
November 2018 
 

Cotulla ISD 

November Tech/PBL 
Teacher 
      

     Araceli Nieto, Pre-K & K-2 Specials Teacher at Encinal Elementary, 

has been selected as one of the Tech/PBL teachers for the month of No-

vember.  

     Recently Mrs. Nieto had her Pre-K students complete a PBL titled, 

“All About Me.” The driving question was, “How can I, as a Pre-K stu-

dent. explain who I am?”  

     Mrs. Nieto read students the book titled, “I Like Myself.” The book is 

about a girl who has a lot of energy and imagination. It encourages kids 

to appreciate everything about themselves—inside and out.  Messy 

hair? Clothes that don’t match? So what!   

     After Mrs. Nieto read the book, students made a collage about things 

they like—favorite color, favorite thing to do, etc..  They also had to 

bring an item from home that made them feel special—favorite stuffed 

animals, blanket, etc…  Students presented their posters and their spe-

cial item.  

 

 

 

      

 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT DATES: 

 

November 2nd: Student 

Early Release/Staff Inservice 

 

November 19th-23rd: 

Thanksgiving Holiday 
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November Tech/PBL Teacher 

  

     Mrs. Ruby Garza, Sixth grade English and Literature Studies teacher at Newman Middle 

School, has been chosen as one of the Tech/PBL teachers for the month of November.  

 

     Mrs. Garza’s PBL was titled, “Autobiographical Mandala.” The driving question was, “How 

do we, as learners, create a Mandala that forms a simple representation of who we are and that 

will enable us to write an autobiography utilizing the symbols used to represent the harmony 

and wholeness of our life?”  
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November Tech/PBL Teacher 

     Carla Saldivar, Kindergarten teacher at Encinal Elementary, has also been chosen as Tech/PBL 

teacher for the month of November.  

     Mrs. Saldivar had her students complete a PBL titled, “ABC EASY AS 123.”  The driving question 

was, “How can we, as beginning readers, demonstrate our knowledge of letters and sounds?”  

     Kindergarten students began learning all letters and sounds at the beginning of the year. Once all 

letters and sounds were reviewed, each student was to represent and present two letters. Students 

were taught how to create a pic collage and they then created two pic collages with pictures that be-

gan with their letters. Students also designed paper vests with objects and pictures that began with 

their letters to wear for a fashion show. Students presented their pic collages, sang a song titled, 

‘Letter Pop” and showed off their vest in an ABC Fashion Show. 

 

 





“Technology alone isn’t going to improve student achievement. The best 
combination is great teachers working with technology to engage stu-
dents in the pursuit of the learning they need.”   
                                                        —US Secretary of Education, Arne Duncan  

 How to Go Incognito: 

1. In the upper right hand corner of your google page click 

on the three dots.  

2. Click on “New Incognito Window”.  

 

Three reasons you should use Google Incognito: 

1. By opening up an incognito window students can log into 

their google account, get their work done and not have to 

worry about logging back out. Once they close the window 

their credentials are gone!  

2. If you are on a public computer use the google incognito 

because once you are done you don’t have to worry about 

logging out of anything. Once you close the window it’s all 

gone! 

3. If you are working on a blog or webpage and you want to 

see what parents see without having to log out and log 

back in, open an incognito window. It’s much faster!  

 

CHROME APPS & EXTENSIONS 

GOOGLE: INCOGNITO 
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 Fluency Tutor for Google: This m akes reading aloud m ore fun for  

students who need extra support. It’s a big help for struggling and reluctant 

readers, as well as students learning English as a second language.  

 Google Dictionary: View  definitions easily as you brow se the w eb.  

 Google Drawings: Build charts, layout diagram s, create flow  

charts, and then easily add them to other documents or embed them on a 

website.  

 Grammarly: This helps you w rite clearly & confidently on Gm ail, 

Facebook, Twitter, Linkedin, etc… This will help make sure your words are 

mistake-free. 


