Cotulla ISD

January 2019

January Tech/PBL
Teacher
Ms. Natalie Garcia, 7th Grade Science Teacher at Newman Middle
School, has been chosen as the January Tech/PBL Teacher for her recent PBL titled, “Gingerbread Genetics”. The driving question was,
“How can we, as geneticists, use Punnett Squares to predict the possible
inherited traits of our gingerbread person?
Students had to first flip a coin to determine the inherited traits
for their first generation gingerbread person. Once they completed that
task, they were allowed to choose a partner to work with to complete
their second generation inherited traits. Each partner used their first
generation traits to fill in the Punnett Squares to determine what possible traits the gingerbread offspring would inherit. Using this data, they
were then able to sketch out their gingerbread offspring with the traits
it inherited. *Punnett Square: a tool used to predict the possible genotypes for the offspring of two known parents.*
As a fun way to close out the project and unit, students were
able to decorate their own gingerbread cookie with the traits from their
completed project. This was made possible by a $100.00 donation from
H-E-B in Pearsall, TX, that purchased the gingerbread cookie kits for
the students.

IMPORTANT DATES:

January 1st—4th: Holiday:
No School
January 7th: Teacher Inservice/Workday
January 21st: Teacher Inservice/Workday

January Tech/PBL Teacher
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CHROME APPS & EXTENSIONS


Color Enhancer: This extension allows you to customize a color filter that is
applied to webpages to improve color perception for individuals who are partially color-blind.



Awesome Screenshot: Screen Video Recorder: Screencast, record screen as
video. Screen capture for full page, annotate, blur sensitive info, and share
with one-click uploads.



LastPass: Free Password Manager: Saves your passwords and gives you secure access from every computer and mobile device.

“A printer consists of three main parts: The case, the jammed paper tray
and the blinking red light.”
—Dave Barry

SCIENCE APPS FOR STUDENTS
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Lab4Physics—A Lab in Your Pocket



Experience Biology



Play and Learn Science



Science Educational Dinosaur



Science General Knowledge Quiz

