
 AC JONES HIGH SCHOOL COURSE SYLLABUS 
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Course Title:  AP United States History            Teacher: Jesus Olivarez               AC Jones High School – Room 219              
School Phone: (361) 362-6000                                                                                    E-mail: jolivarez@beevilleisd.net     
         
    “Success is not about where you come from, or how much money your family has. Success is about how passionately you believe in 

your own potential, and more importantly, how hard you’re willing to work to achieve it.” – Michelle Obama 

 
Course Description: The Advanced Placement US History (APUSH) course is considered the equivalent of a full-
year college survey course in US history (equal to two classes/six credits).  APUSH is a chronological and 
thematic survey of US history covering the time period of pre-Colonial America (1492) to contemporary 
America (2012). The course is designed to provide students with the analytic skills and factual knowledge to 
deal critically with the problems and issues faced by the people and leaders in the United States of America. 
The course will put special emphasis on key historical themes including: American diversity, identity, culture, 
demographic changes, economic transformations, the environment, globalization, politics and citizenship, 
reforms, religion, slavery and its legacies in North America, and war and diplomacy. 
  
The course is designed to prepare students for the College Board’s AP US History Exam given nation-wide in 
May. Students who pass the exam (score of 3, 4, or 5) may earn college credits. Most colleges will award SIX 
college credits for successfully scoring on those levels on the test (equivalent to US History I and II). What sets 
this course apart from an academic course is extensive reading of college-level texts, combined with a heavy 
emphasis upon analytical skills that include forming and substantiating various historical hypotheses, as well 
as in-depth work with historical documents.  

 
Textbook/Readings 
Primary Textbook 

• Newman, J. & Schmalbach J. (2020). AMSCO United States History: Preparing for the Advanced Placement 
Examination (4th Edition). Des Moines, IA: Perfection Learning  

Supplementary Texts  

• Davidson, James West, and Mark Hamilton Lytle. After the Fact: The Art of Historical Detection. 5th ed. 
2 vols. New York: McGraw-Hill, 2005. 

• Norton, Mary Beth, Carol Sheriff, David W. Blight, Howard P. Chudacoff, Fredrik Logevall, and Beth 
Bailey. A People and a Nation: A History of the United States. 9th ed. Boston: Cengage Learning, 2012. 

• Princeton Review (2017). ASAP US History: A Quick Review Study Guide for the AP Exam. New York, NY: 
Random House 

• Oates, Stephen B. Portrait of America. 7th ed. Vol. 1, From Before Columbus to the End of 
Reconstruction. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1999. 

Primary Source Reader (Students Do Not Need Own Copy) 
Kennedy, David M., Lizabeth Cohen, and Thomas A Bailey. The American Pageant. 14th ed. Boston: 
Cengage Learning, 2008. 
 

Supplemental readings will be handed out with each unit of study and will come from a variety of sources. 

 
 
 
 
 



Grading/Evaluation:  

Beeville ISD Grading Scale  Teacher’s Grading Structure – Marking Period 

100% - 90% A  Unit Tests & Exams 40% 

89% – 80% B  Daily Work 60% 

79% – 70% C    

69% – 60% F    

Students enrolled in this course are required to take the AP US History Exam and the STAAR exam.  

 

 
 

POLICIES AND PROCEDURES  
Materials for the Course 
Students should have the following materials for the course: 

- 4-Inch (or larger) Binder  
o 10 Dividers 
o Lined Paper in the Binder 

- Pen and Pencils 
- AMSCO. United States History: Preparing for the Advanced Placement Examination (2021 Edition) 

(Students have the option to purchase. $30.00 if lost or not in same condition as given) 
- Computer with Internet Access – In order for students to complete assignments, they will need a 

computer with Internet access out of school. Students can use a cell phone if needed. If students do 
not readily have a computer at home, they will need to use a school computer during their daily study 
hall or the resources at their neighborhood library  

 
Contacting Mr. O 
There are a variety of ways in which students and parents can contact me: 

- Office Hours: I am available most days before school, after school and at lunch to assist students and 
answer questions. If a student or parent wishes to meet, they should contact me ahead of time.  

