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     Mrs. Shannon Flores, 3-5 ELAR teacher at Encinal Elementary, has been 

chosen as one of the Tech/PBL teachers for the month of September.  Mrs. Flo-

res presented, along with a colleague, at the Alabama Educational Technology 

Conference held in Birmingham, Alabama from June 12-14, 2018. Shannon and 

her friend collaborated via google docs, etc...to prepare their presentation—there 

was no face-to-face meeting. 

     Their session was titled, “Seesaw—The New Playground Of Learning.”  Mrs. 

Flores and her colleague provided hands-on experience using the Seesaw app.   

     Seesaw is a digital portfolio that collects students’ digital and physical work in 

one place. Everything is organized, making assessment and conferences easier! 

Seesaw has built-in tools that make it easy for students to capture their learning, 

reflect, and develop new skills. This app aids in parent communication. It seam-

lessly shares what’s going on in your classroom and builds a strong school-home 

community. This session was intended for audiences new to Seesaw or wanting 

new ideas on using Seesaw in the classroom. 

     Mrs. Flores will also be presenting EPIC at TCEA in February 2019.  

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT DATES: 

 

Sept 3rd: NO SCHOOL 

Sept 7th: Student Early Re-

lease/ Staff Inservice 



“Hardware: The parts of a computer system that can be kicked.”  
          —Jeff Pesis 

  

    For those of you who do not already have a class web-

site, creating one is simple using Google Sites.  

 

     Step 1:  Go to your  google apps and find SITES—click on it.   

     Step 2: Click on ‘Create’ (it’s the red button on the left of the screen)  & then select 

‘in new sites’.  

     Step 3: Give your  site a nam e.  

     Step 4: Choose a them e for  your  site  {Click on ‘Themes’ from the top right 

menu.  Click on the theme you like &  it will be applied to your site.}  

     Step 5: Add pages to your  site.   Click on ‘Pages’ and click ‘Add Page.’ 

     Step 6: To add content to your  site click on the ‘insert’ button. From here you 

can chose from Text Box, Embed URL, YouTube videos, Google Docs, OR you can choose 

Upload to upload files from your computer.   

     Step 7:  Publish your  site.  Click on ‘PUBLISH.’ Type your sites URL.  (You have 

the option of allowing your site to appear in search results.)  Click on ‘PUBLISH.’  

 

**IF you are having students create a website for an assignment there is an 

“ADD EDITORS’ button where they can add each other so all students can 

contribute.**   

AWESOME WEBSITES 

CREATING A CLASS WEBSITE  

  2 

*12 News Stories That Make STEM Meaningful For Students 

*Kids Know It 

*Old Farmer’s Almanac for Kids 

*Study Jams 

 

https://sharemylesson.com/todays-news-tomorrows-lesson/12-news-stories-make-stem-meaningful-students?utm_source=SilverpopMailing&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newsletter_080118%20(1)&utm_content=&spMailingID=35417791&spUserID=NDcxMTA0NTY2MDcxS0&spJobID=134
https://kidsknowit.com/
http://www.almanac4kids.com/
http://studyjams.scholastic.com/studyjams/index.htm
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September Tech/PBL Teacher 

 Mrs. Rachel Ayers, Algebra & PLTW teacher at Newman Middle School, has also been 

chosen as Tech/PBL teacher for the month of September.  

 Mrs. Ayers, who has been teaching Algebra at NMS, recently received her certification in 

Computer Science and helped NMS receive the Project Lead The Way grant.  

 Project Lead The Way is a nonprofit organization that provides a life-changing learning 

experience for K-12 students. PLTW empowers students to develop an assortment of skills by 

exploring real-world challenges.  

 Mrs. Ayers will be teaching a PLTW class this year at NMS. Her students are participat-

ing in the Gateway program where they will be studying App Creations in the Fall and Comput-

er Science for Innovators and Makers in the Spring.  Students who complete both courses will 

earn 0.5 high school computer science credits.  The PLTW class is open to all sixth, seventh, 

and eighth grade students, however; as per the grant, they are giving priority admittance to tra-

ditionally under-served populations in computer science.   

 Mrs. Ayers says, “The grant is a $15,000 grant which has allowed us to fund our materi-

als and training for two years.”  When asked about the classes Mrs. Ayers stated, “In the App 

Creator course, students will use MIT App inventor software (block-based programming) to 

create real apps for Android devices. It is a project-based curriculum and students are already 

brainstorming what app they might want to create by the end of the semester. They have al-

ready been introduced to linear algorithms and basic app design. Everyone in the class has suc-

cessfully modified an existing app to behave in a new way.  They [students] write their pro-

grams on the Chromebooks and test their apps on Kindle Fires. They are also learning about the 

Engineering Design process and are keeping Engineering notebooks.”  

 

 



DISTRICT TECHNOLO-
GY REMINDERS: 

According to the district 

handbook:  

     “As role models for the 

district’s students, employ-

ees are responsible for their 

public conduct even when 

they are not acting as district 

employees. Employees will 

be held to the same profes-

sional standards in their 

public use of electronic me-

dia as they are for any other 

public conduct.” 

     “If an employee wishes to 

use a social network site or 

similar media for personal 

purposes, the employee is 

responsible for the content 

on the employees page, in-

cluding content added by the 

employee, the employee’s 

friends, or members of the 

public who can access the 

employees page, and for web 

links on the employees page. 

The employee is also respon-

sible for maintaining privacy 

settings appropriate to the 

content.” 
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PROJECT BASED  

LEARNING RESOURCES 

*Edutopia  

*Buck Institute for Education 

*Project-Based Learning: The Online Resources for PBL 

*Project-Based Learning Checklists 

https://www.edutopia.org/project-based-learning
https://www.edutopia.org/project-based-learningC:/Users/stephanie.crisp/Documents/Adobe
http://www.bie.org/
http://www.bie.org/object/offsite/pbl_online_org/
http://pblchecklist.4teachers.org/checklist.shtml


      Classcraft is a new, game-based approach to teaching. It’s designed to encourage 

participation, good behavior, and 21st-centry skills.   

       PLEASE CHECK IT OUT AT:  https://www.classcraft.com  

CLASSCRAFT 
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PEAR DECK 

      Pear Deck Slides is similar to a slideshow like Google Slides; however, on Pear Deck 

you can make interactive slides that allow every student to participate from their own 

devices.  

      Pear Deck is a Google Drive App.  As a teacher, you can connect your Google Class-

room to Pear Deck so you can invite your classes to your Pear Deck presentations. Once 

class  is over, you can publish the Student Takeaways so every student gets a personal-

ized Google Doc with all of the slides.  

      CHECK OUT PEAR DECK AT: https://www.peardeck.com 

https://www.classcraft.com
https://www.peardeck.com/

