
Dear Parents, 
    Welcome to second grade!  I am really looking forward to this year.  As of right now, we have 
17  students in our class.  We have   10 girls and 7 boys.   
    Each month, I will send home a message that describes what we will be learning in the 
different subject areas for the month and what you can do at home for practice.  Please keep 
the monthly message in a place that you can refer back to it throughout the month.  I will also try 
to post the message on my webpage on the school website.  The message will also list 
upcoming events or special dates to remember.  Since we also have planners, we will use those 
to communicate what we are doing in the classroom, spelling words for the week (or actually 
every 5 school days), any tests coming up, or any special events/dates that you need to be 
aware of that week.  I am also going to use the free app Remind this year.  I tried it last year and 
really liked it.  Information on how to sign up for it will be on a separate page. Hopefully between 
the Monthly Message, the planners, and Remind the kids will be organized and the parents will 
know what is going on in the classroom!  Make sure you read and sign or initial the planner 
each night.  Also, if you write a note in the planner make sure that it is on the right hand page 
in the space provided.  The students will write on the left hand side daily. 
    Attached to this letter is a class list, a note about the teacher, and our basic schedule as it is 
right now.  Our schedule might change slightly for things like social studies, science, writing, and 
Istation.  Reading, math, and specials times shouldn’t change very often. 
    We have specials T-F from 9:15-10:45.  On Monday, we have library from 9:15-9:55.  We will 
have two recess times: 12:25 and 1:45.  We will eat lunch at 11:00.  Once we start checking out 
books in the library and we have Accelerated Reader up and running , the kids will  be able to 
start taking AR tests.  We want the kids to really focus on getting a higher percentage correct on 
each test this year and not worry so much about getting a whole bunch of points.  I would like 
each student to take two tests each week and get 80% or better on each test.   A lot of our 
reading stories are AR books, so most of the time the kids don’t have a problem getting two 
tests taken each week.  We will be doing Journeys again this year as our reading program.  It is 
a comprehensive program that includes spelling, language arts, phonics, whole group and small 
group instruction.  We have Envision for our math program.   
    Second grade uses the clip chart from the Positive Behavior Intervention System (PBIS).  The 
kids will get to clip up or down depending on their behavior.  They will always start the day on 
green.  If they stay on green that is perfectly fine and that means they had a good day.  Green is 
doing what you are suppose to be doing.  Since this is a school wide behavior system, all grade 
levels and specials will use this system (as far as I know).  If your student went to Wellsville 
Elementary last year then they are familiar with the system. 
    You will be an important part of your child’s success in school.  Please make sure that he/she 
gets plenty of rest every night and a good breakfast in the morning.  If possible, schedule a 15-
20 minute time each evening for study time.  Sometimes the students will have specific 
homework that will need to be done.  It is usually in math and shouldn’t take but a few minutes 
to complete or study for a test.  Homework will typically be listed in the planner.  However, on 
nights that there isn’t specific homework, your child can read a library book, practice spelling 
words, work on math concepts especially addition and subtraction facts to 20, and study science 
vocabulary.  One of the character traits we like to work on in second grade is 
responsibility.  Having your child do a chore at home is a great way to teach and reinforce 
responsibility.  It also might help you!  Hopefully, study time and chore time will be an enjoyable 
time. 
    Occasionally, I will send a book order home.  Do not feel obligated to buy anything.  It is just a 
good opportunity to get some good books on your child’s reading level for home at a reasonable 
price.  I don’t send them home very often anymore because PTO has several book fairs 
throughout the school year. 



    School officially starts at 7:55 a.m. and if your child is not in the classroom by 8:00 a.m. 
he/she will be counted as tardy.  This is a school wide policy.  We get started with our learning 
day right away, so it is important for your child to be on time. 
    Communication between home and school is very important.  The planners should make this 
a little easier.  Feel free to write a note, e-mail me, or call me if you have any questions.  My 
extension at school is 1216.  You will probably have to leave a message on my voicemail, but I 
will attempt to get back to you as soon as possible.  My e-mail address is mhoehn@usd289.org. 
Plus you can contact me through Remind, but due to poor cell service in my classroom I might 
not get it until after school. 
    Your child will bring home a paper sack on Thursday with a homework assignment on 
it.  They need to find 4 items that tell about themselves.  The items have to fit in the bag.  They 
can find things that tell about their family, pets, favorite color, food, or activity.  They’ll need to 
be able to tell why they chose each object.  (Example, my favorite treat is chocolate chip 
cookies, so I brought a picture of a cookie or the actual cookie.)  Please have them ready to tell 
about each item, how it tells about them, and why they chose it.  Hopefully they will have fun 
finding their items.  We will start sharing the bags on Friday.  It will take us several days for all 
the kids to get a turn to share. 
 

       
    Let’s have a super second grade year! 
      Sincerely, 
      Mrs. Hoehn (pronounced Hane) 
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