- Email: At a minimum, I check my school based email (jolivarez@beevilleisd.net) at least three times a 
day: before school, during my planning period, and after school.  

- Virtual Office Hours: As needed.  
- Remind: I will utilize a group messaging program to keep students informed and send reminders about 

class. Students also have the option of downloading and using the app. All messages are archived. 
Students should remember that this is for school purposes only and all school rules still apply. This is not 
to be used as a social group chat. Standard text messaging rates apply based on the plan which students 
have.  
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Mr. O’s 2021-2022 Schedule  
IN PERSON SCHEDULE 

Period Time Class 

1 8:15 – 9:05 AP US History 

2 9:11 – 10:01 Conference Period 

3 10:07 – 10:57 US History 

4 11:03 – 11:53 US History  

A 
LUNCH 

11:53 – 12:23   

5 12:29 – 1:19  AP US History 

6 1:25 – 2:15 US History 

7 2:21 – 3:11 US History 

8 3:17 – 4:07 US History 

Tutorials 4:15 – 4:45  Monday – Thursday (or by appointment on Friday)  

 
Balance – Extra Curriculars, Sports, and Outside Activities 
 
Students MUST develop time management strategies to spread out their homework in a way that works for 
them. I will give students a suggested calendar every two weeks to help them. It is my suggestion that they 
take time each night to do homework and not try and complete it all in one night.  
 
Special Considerations During Virtual Learning 

- Schoology: Schoology is a free and secure learning network for teachers, students, and schools.  It 
provides a safe way for teachers and students to connect, share content, access homework, participate 
in discussions, manage due dates, and receive class information. Schoology will be used every day for 
class. Schoology is used for all classes at AC Jones High School. Students are encouraged to download the 
Schoology Student app on their phone.  

-  
- Live Class Sessions Using Schoology Conferences: Live instruction will take place at scheduled times 

during the school day. Please note that ALL conferences that occur on Schoology or Google Meets WILL 
be recorded. This includes the recording of all web camera activity as well as all chat activity. School 
rules and policies still apply and any violation of those will be immediately reported to School 
Administration. These sessions will be held using the Conferences App directly in Schoology. If you are 
not able to attend a live classroom session due to not having a Internet connection or having poor 
Internet bandwidth (slow speed), you will be expected to watch the recording of the conference and 
complete the activities. The following are expectations for all students during these live sessions: 

o Find a quiet learning space from which to participate. Unless you are using your cell phone to 
participate in the session, please have it off and away.  

o Be on time and have your materials ready. 
o When you enter the conference, please mute your mic.  
o It is recommended that you have your web camera on, however it is not required. You may use 

a virtual or blurred background, as long as it’s appropriate.  
o The teacher will have frequent checks for understanding and times where you will be expected 

to participate. If you have your web camera off, you will be expected to participate by using the 
chat box. 

o The chat box is for class communication and learning only. It is not for socializing with your 
peers.  

 



Coursework 
AP US History (APUSH), is a 6-credit intensive college course and it is one of the most demanding AP courses. 
As a result, students should expect a challenging workload that will take a significant amount of time outside 
of school. It is impossible for the teacher to cover all the material during the class time we have, thus the 
student must complete all required coursework to be best prepared for the exam. Coursework includes the 
following types of tasks:  

- Flipped Instruction: I use a teaching methodology called “flipped instruction” in which the students 
complete the lecture/background information portion of the course. Online videos and review guides 
will be made available for students. This is in place of reading textbook chapters. This allows more time 
to be used during class for activities that engage students and help them to understand the content on a 
deeper level. With each video, students will utilize the website EdPuzzle to watch the video and take 
notes. These are graded. You are required to take detailed notes in their notebook. Videos are typically 
30 minutes in length.  

- Notes: Take notes on video and in-class lectures, discussions, and readings. If student notes are detailed, 
Mr. O.  will move them from notes to completing a note guide.  

- Discussions: Be prepared to discuss readings, lecture materials, and various assignments. 
- Presidential Outlines: Students will complete an informational outline for each of the presidents of the 

United States as we progress through history this year. These outlines are very detailed, and will serve as 
the students’ chief studying tool throughout the year.  

