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Brown Bears
Unlike black bears who can only be 

found in North and Central America, 

brown bears can be found all over 

the world. Brown bears live in thick 

forests in Canada, the United States, 

Europe, and Asia. 

The brown bear is 

known for the 

large hump on his 

back. This hump is 

actually strong 

muscles that help 

the bear dig up 

roots and tear 

apart tree logs in 

search of food. 

The brown bear 

can be 

recognized by the 

gray tips of his 

hair. 



Living Conditions
Brown bears live in forested 

mountains, meadows, or river valleys.  

They hibernate in dens that are 

often times dug out in the sides of 

hills. The brown bear’s sharp claws 

allow him to dig through rocky ground 

to make his den.  Sometimes the 

brown bear will even make a bed of 

leaves to sleep on. 



Cute Cubs
During hibernation a mother brown 

bear can have one to two cubs at 

one time.  The baby cub crawls to 

where it can nurse.  The cub grows 

very quickly as a result of the 

mother’s milk. The mother bear will 

raise the cubs for 2-3 years by 

herself. During this time they will learn 

to hunt and find food. 



Just How Big Do 

they Get?
Brown bears 

get anywhere 

from five to 

nine feet long.  

Females can 

weigh from 

about 300 to 

800 pounds.  

Males weigh 

anywhere 

from 400 to 

1,200 pounds.  

The more 

salmon they 

eat, the bigger 

they can 

become!



Hibernation
Hibernation allows brown bears to 

survive in the winter when there is 

not a lot of food to eat.  The bears 

will spend most of the fall eating to 

prepare for their long rest. During 

hibernation the bear’s body 

temperature and heart rate drop. 

Mother bears give birth to baby cubs 

during hibernation, but do not wake 

from their slumber!



Dinner Time
The brown bear’s diet depends on 

what food is available. They will eat 

grass, roots, nuts, and plants.  They 

will also eat small animals like 

squirrels, foxes, and rodents.  Brown 

bears that live near the coast will eat 

salmon. These bears tend to be 

larger because the salmon has a lot 

of protein in it. Mothers will bring their 

cubs to the 

water to teach 

them how to 

catch fish.  

Brown bears 

can even 

become very 

territorial over 

their fishing 

grounds!



“Beary” Interesting
*Brown bears can eat up to 90 

pounds of food during the fall as 

they prepare for hibernation.

*Baby cubs only weigh one to one 

and a half pounds when they are 

born. 

*Brown bears are also known as 

grizzly bears because of the color 

of their fur. 



Glossary

• body temperature- how hot or 

cold the body stays (p 5)

• protein- a nutrient found in 

food (mostly eggs, meat, and 

beans) (p 6)

• territorial- being protective 

over certain land or an area 

of ground (p 6)


