Cotulla ISD

December 2018

December Tech/PBL
Teacher
Mrs. Leticia Garcia, math and Spanish teacher at Newman Middle
School, has been chosen as one of the Tech/PBL teachers for the month
of December.
Her PBL was titled, “!Vamos a Viajar!”. The driving question was,
“How can I, as a travel agent, provide the best presentation, so potential
vacationers will select my country?”
Students worked with a partner to research their country and then
using their speaking skills, videos and food, they presented all of their
findings to their class.

IMPORTANT DATES:

December 21st: Early Release for ALL students &
staff
December 24th-January
4th: NO SCHOOL

December Tech/PBL Teacher
Mrs. Melida Perez, eighth grade English teacher at Newman Middle School, has been chosen
as one of the Tech/PBL teachers for the month of December.
Mrs. Perez had her students complete two PBL’s. The first driving question was, “How can
we, as writers, create a unique imaginative story that uses all of the plot elements?”
For this first PBL students were given the prompt, “Imagine that one Halloween after trick or
treating you came home and found out you couldn’t take your costume off. Tell a story about
what happened next.” Once their stories were completed, students got the opportunity to share
them orally on Halloween Day while sitting around a classroom campfire. Upon reading their
essay, each student received constructive feedback, from both teacher and peers, for the purpose of improving their writing.
The title of the second PBL was, “The Alternate Endings.” The driving question was, “How
can we, as playwrights, create an alternate ending to the drama called ‘The Hitchhiker’ which
includes not only effective use of dialogue but stage directions as well?”
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December Tech/PBL Teacher
Mrs. Analee Chapa (2nd grade) and Mrs. Veronica Gonzalez (1st grade) teachers at Encinal Elementary, had their first and second graders work together on a PBL titled, “What’s the Matter?”
The driving question was, “How can we, as scientists, explain the different states of matter?”
First and second grade students focused on the three states of matter during the 2nd six
weeks. Once the students were able to describe the three states of matter and categorize objects as
either solid, liquid, or gas, they were divided into groups to perform fun experiments.

Five different experiments, all dealing with different states of matter, were all performed by
the students and a little bit of help from the teachers. The first group created slime using glue, shaving cream, contact solution, and food coloring. The second group used vinegar, water, and alka seltzer
to form a gas. The third group used jello to change from a liquid to a solid. The fourth group used a
water bottle, a balloon, vinegar, and water to create gas to blow up a balloon. The last group made
homemade ice cream using milk, half and half, rock salt, sugar, and vanilla extract. The students had
a great time with the experiments and learned a lot throughout the entire process.

CHROME APPS & EXTENSIONS



Wunderlist—a cloud-based task management application. Great for teachers!



Lucidchart—web based program that allows you to create flow charts, mind
maps, wire frames, etc…



Clarisketch—creates animated sketches. Can be used for flipped classroom
videos, or to clarify what students have to do for homework & give feedback
by talking.

“The only difference between ‘I’m Techie’ and ‘I’m not Techie’ is the willingness to click on stuff and see what happens.”
—Alice Keeler

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT
TOOLS
*Flipgrid: This is a video discussion platform that
allows students to record short videos and can reply to each other’s videos. Teachers have complete
control!
*Gimkit: This is a fast-paced quiz game, similar to
Kahoot except students can earn in-game cash to
spend on game upgrades.

*Google Classroom Question Tool: Within your
google classroom you can create questions and
share them with your students. You can make
these questions collaborative, or just have them between you and each individual student.
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*Formative: This is an online FREE assessment
tool that allows teachers to pick pre-made assessments (these can be edited) OR teachers can create
your own OR upload a pdf/doc. This integrates
with Google Classroom as well.

