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What is an Ant?
An ant is a small insect that lives in a colony 
with many other ants.  Ants typically have 
the ability to sting.  There are over 12,000 
different kinds of ants in the world.  The 
pavement ant is thought to be one of the 
most common ants. Ants are social insects. 
When you find one, you have usually found 
many because they live in large groups! In 
a colony you will find a queen ant, worker 

ants, and soldier ants. 



Where Ants Live
Some ants live in 

trees, but many make 
their home in the 

ground in an ant hill. 
An ant hill is a mound
of dirt with a colony 
of ants living inside it 

and underground.   

Underground passages are home to the 
ant colony. The largest set of ant tunnels   
has been found in 
Brazil.  The 
leafcutter ants 
that once lived 
there have moved 
on to somewhere 
else.  The tunnels 
go 26 feet down 
into the earth!



Parts of an Ant
All insects have three main body 

parts- the head, the thorax, and the 
abdomen. 
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Ant Life Cycle
The queen ant is the only ant who can lay 

eggs. Ant eggs are oval shaped. The queen egg 
is much bigger than the rest! The fertilized eggs 
become female ants.  The unfertilized eggs 
become male ants.  The larvae do not have eyes 
or legs.  They shed their skin as they grow 
bigger. After the larvae get to a certain size, 
they spin a cocoon around themselves so they 
can start changing into their adult form. The 
whole process takes about 6-10 weeks.  
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Fire Ants!
Have you heard of Fire Ants? Fire ants 

have large mounds for ant hills.  They live 
out in open areas usually.  When a fire ant 
bites, it is to get a grip and then it injects 

toxic venom.  This feels a lot like being 
burned, which is where the ants get their 
name.  They are much more aggressive 

than other species of ants!  If you have 
been bit by a fire ant, you probably 

remember how much it hurts!



WOW Facts!
• Ants can carry 20 times their own weight. 
• Queen ants lay thousands of eggs.
• When the Queen dies, the colony can only 

survive for a couple of months. 
• Ants do NOT have ears.  They “hear” using 

their feet to feel vibrations.
• Ants fight to the death!
• Ants do not have lungs, but small holes all 

over their body.



Glossary

• cocoon- A silk- like wrapping around the 
pupa (p 4)

• injects- drive or force into a person or 
animal’s body (p 5)

• insect- a small animal with three parts to 
its body and six legs (p 1)

• mound- a hill or pile (p 2)
• social- likes to be with others; lives in 

groups (p 1)


