
DRESS AND GROOMING 

The District’s dress code is established to teach grooming and hygiene, instill discipline, prevent disruption, 
avoid safety hazards, and teach respect for authority. In order to maintain an orderly environment, all students 

shall be required to meet the minimum expectations of the Dress and Grooming standards. Wearing apparel that 
unduly attracts the attention of other students often precipitates comments and/or other reactions that are 
disruptive. Safety, general health, and hygiene are factors that are also considered. The provisions of the dress 
and grooming code shall be enforced equally with regard to all students to whom the provisions apply. 

Students and parents may determine a student’s personal dress and grooming standards, provided that they 

comply with the following: 
 

 

GENERAL DRESS AND GROOMING GUIDELINES 
 

FACIAL HAIR 
No facial hair is allowed – no mustaches, no beards, and no goatees. 

 
FOOTWEAR 

Appropriate footwear must be worn at all times.  No backless shoes (including “flip flops”) or house shoes are 

allowed. High-top shoes must be worn/fastened appropriately.  Shoes reinforced with steel, hard plastic, or similar 

materials are not allowed.  Cleats are not allowed inside buildings.  Taps on heels are not allowed. 

 
HAIR 

Sideburns (on boys) will not be longer than the bottom of the ear. Hair (on boys) will not extend beyond the top of 

the collar (measured with student standing and collar buttoned to the top button). Mohawks, faux-hawks, Fro-

hawks, “horns”, tails, multi-colors, skinheads, razor stripes, line(s) or designs cut into the hair are not allowed on 

males or females (on any part of the head).  Ponytails/man buns on boys are not allowed. Distracting hair colors 

(lime, blue, orange, green, pink, unnatural red, etc.), hair styles, and cuts that cause a disruption are deemed 

inappropriate. Hair “spikes” shall be no longer than 2”.  Failure to follow will result in discipline consequences that 

escalate for repeat offenders and may include ISS or DAEP. 

 

HEADWEAR 

Caps and hats are not allowed on any campus.  Jacket hoods may not be worn on CISD campuses during regular 

school hours. Exceptions will be made outside of buildings when the temperature is below 45 degrees Fahrenheit 

or it is raining. Bandanas, scarves, headbands, handkerchiefs, and sweatbands are not allowed to be worn on the 

head at any time by males or females. Hairbands (on girls) are acceptable. 

Any staff member has the discretion to take away caps, jacket hoods, bandanas, scarves, headbands, 

handkerchiefs, and sweatbands when worn on CISD campuses during regular school hours. Staff members may 

give the student a warning before confiscating the item for violation. After the first warning, the first time a head 

item is taken away it will be sent to the office by the staff member and the student may pick it up at the end of 

the school day. If the student leaves the campus early, they may check out the head item when they sign out. The 

second time a head item is taken away for violating the policy, it will be sent to the office and the student’s 

parent must come and pickup it up. Any subsequent offenses related to a head item being taken away from a 

student for repeated violations, may result in further disciplinary action. 

 

TOPS- SHIRTS OR BLOUSES 
Oversized and/or undersized shirts or blouses shall not be worn to school. Any clothes that are suggestive, 
indecent, too tight, distracting, incite disruptions, or are designed to be worn as undergarments are prohibited. Any 

shirt/blouse and pants/shorts combination that allows skin or undergarments to be exposed between them or 

through them are prohibited. Shirts and blouses must not be unbuttoned more than 3 inches down from the top 
of the collar and must not be revealing in any way. 

All shirts and undergarments must be tucked in at all times except for outerwear shirts with squared-off tails 

of a length where they end between the wrist and the fingertips with shoulders relaxed and square. 
 

Indecent/inappropriate patches, writings, or drawings on clothing are prohibited.  These include lewd, 

offensive, vulgar, obscene, inflammatory statements, or words advertising alcoholic beverages, sex, tobacco, 

drugs, gangs, etc. 
 



Tank tops, tube tops, halter-type blouses, spaghetti strap blouses, sheer or mesh shirts are not allowed. 

Students’ shirts should overlap the waistband of the skirt, shorts, or pants when the arms are raised. 

 

 
 

BOTTOMS- PANTS/SHORTS 
Oversized/undersized pants or shorts shall not be worn to school. Sagging pants, trousers, or shorts that cause an 

abnormal gait or reveal underwear are prohibited. Pants must fit properly and must fit at the waist. Pants need to 

be properly hemmed or cuffed and free of rips or tears. Pants may not be tight-fitting or made of stretch-type 

material. Hip huggers/low rise pants, cut-offs, bicycle pants/shorts, riding pants, stretch pants, and skateboarding 

style pants/shorts or basketball shorts are not allowed.  Tight fitting/form fitting pants/shorts (e.g. tights, bicycle 

pants, spandex) are also prohibited.  All pants shall be secured by a zipper, buttons, elastic, or snaps. 

