
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Grades 6-12) 

 

Thank you for participating in the Texas Performance Standards Project! You will have the opportunity to 

explore one of your areas of interest in depth. If you are interested in science, you will conduct studies 

much as a laboratory scientist would do. If you would like to be a published poet, you might like to focus 

on taking a poem from conception to publication. Many students graduate from high school, and even 

college, without these valuable experiences. 

 

You will be given a structure for your participation, but it will be up to you to identify an important 

question that is of interest to you to explore. Your project should reflect professional quality work in at 

least one of the following areas: English language arts and reading, mathematics, science, and/or social 

studies.  

 

Projects  

A project consists of the long-term development of a question or idea that is significant to professionals 

in the specified field of study. Grounded in the content of the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills 

(TEKS), the project will develop an important content-area question or idea in depth and will not 

necessarily reflect broad content knowledge of the field. Additionally, the project will demonstrate the use 

of sophisticated and advanced research methods and the use of technology appropriate to the field of 

study. The project will result in learning that is demonstrated through products or performances 

appropriate to and comparable in quality to those of a professional who works in the field of study. A 

project consists of a product, abstract, process record, and presentation/question-and-answer 

session. 
 

The selection of the format of the product must convey the knowledge and skills learned in the project. 

The product is the focus of the scoring process. This culmination of your comprehensive study must 

exhibit mastery of content and thinking skills. Developing the final product is the focus of your learning 

process. The final product may be in one of the following formats: 

 A written product such as a formal paper, website, or literary work  

 A performance such as an exhibit or theatrical production  

 

Along with the product, you will submit a process record that documents your learning advancement. 

The process record may consist of, but is not limited to, an outline, log, journal, notes of mentor meetings, 

weekly progress reports, drafts of previous versions, and/or bibliography. The format of the process 

record should enable a reviewer to follow your learning throughout the project.  

 

You will summarize the project in a formal abstract. 

 

You will also make a public presentation, consisting of a brief explanation of the project and a 

question-and-answer session with the audience. I may have additional requirements.  

 

Support  

You will be supported in a variety of ways during the course of this project. 

 The educator responsible for guiding you through the project is your teacher.  

 A person with content expertise in your area of study and who works closely with you on the project 

will be your mentor.  

 Other educators, such as counselors, library/media specialists, campus administrators, and district 

and regional gifted/talented coordinators, will help you locate resources and provide additional 

support as needed. 

 



 

 

Timelines 

You, your mentor, and I will establish interim timelines for the project and a final completion date. It is 

your responsibility to meet the obligations of the agreed-upon timeline. To receive continued school 

support for the project, you must show evidence of timely progress. If you repeatedly and substantively 

fail to meet agreed-upon timelines, you may be withdrawn from the project.  

 

Project Assessment  

A scoring guide will be applied to your final product. You should become very familiar with it and use it 

to assess your progress throughout the project. You, your mentor, and I will meet regularly to assess 

progress, revise plans, and provide feedback, based on the assessment rubric. 

 

Please complete the profile, sign it, have your parent or guardian sign it, and return it to me. I look 

forward to working with you as we begin this project! Whenever you have questions, do not hesitate to 

contact me. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
 

 

 

 


