
Salamanders
Written by Amy Lemons and Katie King



Table of 
Contents:
1 What Are They?

2 Sizing up Salamanders

3 Habitat

4 Snack Time!

5 Protection

6 Salamander Secrets

7 Glossary



What Are They?
Salamanders are amphibians.  This 
means that they are cold-blooded 
animals that live part of their lives 
on land and part in water.  Other 
members of the amphibian family 

are newts, frogs, toads, and 
caecilians.   
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Sizing up Salamanders
Salamanders look like a cross 

between a frog and a lizard.  They 
have smooth, moist skin like frogs and 

long tails like lizards.  Most 
salamanders are 6 inches or less in 

length.  The largest salamander is the 
Japanese giant salamander.  It can 
grow to be about 6 feet in length!
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Habitat
Some salamanders spend the majority 
of their life in the water.  Others live in 

cool, shaded areas near bodies of 
water.  Many salamanders will stay out 
of the sun by hiding under rocks, up in 
trees, or in burrows.  Since they need 
to stay moist and lay their eggs in the 
water, it is important to have a water 

source nearby.
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Snack Time!
All salamanders are carnivores.  

Since they do not move quickly, they 
mainly eat slow-moving creatures 
such as worms, slugs, and snails.  

Some species may eat fish, crayfish, 
or small mammals.  Salamanders might 
approach their prey slowly and make 

a quick grab with their tongue!



Protection
Many salamanders have bright skin to 
warn their predators to stay away.   
During an attack, some species can 
even shed their tail and grow a new 
one!  The ribbed newt has needle-like 

rib tips.  When it squeezes its 
muscles, the rib tips pierce through 

its skin and into its enemy! 



Salamander Secrets
• There are 16 types of 

salamanders that live in caves.
• Some salamanders have 

poisonous skin.
• Salamanders can lay up to 450 

eggs at one time.
• They often look like tadpoles when 

they are born.
• Unlike frogs, salamanders keep 

their tails for their entire lives.



• amphibians- an animal that can live 
both on land and in water (p 1)

• burrows- a hole in the ground that 
an animal makes for safety (p 3)

• carnivores- an animal that eats 
meat (p 4)

• caecilians- tropical amphibians that 
look like worms or snakes (p 1)

• moist- slightly or barely wet (p 2)
• predators- an animal that lives by 

hunting and eating other animals (p 
5)


