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Introduction to AP U.S. Government and Politics  

AP U.S. Government and Politics is a college-level semester-long course that seeks to prepare students for 

success on the AP Exam in May, and provide students with political knowledge. Students will further develop 

their reasoning processes in order to participate meaningfully and thoughtfully in discussions and debates that 

are currently shaping American politics and society. It is important to note this course is not a history course, it 

is a political science course.  

 

AP U.S. Government and Politics studies the interconnectedness of the different parts of the American political 

system, and the behaviors and attitudes that shape and are the byproduct of this system. Through the 

development of political knowledge, disciplinary practices, and reasoning processes, by the end of the course, 

students will be able to analyze current and historical political events like a political scientist. Students will 

learn how to develop factually accurate, well reasoned, thoughtful arguments and opinions, that acknowledge 

and grapple with alternative political perspectives. 

 

Instructional Schedule 

This AP U.S. Government and Politics class is taught in one semester using a traditional school day schedule. 

Each class period is 50 minutes long. 

Unit 1: Foundations of American Democracy  

Unit 2: Interactions Among Branches of Government  

Unit 3: Civil Liberties and Civil Rights 

Unit 4: American Political Ideologies and Beliefs  

Unit 5: Political Participation  

 

Unit 1 Essential Questions 

1. How did the founders of the U.S. Constitution attempt to protect individual liberty, while also promoting 

public order and safety? 

2. How have theory, debate, and compromise influenced the U.S. Constitutional system? 

3. How does the development and interpretation of the Constitution influence policies that impact citizens 

and residents of the U.S.? 

 

Unit 2 Essential Questions 

1. How do the branches of the national government compete and cooperate in order to govern? 

2. To what extent have changes in the powers of each branch affected how responsive and accountable the 

national government is in the 21st century? 

 

Unit 3 Essential Questions  

1. To what extent do the U.S. Constitution and its amendments protect against undue government 

infringement on essential liberties and from invidious discrimination? 

2. How have U.S. Supreme Court rulings defined civil liberties and civil rights? 

 

Unit 4 Essential Questions  

1. How are American political beliefs formed and how do they evolve over time? 

2. How do political ideology and core values influence government policy making? 

 

Unit 5 Essential Questions  

1. How have changes in technology influenced political communication and behavior? 

2. Why do levels of participation and influence in politics vary? 

3. How effective are the various methods of political participation in shaping public policies? 
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Course Project Requirement 

Students will complete a political science research or applied civics project. The required project adds a civic 

component to the course, engaging students in exploring how they can affect, and are affected by, government 

and politics throughout their lives. The project might have students collect data on a teacher-approved political 

science topic, or analyze and report on the policymaking process of a governing body. Students will plan a 

presentation that relates their experiences or findings to what they are learning in the course. 

 

Course Content and Big Ideas 

• Constitutionalism (CON) 

• Liberty and Order (LOR) 

• Civic Participation in a Representative Democracy (PRD) 

• Competing Policy-Making Interests (PMI) 

• Methods of Political Analysis (MPA) 

 

Reasoning Processe 

Definition/Classification: Demonstrating 

knowledge of course concepts 

Explain - Process: Explaining political processes 

Explain - Causation: Explaining causes and 

effects of political principles, institutions, 

processes, and behaviors 

Explain - Comparison: Explaining similarities 

and differences among political principles, 

institutions, processes, and behaviors 

 

 

Disciplinary Practices 

Practice 1: Apply political concepts and 

processes to scenarios in context 

Practice 2: Apply Supreme Court decisions 

Practice 3: Analyze and interpret quantitative 

data represented in tables, charts, graphs, maps, 

and infographics 

Practice 4: Read, analyze, and interpret 

foundational documents and other text-based and 

visual sources 

Practice 5: Develop an argument in essay format

Summer Reading & Listening Suggestions  

 

The U.S. Constitution – https://constitutioncenter.org 

 

Listen to Morning Edition daily at – https://www.npr.org/programs/morning-edition/ 

  

Required Foundational Documents  

1. The Declaration of Independence 

2. The Articles of Confederation 

3. Federalist No. 10 

4. Brutus No. 1 

5. Federalist No. 51 

6. The Constitution of the United States 

7. Federalist No. 70 

8. Federalist No. 78 

9. “Letter from Birmingham Jail” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Required Supreme Court Cases 

1. Marbury v. Madison (1803) 

2. McCulloch v. Maryland (1819) 

3. Schenck v. United States (1919) 

4. Brown v. Board of Education (1954) 

5. Baker v. Carr (1961) 

6. Engel v. Vitale (1962) 

7. Gideon v. Wainwright (1963) 

8. Tinker v. Des Moines Independent Community 

School District (1969) 

9. New York Times Company v. United States 

(1971) 

10. Wisconsin v. Yoder (1972) 

11. Roe v. Wade (1973) 

12. Shaw v. Reno (1993) 

13. United States v. Lopez (1995) 

14. McDonald v. Chicago (2010) 

15. Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission 

(FEC) (2010) 
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