
5 Historical Figure Analysis Essay Rubric 

Traits 4 3 2 1 Score 

Focus & 

Details  

There is one 

clear, well-

focused topic. 

Main ideas are 

clear and are 

well supported 

by detailed and 

accurate 

information. 

There is one 

clear, well-

focused topic. 

Main ideas are 

clear but are not 

well supported 

by detailed 

information. 

There is one 

topic. Main 

ideas are 

somewhat clear. 

The topic and 

main ideas are 

not clear. 

 

Organization  The 

introduction is 

inviting, states 

the main topic, 

and provides 

an overview of 

the paper. 

Information is 

relevant and 

presented in a 

logical order. 

The conclusion 

is strong. 

The introduction 

states the main 

topic and 

provides an 

overview of the 

paper. A 

conclusion is 

included. 

The introduction 

states the main 

topic. A 

conclusion is 

included. 

There is no clear 

introduction, 

structure, or 

conclusion. 

 

Voice  The author’s 

purpose of 

writing is very 

clear, and there 

is strong 

evidence of 

attention to 

audience. The 

author’s 

extensive 

knowledge 

and/or 

experience 

with the topic 

is/are evident. 

The author’s 

purpose of 

writing is 

somewhat clear, 

and there is 

some evidence 

of attention to 

audience. The 

author’s 

knowledge 

and/or 

experience with 

the topic is/are 

evident. 

The author’s 

purpose of 

writing is 

somewhat clear, 

and there is 

evidence of 

attention to 

audience. The 

author’s 

knowledge 

and/or 

experience with 

the topic is/are 

limited. 

The author’s 

purpose of 

writing is 

unclear. 

 



Word Choice  The author 

uses vivid 

words and 

phrases. The 

choice and 

placement of 

words seems 

accurate, 

natural, and 

not forced. 

The author uses 

vivid words and 

phrases. The 

choice and 

placement of 

words is 

inaccurate at 

times and/or 

seems overdone. 

The author uses 

words that 

communicate 

clearly, but the 

writing lacks 

variety. 

The writer uses 

a limited 

vocabulary. 

Jargon or clichés 

may be present 

and detract from 

the meaning. 

 

Sentence 

Structure, 

Grammar, 

Mechanics, & 

Spelling  

All sentences 

are well 

constructed 

and have 

varied 

structure and 

length. The 

author makes 

no errors in 

grammar, 

mechanics, 

and/or spelling. 

Most sentences 

are well 

constructed and 

have varied 

structure and 

length. The 

author makes a 

few errors in 

grammar, 

mechanics, 

and/or spelling, 

but they do not 

interfere with 

understanding. 

Most sentences 

are well 

constructed, but 

they have a 

similar structure 

and/or length. 

The author 

makes several 

errors in 

grammar, 

mechanics, 

and/or spelling 

that interfere 

with 

understanding. 

Sentences sound 

awkward, are 

distractingly 

repetitive, or are 

difficult to 

understand. 

The author 

makes numerous 

errors in 

grammar, 

mechanics, 

and/or spelling 

that interfere 

with 

understanding. 

 

     Score 

 

  



Poster Board Rubric 

CATEGORY 4 3 2 1 

Coverage of the 

Topic  

Details on the 

poster capture 

the important 

information 

about the topic 

and increase the 

audience’s 

understanding. 

Details on the 

poster include 

important 

information but 

the audience 

may need more 

information to 

understand fully. 

Details on the 

poster relate to 

the topic but are 

too general or 

incomplete. The 

audience needs 

more 

information to 

understand. 

Details on the 

poster have little 

or nothing to do 

with main topic. 

Use of Graphics  All graphics are 

related to the 

topic and make 

it easier to 

understand. 

All graphics are 

related to the 

topic and most 

make it easier to 

understand. 

All graphics 

relate to the 

topic. 

Graphics do not 

relate to the 

topic. 

Organization  Information is 

very organized 

with clear titles 

and subheadings. 

Information is 

organized with 

titles and 

subheadings. 

Information is 

organized, but 

titles and 

subheadings are 

missing or do 

not help the 

reader 

understand. 

The information 

appears to be 

disorganized. 

Layout and 

Design  

All information 

on the poster is 

in focus and can 

be easily viewed 

and identified 

from 6 ft. away. 

Most of the 

information on 

the poster is in 

focus and the 

content easily 

viewed and 

identified from 6 

ft. away. 

Most of the 

information on 

the poster is in 

focus and the 

content is easily 

viewed and 

identified from 4 

ft. away. 

Much of the 

information on 

the poster is 

unclear or too 

small. 

Sources  All sources 

(information and 

graphics) are 

accurately 

documented. 

All sources 

(information and 

graphics) are 

accurately 

documented, but 

there are a few 

errors in the 

format. 

All sources 

(information and 

graphics) are 

documented, but 

information is 

incomplete or 

many are not in 

the desired 

format. 

Some sources 

are not 

accurately 

documented. 



Mechanics  No grammatical, 

spelling or 

punctuation 

errors. 

Almost no 

grammatical, 

spelling or 

punctuation 

errors. 

A few 

grammatical, 

spelling, or 

punctuation 

errors. 

Many 

grammatical, 

spelling, or 

punctuation 

errors. 

 

Sources should be stylized in MLA 8 fashion. For a website, it should be the 

Website/Organization name. The Article/Web Page. The URL. 

Example for a Website:  

ReadWriteThink. “Poster Session Rubric.” 

http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson1076/rubric.pdf 

 

For more information, please visit OWL Purdue 

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/ml

a_formatting_and_style_guide.html 

http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson1076/rubric.pdf
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_formatting_and_style_guide.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_formatting_and_style_guide.html

