double-spaced, in which you bring together the author’s 

 thesis and most important ideas.  Summations serve two purposes in AP US History.  In the month 

 before the AP Exam in May Summations are fantastic study aides.  They also serve to improve your 

 essay writing. 

 

2. Write in active voice; avoid passive voice. 

 Active:  Lightning struck the barn. 

 Passive: The barn was struck by lightning. 

 Concise and compact essays result from writing in active voice. 

 

3. Use short quotes; preferably a phrase and very rarely longer than one sentence. 

 

4. Achieve subject / verb agreement writing in past tense. 

 

5. Avoid overuse of it, they, and you.  Be specific in your writing. 

 

6. Do not re-write the article.  Treat the author’s main point(s). 

 

7. Factually support your contentions.  “For example, …” 

 

8. Use transition words:  however, furthermore, nonetheless, moreover, etc.  And not just at the beginning 

of sentences as they work quite well in the middle linking ideas while indicating their relationship. 

 

9. Do not abbreviate. 

 

10. Keep your summation to a single paragraph on a single page. 

 

11. Write in third person. 

 

12. It is conventional in historical writing to include punctuation within quotation marks. 

 For example: Seuss concluded, “Red Fish, Blue Fish.” 

 

13. Include author’s name and title of reading.  You may integrate the author and title into the 

summation, or place into title or heading. 
 

 

Summation Rubric: 

+23 – 25 = A well written paragraph that encapsulates the most important meanings  

from the reading in one paragraph. 

 

+20 – 22 = A summation that includes the important ideas, but is poorly written; Or, a  

summation that is well written, but misses some of the ideas. 

 

+18 – 19 = A summation that contains some of the article’s ideas (but not all), and is 

not written following the guidelines for writing summations. 

 

+15 – 17 = A paragraph that misses the ideas. 

 

14 or less = Words on paper that show a complete lack of understanding of the  

reading. 
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Guidelines for Annotations: 

 Annotations are notes taken to speed your reading, generate processing, and make material accessible 

months or years later.  The goals of annotations are to capture the author’s thesis (if clearly stated, or theme if no 

stated thesis), main supporting arguments/ideas, and for the student to express in a sentence the most important 

things to remember about the secondary reading.  Mark the thesis clearly.  If there is no stated thesis…then write 

a clear thesis for the author.  Create short notes in the margins that encapsulate the author’s main ideas.  Write a 

‘conclusive statement’ in your own words that includes the most important ideas/arguments of the article; what 

you need to remember. 

 

Annotation or Note-taking Rubric 

+10   = Correctly identified thesis.  An accurate conclusive statement created by  

the student brings together the most important ideas of the reading in one  

sentence.  All main ideas marked by notation. 

 

Thesis  = +3 for correct thesis.  +2 for partial thesis.  +1 for incorrect thesis. 

 

Conclusive = +3 for strong conclusive statement.  +2 for partially correct.  +1 for 

Statement  attempt. 

 

Notes  = +4 for complete annotations of interpretive ideas.  +3 for about 75% of 

ideas.  +2 for 50% finished.  +1 about 25% complete. 

  