- Writing: Writing is a large portion of the AP exam and as such students will do much writing throughout 
the year in the format of Short Answer Questions (SAQs), Long Essay Questions (LEQs) and Document 
Based Questions (DBQs).  

- AP Classroom from the College Board: Students will complete a short digital activation process at the 
start of the year which will provide access to new classroom resources such as a question bank, unit 
guides, personal progress checks, and performance dashboard. Students will utilize this site throughout 
the year for review and homework.   

- Fiveable: Fiveable offers live, in-depth group teaching and learning sessions. They connect AP teachers 
and students through live-streamed lessons, interactive discussions, and engaging communities. From 
their computers or phones, students can review content with live lectures, practice FRQs in live grading 
sessions, and ask questions and join study groups.   

 
Assessments 

- Projects: Students will complete several projects a quarter to enhance their understanding of the 
content. While time will be given in class, a bulk of the work will be done outside of school.  

- Map Quizzes: Geography is an important piece of the social studies. As such, students will take frequent 
map quizzes of the different political and physical characteristics of the different regions of the world.  

- Quizzes: Reading and preparing for class is the most significant contribution to success in APUSH. For this 
reason, pop reading quizzes are given regularly. Each quiz consists of 5-10 questions based on the 
objectives for the unit. The textbook, notes, and supplemental sources will all be helpful in preparing for 
quizzes.  

- Tests: Each chapter and unit will end with a test. These tests will include multiple choice, essay, and/or 
document-based questions. 

- Exams: At the end of the first semester, students will take a Semester Examination that will cover Periods 
1-5 of US History. At the end of April, just prior to the AP exam, students will take a full Mock AP US 
History Exam that covers content from the entire year. 
 
 
 
 



Content Notice 
Our study of U.S. History, especially as we examine primary source documents, will touch on some sensitive 
topics—slavery, racism, sexism, violence — to the level any survey of the subject would. I will generally try to 
give content warnings in class for potentially upsetting language or imagery, but students who have concerns 
about specific kinds of content are urged to contact me privately early in the year. 
 
Review 
Throughout the year, many opportunities will be given for review. There will always be a review session before 
every unit test. Beginning in April, there will be 5-6 review sessions to prepare students for the AP exam. A 
majority of these will be after school. Students are encouraged to attend these review sessions when offered.  
 
Study Groups 
At the beginning of the year, I will take 1-2 class periods to teach AND practice good study skills with students. 
Students are also encouraged to form a study group. Working with peers from class is a valuable method of 
studying and reviewing as long as students don’t just “divide and conquer.”  
 
Extra Credit and Bonus Points 
While extra credit is not offered, students will have many opportunities to earn bonus points throughout the 
year by attending review sessions, excellent work, extraordinary effort, etc. There are many bonus point 
opportunities during the year and thus you will have other times which you can earn points. Students are 
highly encouraged to take up these opportunities.  
 
Discipline  
It is my goal as the teacher to create a learning environment that is so engaging that students forget they are 
learning. I work hard to develop lessons that cultivate your student’s creativity, incorporate technology, are 
engaging and push the student to work hard and critically think. My goal is for students not to go away from 
this course just knowing “facts” that they won’t remember five years from now, but to create an experience 
for students where they are able to discover new things, collaborate with their peers, individually apply the 
material we learn and be excited about learning. Knowing all this, it is my desire that time is not taken from 
learning for misconduct. In the case of misconduct, I follow a 3-strikes procedure: 

1. Individual Conference with the Student 
2. Contact Made with the Parent/Guardian (via phone preferably)  
3. Referral to Administration  

 
Specific Policies 

- Retaking Assessments: Students are not able to retake any assessment. Students are given plenty of 
notice to prepare for assessments as well as review options and my office hours of which they can sign 
up for so they can have my undivided attention.  

- Absences/Make-Up Work: Because of the fast-paced nature of the course and the amount of material 
covered, students are encouraged to be in class. However, there will be days when a student is out as a 
result of a school based function, being sick, or other reason. Students are responsible for any work they 
miss while absent.  

o Absent During Assessment: If a student is absent when an assessment is given, it is the students 
responsibility to make arrangements with me to take that assessment during their Study Hall or 
another class period.  

