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George Washington Carver was born into slavery 
around 1864 in Missouri.  The exact year and date 
of his birth are unknown.  As a young boy, George 
wanted to go to school, but because of his color, 
there were no schools he was allowed to attend.  
Eventually, he traveled to the Midwest in order to 

go to school.  He graduated from a school in 
Kansas.



George was very interested in science and art.  
He enrolled in Iowa State to study botany.  
Botanists are scientists who study plants.  
George was the first African-American 

student at Iowa State.  He graduated from 
college and began to research different types 

of crops and their purpose.



Carver became known around the world as 
an expert on agriculture.   He was often 
referred to as a “farmer’s best friend.”

Many people remember Carver for 
discovering hundreds of new peanut 

products.  



Marian Anderson was born on February 27, 
1897 in Philadelphia.  At six years old, Marian 
became a member of her church choir.  She 
was very interested in music, so her father 
bought her a piano when she was just eight 
years old.  Her family was unable to afford 
piano lessons, so Marian taught herself how 

to use the instrument.



When Marian was twenty-three years 
old, she won a singing competition that 
had over three hundred participants.  

This allowed her to perform all over the 
world.  It was said that she had “a voice 
heard but once in a century.” She even 
sang at the White House for President 

Roosevelt.  



Anderson paved the way in the United 
States and all over the world for other 

African American artists.  In 1939, 
Anderson performed at the Lincoln 
Memorial in front of seventy-five 

thousand people.  She gave her last public 
performance in 1965 on Easter Sunday at 

Carnegie Hall.  



Thurgood Marshall was born in Baltimore, 
Maryland in 1908. His name was 

“Thoroughgood,” when he was little, but 
he shortened it in second grade because 
he didn’t like the spelling. Thurgood was 

the grandson of a slave and the son of a 
teacher and railroad porter.

THurgood



Marshall attended Lincoln University and 
then went to Law School at Howard 

University.  He graduated first in his class 
and became very interested in issues of 
discrimination.  As a lawyer, he is best 

known for winning the case in Brown vs. 
Board of Education where separate 

schools for different races were ruled 
unconstitutional. 



In 1967, Marshall became the first 
African American to become a Supreme 

Court Judge.  Marshall served for 24 
years and prided himself in rulings that 
protected individual rights.  Thurgood 

Marshall died at the age of 83 in January 
of 1993. 



Oprah was born in a small town in 
Mississippi in 1954. She was born to a 

single mother who had a hard time raising 
her.  She eventually went to live with her 

father in Tennessee where she landed her 
first radio job when she was still in high 

school.



Oprah’s talk show, The Oprah Winfrey 
Show, ran on television from 1986 to 2011. 
It was the most popular show of its kind 
ever.  Winfrey has turned her talk show 
success into much more. She is referred 
to as the “Queen of Media.” She even has 

her own television channel now.



Oprah has turned her television popularity 
into so much more!  As of 2012, it is 

reported that Oprah has given a total of 
400 million dollars towards education.  She 

has started and helps fund a school in South 
Africa for girls. She even teaches a class 

there through satellite. 


