
AP US History Syllabus 2018-2019 
 

Mr. Jesus Olivarez 

AC Jones High School, Rm. 219 

(361) 362-6000 

jolivarez@beevilleisd.net 

Conference: 2nd Period (8:55 a.m. – 9:45 a.m.) 

Tutorials: 3:50 p.m. – 4:20 pm Monday-Thursday 
 
Course: AP US History is a rigorous course that covers six, chronological periods from the Pre-

Columbian Period to the contemporary times. This is a college-level course that will challenge students. 

As such, students will need to be disciplined in their study habits.  

  
❖ From the College Board: AP U.S. History is designed to be the equivalent of a two-semester 

introductory college or university U.S. history course. In AP U.S. History students investigate 

significant events, individuals, developments, and processes in nine historical periods from 

approximately 1491 to the present. Students develop and use the same skills, practices, and 

methods employed by historians: analyzing primary and secondary sources; developing historical 

arguments; making historical comparisons; and utilizing reasoning about contextualization, 

causation, and continuity and change over time. 

 
Historical Thinking Skills  
❖ Contextualization  
❖ Comparison  
❖ Causation  
❖ Continuity and Change Over Time 

 
 

 

Thematic Course Objectives  
❖ American and National Identity (NAT) 

❖ Politics and Power (POL)  

❖ Work, Exchange, and Technology (WXT) 

❖ Culture and Society (CUL)  

❖ Migration and Settlement (MIG) 

❖  Geography and the Environment (GEO) 

❖  America in the World (WOR) 

 
Throughout the course, students will practice and be provided scaffolds to produce thesis-driven 

arguments to be deployed in practice test items every two weeks. These essay assignments and practice 

exams include the Document-Based Question (DBQ) as well as the Long-Essay Question types that 

address the targeted historical thinking skills of causation, comparison, continuity and change, and 

periodization. 

 

Time Period Units   

Period 1: 1491-1607  

Period 2: 1607-1754   

Period 3: 1754-1800   

Period 4: 1800-1848  

Period 5: 1844-1877 

Period 6: 1865-1898 

Period 7: 1890-1945 

Period 8: 1945-1980 

Period 9: 1980-Present  
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What you will need: 
 
❖ 3 Ring Binder with 6 dividers for each unit (periodization), 1 divider for class materials  

 

Expectations: As a college-level course, students will be expected to spend a substantial amount of time 

outside of class on coursework. A standard college course requires a 1:3 ratio of study time. Therefore, 

for every 1 hour we spend in class, a student can expect 3 hours of work spent outside of class. As this is 

an introductory course, this will serve as a maximum.  
❖ Reading:We will have a standard goal of reading 1-2 textbook chapters a week outside of class 

before the scheduled date. To cover the full content of US history, reading and notes will be 

homework, while we delve into primary/secondary sources, discussions, and develop historical 

skills in class. 

➢ Students will need to plan time to read outside of class. A 30-40 page chapter divided 

over 2 nights is the recommended amount, but it is up to the student to decide when 

and how much to read to keep up with due dates. 
 
❖ Participation:As a college-level course, students will be expected to participate as such. There 

will be discussions and group activities that will require maturity, respect, and sharing opinions.  
❖ Penmanship:This course leads to a handwritten end of the year exam. Penmanship matters! 

If I cannot read it, the graders of the exam probably cannot either and you receive a zero. 

 

Classwork: Most of the assignments for this class will be posted to the Google Classroom. A Beeville 
ISD google classroom account is required to join. (Please let me know if you do not have one!). 
  
On Google classroom, you will find a constantly updated schedule for class. Make sure to check back 
often! Here you can find what reading is due for the day, what homework is due, and what we did in class 
if you are absent. Google Classroom is where I will post what we did that day if there is an assignment to 
make-up. 
 
Absences:You are responsible for your absences, excused or otherwise. 
 
❖ If it is prearranged:(vacation, any school events, sports trips, etc.), you should see me 

BEFOREyour absence. We can discuss when the missed assignments need to be submitted 
depending on the situation. If you do not discuss the absence with me before you leave, you are 
subject to the unscheduled absence due date. 

 
❖ If you are, sick or have an unscheduled absence: you should see me the day you return. This is 

your responsibility. Your assignment is due the next class period*. You have 1 week from your 
absence to turn in the assignment before it is worth half credit, and 2 weeks before it is no 
longer worth credit. 

 

*Not all assignments are created equal. If the circumstances of the assignment require more 

work than a day, I will specify when you get the work when it is due. 

 

Tests & Quizzes:Test and quiz make-ups MUST be made up within a week of it being given, unless 
otherwise planned with the me. This is because we will continue with new material and you cannot fall 

behind! 

 

❖ Retakes:I allow test (not quiz) re-takes, but you must fill out a Request to Retest form. The 
whole point of a retake is to do better; therefore if you score lower the second time, that is the 

score you will earn in the gradebook.  
➢ I will only allow retakes on tests within the same quarter. Once quarter grades are 

submitted, any test before that will not be eligible for retakes. 



Tentative Schedule  

Time Period Units 

Period 1: 1491-1607 

Period 2: 1607-1754 

Period 3: 1754-1800 

Period 4: 1800-1848 

Period 5: 1844-1877 

Period 6: 1865-1898 

Period 7: 1890-1945 

Period 8: 1945-1980 

Period 9: 1980-Present 
 

 

 

Grades: 
  
❖ Summative 40%   

➢ Tests  
➢ Practice Exams  

❖ Formative 60% 

➢ Quizzes  
➢ All classwork  
➢ Essays  

❖ Final 15%  
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I have read the course syllabus for AP US History; understand the expectations and how my 

student will be graded for this course. 

 

 

Student Signature_________________________________ 

 

Printed Name:____________________________________ 
 
 

 

Parent/Guardian Signature____________________________ 

 

Printed Name:_______________________________________ 

 

Email: _____________________________________________ 

 

Best Contact # & Time to Contact: __________________________________________ 