- Late Work: Unless there is an extenuating circumstance (determined by the teacher) late work is not 
accepted and will be entered as a 0.  

o End of Quarter: At the end of a grading period, students are not permitted to turn in old late or 
missing work (including if they were absent – see absence policy) and no end of quarter extra 



credit is given. There are many bonus point opportunities throughout the quarter which the 
student can utilize.  

- School Closings: Weather or other events may result in school being closed. While that day will be made 
up, often make-up days are not until after the AP Exam, thus we lose a valuable day of instruction. When 
school is closed, students are expected to check-in on Canvas for an assignment that will need to be 
completed.  

- Academic Dishonesty 
o Academic dishonesty is defined to include any form of cheating and/or plagiarism. Cheating 

includes, but is not limited to, such acts as stealing or altering testing instrument; falsifying the 
identify of persons for any academic purposes; offering, giving or receiving unauthorized 
assistance on an examination, quiz, or other written or oral record. Plagiarism is the 
presentation of written or oral material in a manner which conceals the true source of 
documentary material; or the representation of material which uses hypotheses, conclusions, 
evidence, data, or the like, in a way that the student appears to have done work which he/she 
did not, in fact do 

o Cheating: Cheating by any means on any work, projects or assessments is unacceptable. 
Students who are found to be cheating will receive a 0 on the assignment, this includes on 
assessments. During assessments, this includes going to other locations on the 
computer/Internet outside the testing portal, talking to others during the test, utilizing notes, 
having a cell phone on their person, etc.  

o Plagiarism: Plagiarism (copying) will result in an automatic 0. I utilize a program that analyzes all 
work that is submitted and searches the entire internet to check for plagiarism.  

 
 
Movies 
During the school year, I will utilize parts of or occasionally a full movie to give students a deeper 
understanding of what we are studying. Some of the movies depict tragic events in American history and thus 
are often mature in content. Because this is a college-level class, students are expected to be able to handle 
these. Parents are encouraged to research the movies using IMDB or another website. If you have questions 
or concerns, please contact me. Movies that will be utilized in class this year (in part or whole) include: 
Disney’s Pocahontas (for inaccuracies), The Salem Witch Trials, John Adams, Amistad, the Patriot, 12 Years a 
Slave, Pearl Harbor, Lincoln, Gettysburg, Gods and Generals, Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee, the Men Who 
Built America, Wizard of Oz, Iron Jawed Angels, The Great Gatsby, A Wonderful Life, The Grapes of Wrath, 
Saving Private Ryan, Flags of Our Fathers, Pearl Harbor, Band of Brothers, the Pacific, Schindler’s List, Downfall, 
Parkland, Thirteen Days, Zapruder Film, J Edgar, Selma, Path to War, All the Way, M*A*S*H, Apollo 13, 
Frost/Nixon, CNN’s 60s, 70s, 80s, and 90s films, Zero Dark Thirty,  and various Ken Burns’ documentaries.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



AP United States History – Course Calendar 
 

Periods/Units of US History as Established by the College Board 
Period 1 (1491-1607) 

- Native Americans 
- Age of Exploration 
- Early Colonies  

Period 2 (1607-1754) 
- Colonial Life 
- French & Indian War 

Period 3 (1754-1800) 
- American Revolution  
- Constitution and Early Republic 

Period 4 (1800-1848) 
- Expansion 
- War of 1812 
- Age of Jackson 
- Antebellum America  

Period 5 (1844-1877) 
- Sectionalism  
- Mexican American War  
- Civil War 
- Reconstruction 

Period 6 (1865-1898) 
- The American West 
- Industrial Revolution  
- Gilded Age 

Period 7 (1890-1945) 
- American Empire  
- Progressive Era 
- The Great War (WWI) 
- Roaring 20s 
- Great Depression 
- WWII 

Period 8 (1945-1980) 
- Korean War 
- Cold War 
- Vietnam Conflict 
- Fifties/Sixties/Seventies 

Period 9 (1980-Present)  
- New Conservatism 
- Terrorism  

 

