
April 2019 
 

Cotulla ISD 

       April Tech/PBL                      
Teacher 

     Mrs. Karrie Thomas, Physics teacher at Cotulla High School, has 

been chosen as Tech/PBL teacher for the month of April for her PBL 

titled, “Egg Crash Race.”  

     The driving question was, “How can we use our knowledge of the 

Physics of Collisions and its application in passenger safety in automo-

bile collisions to design a vehicle capable of protecting a raw egg as it 

races down a ramp and crashes into a wall?”  

     The rules for the project were:  

1. Like a real car, the occupant (egg) must be able to easily enter and 

exit the car. The egg cannot be permanently encased in the car.  

2. One raw egg per group!  

3. Before a vehicle can participate in the race, group members must 

describe the safety features to the class and connect them to the physics 

of collisions.  

 

           

      

           

           

 

           

 

IMPORTANT DATES: 

 

April 9th—12th: STAAR 3-8/ 

EOC 

 

April 19th-22nd: NO 

SCHOOL—EASTER HOLI-

DAY 
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April Tech/PBL Teachers 

     Mrs. Alicia Reyna, & Mrs. Kourtnie Martinez, fourth grade teachers at Ramirez Burks Elementary, have 

also been chosen as Tech/PBL teachers for the month of April for their PBL titled, “Designing a Zoo.” 

     The driving question was, “How can we, as architects, use area and perimeter to design a zoo?” The stu-

dents created a blueprint of their zoo and calculated the area and perimeter of each exhibit. The students 

calculated the area  and perimeter of other buildings and the total area and perimeter of the zoo. The stu-

dents also created a legend for their zoo and wrote an essay about the importance of area and perimeter in 

real life.  



  3 

April Tech/PBL Teachers 

 In addition to their math PBL, fourth grade students also completed a science PBL.  The science PBL 

was titled, “Meteorologist for a Day.”  

 The driving question was, “How can we, as meteorologists, predict what the weather might be like 

for the next day using weather maps?”  

 Students worked in groups to check the current weather, using the weather bug app, for three cities 

of their choosing. They then predicted what the weather would be like in those cities in the coming days. Stu-

dents charted the weather on maps using map symbols and wrote a meteorologist report. Once completed, 

they reported the weather to their fellow students.  



“There is no end to education. It is not that you read a book, pass an ex-
amination, and finish with education. The whole of life, from the moment 
you are born to the moment you die, is a process of learning.”  
 
                                                                                              —Jiddu Krishnamurti 

 

 

 

 

If you have ever wanted a simple way to capture 

your entire desktop, browser tab, or webcam, then 

SCREENCASTIFY is what you have been looking 

for!  

 Capture Anything—record your entire desktop, 

an application, current browser tab, or just your 

webcam.  

 Make it Personal—embed your webcam any-

where in your recording, and narrate with your 

microphone.  

 Lives in Chrome—this extension operates within 

your browser. No bulky software download is 

required. 

 IT IS FREE!  

CHROMEBOOK INSPIRATION 

SCREENCASTIFY 
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*Newsela: Great for finding non-fiction articles that are appropriate for students. 

They take news articles from reputable sources and “translate” them into four 

different reading levels.  

*Read&Write for Google Chrome: provides personalized support to make docu-

ments, web pages and other file types in Google Drive, Docs, PDF & ePub more 

accessible. It offers text-to-speech to hear words, passages, or whole documents 

read aloud with easy-to-follow dual color highlighting.  It also has text and pic-

ture dictionaries to see the meaning of words explained.  

 

 

https://www.screencastify.com/
https://newsela.com
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/readwrite-for-google-chro/inoeonmfapjbbkmdafoankkfajkcphgd?hl=en-US

