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  Plants reproduce, or make more of the 
same species, in a variety of ways.   
 
  Seeds are the most common form of 
reproduction among plants.  Angiosperms, 
or plants that reproduce using flowers and 
fruits, rely on animals for pollination.  Colorful 
flowers and sweet fruits attract insects to 
plants.  As the insects move throughout a 
flower, it moves pollen from the stamen to 
the pistil, so it can develop a seed. 
 
  Gymnosperms, like pine trees, reproduce 
using cones.  Wind assists in pollination for 
gymnosperms so that seeds can grow. 
 
  Some plants do not grow from seeds.  Moss 
and ferns reproduce using spores.  Spores 
are miniscule.  They are released by plants 
and carried to a new place where they can 
grow.   
 
   Moss covers rocks near a waterfall.  Moss 

reproduces using spores. 



Needs of Plants 
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  The specific needs of plants vary depending 
on the environment a plant must survive in.  
However, plants have common needs.  Plants 
need water, sunlight, nutrients, carbon 
dioxide, and space. 
 
  Plants are producers that produce energy 
during photosynthesis.  For photosynthesis, 
plants need water, sunlight, and carbon 
dioxide.  Plants use those “ingredients” to 
produce glucose, a type of sugar, in their 
chloroplasts. 
 
  Plants also need nutrients to help them grow.  
Nutrients are found in rich soils. 
 
  Plants need space to grow.  If there are too 
many plants in an area, resources can be 
limited.  Shorter plants may not get the 
sunlight needed.  Plants with shorter roots may 
not get the water needed. 
 
  Plants rely on water, sunlight, nutrients, 
carbon dioxide, and space to thrive. 

Corn is a popular crop.  It has specific needs in 
order to grow. 



Importance of Plants 
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  Humans and other animals rely on plants 
for food and oxygen. 
 
  During photosynthesis, plants release 
oxygen into the air.  Animals inhale the 
oxygen and exhale carbon dioxide.  The 
plants in turn use the carbon dioxide for 
photosynthesis.  The carbon dioxide-
oxygen cycle is beneficial for plants and 
animals.   
 
  Animals rely on plants for food.  Did you 
know carrots come from roots?  We eat 
leaves from lettuce.  Corn, peas, beans, 
and fruits are all from plants.   
 
  We even rely on plants for ice cream.  
How?  Cows eat plants for energy, then 
produce the milk that is used in ice cream! 
 
  Oxygen and food are very important for 
humans.  We need plants. 

Apple trees produce oxygen for us to breathe 
and fruit for us to eat. 