1st Quarter 
AUGUST 

• Period 1: 1491-1607 
SEPTEMBER 
LABOR DAY 

• Period 2 (1607-1754) 

• Period 3: 1754-1800  
OCTOBER 

• Period 3 (Continued) 

2nd Quarter 
NOVEMBER 

• Period 4: 1800-1848  

• Period 5: 1844-1877 

THANKSGIVING BREAK 

DECEMBER 

SEMESTER EXAM 

CHRISTMAS BREAK  
 
 

3rd Quarter 

• Period 5: 1844 - 1877 (cont.) 
FEBRUARY  

• Period 6: 1865-1898 

PRESIDENTS DAY 

MARCH 

• Period 7 1890-1945 

4th Quarter 
APRIL  

• Period 8: 1945-1980 

• Period 9: 1980-Present  
MOCK EXAM/FINAL EXAM 
Review (3 Weeks)  
MAY 

- AP US History Exam  
- End of Year Projects  

 

 
The STAAR Exam 
Students enrolled in AP US History will have to take the US History STAAR Exam in May. They are not exempt 
from the state exam.  
 

The AP Test 
AP Test Registration 
College Board registration and payment for the AP test occurs in the fall. students enrolled in an AP course will 
be required to take the AP US History exam in May. The costs are paid for by Beeville ISD.  
 

Period % Tested on the AP Exam 
Below is an outline of the periodization used in the course and approximately how much of the AP 
exam/course content is devoted to each period. 



 

Period Period Title Date Range Weight 

1 The New World 1491-1607 4-6% 

2 Early Colonial America 1607-1754 6-8% 

3 Colonial Rebellion and Republican Experiment  1754-1800 10-17% 

4 Jeffersonian and Jacksonian America 1800-1848 10-17% 

5 Sectionalism, Civil War and Reconstruction 1844-1877 10-17% 

6 Industrial Revolution and Gilded Age 1865-1898 10-17% 

7 Progressive Era, Boom and Bust and World War 1890-1945 10-17% 

8 Cold War 1945-1980 10-17% 

9 Modern America 1980-Present 4-6% 

    

ABOUT THE APUSH EXAM 
AP U.S. History Exam: 3 Hours and 15 Minutes 

Format of Assessment  

Section I (1 hour and 35 minutes) 
While you will be stopped after the 55 minutes for the 
SMBC, there is not a break between the SMBCs and SAQs.  

Section II (1 hour and 40 minutes) 
There is no break during this section. Students are 
responsible for managing their time and ensuring they 
answer both the DBQ and LEQ in the hour and forty-
minute time period.  

Part A: Stimulus Bases Multiple Choice (SMBC) I 55 
Questions I 55 Minutes I 40% of Exam Score 

Part A: Document Based Question (DBQ) I 1 Question I  
60 Minutes (Includes 15 Minute Reading Period) I 
25% of Exam Score 

• Questions appear in sets of 2-5 

• Students analyze historical texts, interpretations, and 
evidence. 

• Primary and secondary sources, images, graphs, and 
maps are included.  

• 1 Question that will come from the years 1754-1980. 

• Analyze and synthesize historical data 

• Assess written, quantitative, or visual materials as 
historical evidence. 

 

Part B: Short Answer Questions (SAQ)  I 3 Questions I  
40 Minutes I 20% of Exam Score 

Part B: Long Essay Question (LEQ) I 1 Question I  
40 Minutes I 15% of Exam Score 

• Questions provide opportunities for students to 
demonstrate what they know best. 

• Some questions include texts, images, graphs or 
maps.  

• Questions: 
- Question 1 (Required) Secondary source (1754-

1980) 
- Question 2 (Required) Primary source (1754-1980) 
- (Required) Question 3 OR Question 4. Choose 

between: 
+ Question 3 – No stimulus (1491-1877) 
+ Question 4 – No stimulus (1865-2001) 

 
There is a 10-minute break after this portion of the exam 

• Students select one question among three options. 
Options will be: 

- 1491-1800 
- 1800-1898 
- 1890-2001 

• Explain and analyze significant issues in U.S. history. 

• Develop and argument supported by an analysis of 
historical evidence.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


