
March 2019 
 

Cotulla ISD 

       March Tech/PBL                      
Teachers 

      

     Mrs. Leah Velasquez, Mrs. Diana Rodriguez, Mrs. Christina Yañez, & 

Ms. Valerie Rodriguez, third grade teachers at Ramirez Burks Elemen-

tary, have been chosen as the Tech/PBL teachers for the month of 

March for their PBL titled, “Polygons with Personality.”  

      

      

           

           

 

           

 

IMPORTANT DATES: 

 

March 8th—15th: Spring 

Break 

March 21st—Open House 
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March Tech/PBL Teachers 

Polygons with Personality   

 

  The driving question was, “How can we bring polygons to life by determining the relationship between 

character traits and attributes, and apply what we’ve learned to give polygons personality?”    

     This PBL was the perfect blend of academics and craftiness. It rolled math vocabulary and concepts, 

ELAR character traits, writing skills, and cutting and pasting all into one.  

     Students had been working with polygons during Math throughout the week so the students were fa-

miliar with the language and attributes.  

     The teachers began by reviewing what character traits are. They discussed how they are based on 

what someone says or does and not on appearance. They revealed a chart that included columns headed 

with the letters, T, S, P, H, O, R and together, listed one character trait that began with each of those let-

ters. The students were told that those letters were picked for a reason but weren’t told why until later in 

the day. The students’ excitement and interest level grew with curiosity. After going to math class, stu-

dents found out that each letter represented a polygon (T for Triangle or Trapezoid, S for Square, P for 

Parallelogram or Pentagon, etc…).  

     Students were put into groups and were challenged to list 25 character traits that began with those 

letters in 15 minutes.  Then, the groups came together and compiled the individual ideas into an anchor 

chart. Students talked about the words and their meanings as they were added to the list.  

     During math, the students were given a polygon printable and a graphic organizer to list their shapes’ 

attributes. Using their iPads to capture and document, students went on a scavenger hunt throughout 

the campus locating the different places and things where the shapes could be found (doors, windows, 

bulletin boards, etc…). After the scavenger hunt, the students chose a polygon to create a “WANTED” 

poster. Each poster required the students to list their polygon’s attributes, a picture of their polygon as 

their character, and also a picture of their polygon in the real world.  

     In ELAR, students read aloud, “The Greedy Triangle” by Marilyn Burns. Students cut 10 strips of pa-

per and attached them to each other using metal brads. As the story progressed and the triangle turned 

into a quadrilateral and then a pentagon and then a hexagon, etc… students revealed another side to 

form the new shape. After a quick mini-lesson on alliteration, each student selected a character trait that 

began with the same letter as the polygon they had been writing about. They composed the final part of 

their writing piece by citing fictional actions to support the trait they selected. The students then com-

pleted their story in the first person point of view as their chosen polygon.  

     The final, and a crowd favorite, part of the project was bringing their shapes to life by recording their 

polygon and story on Chatterpix.  
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“Being a teacher is a lot like being a rock star:  
 
        *You work hard to keep the attention of a distracted crowd. 
        *Your fans freak out when they see you in public. 
        *Groupies line up to follow you everywhere. 
        *You hear your name being called out all the time.” 
                                                                         —Heidi McDonald 

 

 

 

 

The google search box is known as the Omnibox & can do 

more than you probably realize. For example, did you know 

you can create custom search engines? Here is how:  

 

  *Right click on the Omnibox and select, “Edit Search En-

gines.”  

  * Scroll down to the “Other Search Engines,” and click on 

“Add” (the word “ADD” will be in blue).  

  *Give your search engine a name. 

  *Choose the keyword you want to use.  

  *Copy and past the search URL. 

  *Click, “Add.”  

To test it out type in your new keyword in the Omnibox and 

see where it takes you!   

 

CHROME APPS THAT INTEGRATE WITH 
GOOGLE CLASSROOM 

CHROME OMNIBOX 
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 American Museum of Natural History  

 AristotleInsight::K12 

 BookWidgets 

 BrainPOP 

 Buncee 

 cK-12 

 CodeHS 

 

https://www.amnh.org/
https://aristotlek12.com/
https://www.bookwidgets.com/
https://www.brainpop.com/
https://app.edu.buncee.com/
https://www.ck12.org/student/
https://codehs.com/