 

Cargo, carpenter, capri, and flared pants are acceptable. Tight-rolled pants on the cuff are not acceptable. 

 
 

Overalls/shortalls are allowed with a shirt worn underneath but the overalls/shortalls must have both straps 

secured to the bib of the overalls.  Shortalls are also allowed as long as they meet the requirements for overalls 

(bib buttoned to both straps) and meet the length requirement for shorts. Jumpers for girls are also allowed with 

a shirt/blouse worn underneath as long as they meet the length requirement. 

 

   Length dresses/shorts/skirts/skorts: 

   For grades PK-5: No shorter than 3” above the top of knee cap. 

   For grades 6-12: No shorter than 4” above the top of the knee cap. 

 

    (Age and maturity level will be taken into consideration.) 
 
 

ACCESSORIES 
 

   Dangling key rings and chains will not be permitted.  This includes chains attached to wallets, 

footwear, and backpacks. 
 

   Wrist/sweat bands will not be permitted. 
 

   Jewelry - Body piercing jewelry is prohibited except for one pair of earrings (one in each ear no larger 

than 3 inches square) on girls. Earrings are not allowed on boys. 
 

   Placeholders (strings, etc.) constitute jewelry and are not allowed. The covering of body piercing 

jewelry with band aids is not allowed in lieu of removing it. 
 

   No bracelets, necklaces or other ornaments of decoration which have a point (dull or sharp) shall be 

allowed or worn at any time. 
 

EYEWEAR 
No sunglasses are allowed (on any part of the body) in Cotulla ISD buildings. Only prescription glasses are 
allowed in the classrooms. 

 

FINGERNAILS 
No colored nails will be allowed on boys. Use of permanent ink pens (i.e. Sharpies) to create colored nails is 
prohibited. 

 
ID BADGES 
Students will be required to have ID badges in their possession and follow all campus requirements regarding ID 
badges. The first ID badge will be issued to the student at no charge. There will be a $2.00 fee charged for 
replacing a lost or damaged ID badge. Students who deface their ID badge in any way will be required to purchase 
a new one.   

 
MAKE-UP 



No distracting make-up will be allowed on any students. 

 

TATOOS 
Tattoos that are offensive or distracting as determined by the campus administrator MUST remain covered during 

school time, in all classes, and while participating in all school sponsored activities. This includes temporary 

tattoos.  Use of permanent ink pens (i.e. Sharpies) to create tattoos on any part of the body is prohibited.  
 

 
DRESS CODE EXEMPTIONS: For special events, defined by campus administration, specific dress 

requirements may be set. The principal may select to waive additional requirements based on the reason for the 

exemption day. 
 

DRESS CODE CORRECTION: If it is determined that a student's appearance is in violation of the dress code, 

the student shall have an opportunity to correct the problem at school. If the student is unable or unwilling to 

make the necessary corrections, his/her parent/guardian shall be contacted and asked to correct the matter (bring a 

change of clothes, arrange for a haircut, etc.). If not brought into compliance with the dress code that same day, 

the student shall be asked to wear available clothes provided by the campus. If the student will not comply or is a 

repeat offender, the campus administrator shall assign escalating disciplinary consequences that may include ISS 

or DAEP. 
 

 
When there is a question on the dress or appearance of a student, the building administrator and school staff will 
use their discretion concerning the dress code. Students must honor the decision of the administrator in charge 

and make any dress and/or grooming change required. The student and/or his or her parents may then appeal the 
decision to the Superintendent or designee if they disagree with the decision. 

 

If school administrators determine that revisions in the dress and grooming standards are necessary in order 

to avoid interference in the educational process, they may make such changes with proper notification to 

students and parents. Students will be required to change clothing to comply with the dress code if they 

arrive with inappropriate dress for school. (See Policy FNCA (LEGAL/LOCAL) 

 
COMMENCEMENT/PROMOTION/AWARDS DRESS 

 

Commencement/Awards participants must wear approved attire as deemed appropriate by campus 

administration. School graduation will require all males to wear a collared white shirt and be clean shaven. All 

commencement / awards attire must meet the requirements as set forth by the campus administrator. These 

requirements will be given to all participants and their parent/guardian at least 6 weeks in advance of the 

promotion/graduation ceremony. 
 

EXTRA CURRICULAR DRESS CODE 
 

The principal, in cooperation with the sponsor, coach, or other person in charge of an extracurricular activity, 

may regulate the dress and grooming of students who participate in the activity. Students who violate dress and 

grooming standards established for such an activity may be removed or excluded from the activity for a period 

determined by the principal or sponsor, and may be subject to other disciplinary action, as specified in the 

Student Code of Conduct. 

 
Students participating in extra-curricular activities will be encouraged to wear their school activity top. 

 

 
 


