
Summary of TEA guidance 7/7/2020: 

 

1.  This information is based on TEA's quote "as we understand it today and takes effect 

immediately 7-7-2020" 

2.  Schools must post for parents and the public, one week prior to the start of on-campus 

activities/instruction, a summary of the plan the district will follow to mitigate COVID 19 spread 

in the school. 

3.  Any parent MAY request that their child be offered virtual instruction from any school 

system that offers such instruction.  (That school also has the right to refuse the transfer request) 

4.  Schools MUST provide daily on campus attendance for students. (5 days a week) 

5.  During the first 3 weeks of school, schools may temporarily limit access to on-campus 

instruction, but in order to receive funding for students not on campus synchronous or 

asynchronous methods must be utilized.  

6.  Schools are required to provide parents with a notice of their enrollment and attendance rights 

and responsibilities with TEA's published document.  Once TEA publishes that document. 

7.  Schools must require teachers and staff to self screen for COVID 19 before coming onto 

campus each day.  This should include taking their own temperature.  They must notify the 

school if they have symptoms or are lab confirmed.  If so, they must remain off campus until 

they meet re-entry criteria* 

8.  Teachers and staff must also notify the school if they have had close contact as defined 

below** with an individual who is lab confirmed.   If so, they must remain off campus until the 

14 day incubation period has passed. 

9.  Parents must ensure they do not send a child with symptoms or lab confirmed to school and 

should instead opt to choose remote instruction. 

10.  Students should be screened when coming onto campus.  This can be established by asking 

questions.  Temperature checks for asymptomatic students is not recommended but also not 

prohibited.   

11.  Visitors to campus must all be screened to determine if they have symptoms or have been 

lab confirmed or have been in close contact as defined below** with an individual who is 

lab confirmed.  If so, they must remain off campus until they meet the re-entry criteria* 

12.  Schools must only require individuals to provide "yes" or "no" to the screening question 

regarding are they symptomatic.  This is because schools are not entitled to collect health 

information during screening on specific health of an individual beyond whether they are 

symptomatic or not. 

13.  Any individual who is symptomatic or lab confirmed must stay home until the re-entry 

criteria* are met. 

*14.  Re-entry criteria for an individual who was diagnosed with COVID 19: 

          a.  at least 72 hours have passed since recovery (resolution of fever without the use of 

fever reducing medication); 

          b.  the individual has improvement in symptoms; AND 

          c.  at least 10 days have passed since symptoms first appeared. 
15.  If an individual who has symptoms that could by COVID 19 but has not been evaluated by a 

medical professional nor tested, such individual is assumed to be positive and may not return to 

campus until the above re-entry criteria* are met. 

16.  If any individual has symptoms that could be COVID 19 but wants to return to school before 

completing the re-entry criteria, the individual must either obtain a doctor's note clearing them 



for return, or receive two separate confirmations at least 24 hours apart that they are free of 

COVID from approved COVID 19 testing locations. 

17.  Schools must immediately separte any student who shows symptoms while at school until a 

parent or guardian can pick them up. 

18.  Schools should clean the area used by the symptomatic individual as soon as feasible. 

19.  Students who report feeling feverish should be given an immediate temperature check to 

determine if they are symptomatic of COVID 19. 

20.  If an individual in a school is lab confirmed, the school must notify the local health 

department. 

21.  Schools must close off areas that are heavily used by the individual with the confirmed case 

until the surfaces in those areas can be disinfected, unless more than 3 days have passed since the 

person was on campus. 

22.  Schools must notify all teachers, staff, and families of all students in a school if a lab 

confirmed case is identified among students, teachers or staff who participate in any on campus 

activities. 

23.  Schools should have hand sanitizer or soap and water at each entrance and every classroom. 

24.  There should be supervised handwashing for 20 seconds twice a day and good hand washing 

techniques should be taught. 

25.  Campuses should institute more frequent cleaning practices and provide the opportunity for 

students to clean their own spaces before and after use. 

26.  Whenever possible, schools should open windows. 

27.  On the first day a student attends school, they must be provided instruction on appropriate 

hygiene practices and other mitigation practices. 

28.  Schools are required to follow the governor's executive order regarding wearing masks. 

29.  While it may be impractical to wear masks while participating in SOME extra-curricular 

activities students, teachers, staff, and visitors must wear masks when entering and exiting 

facilities and practice areas and when not actively engaged in those activities. 

30.  Schools can allow students to remove masks while actively exercising, as long as they 

maintain 6 feet separation from others who are not wearing masks. 

31.  Schools must require students, teachers, and staff to wear masks while moving to positions 

that will allow them to maintain safe distancing. 

32.  When feasible, have students gather outside rather than inside. 

33.  Schools MAY continue to offer extra-curricular activities at their own discretion. 

34.  Campuses must plan for entry, exit, and transition procedures that reduce large group 

gatherings. 

35.  Consider eliminating assemblies. 

36.  Consider adding dividers between bathroom sinks. 

37.  Consider practices that reduce likelihood of meeting close contact** definition while at 

lunch. 

38.  Require students to use hand sanitizer when getting on school bus. 

39.  Open windows on buses when possible. 

40.  Buses should be thoroughly cleaned after each trip. 

41.  Parents and visitors must follow virus prevention and mitigation requirements when at 

school. 

42.  Schools should restrict visits in school to only those that are essential to school operations. 



43.  Employees must continue to meet the work expectations set by their employers, subject to 

any applicable employment contract terms. 

44.  Attempt to reduce in person staff meetings. 

45.  When staff meetings are necessary, everyone should wear a mask, remain 6 feet apart, and 

consider dividers.  

 

**Close contact as defined by TEA 

1.  being directly exposed to infectious secretions (e.g., being coughed on while NOT 

wearing a mask); OR 

2.  being within 6 feet for a cumulative duration of 15 minutes, while NOT wearing a mask 

if either occurred at any time in the last 14 days at the same time the infected individual 

was infectious. 
 

 

COVID 19 symptoms considered by TEA while evaluating or screening  an indiviual: 

1.  Feeling feverish or a measured temperature greater than or equal to 100.0 degrees Fahrenheit. 

2.  Loss of taste or smell 

3.  Cough 

4.  Difficulty breathing 

5.  Shortness of breath 

6.  Headache 

7.  Chills 

8.  Sore throat 

9.  Shaking or exaggerated shivering 

10.  Significant muscle pain or ache 

11.  Diarrhea 
 


