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Q: How will students currently enrolled in grades 9-12 earn credit during this 

closure?  

A: Our highest priority at this time is ensuring that the current Senior class has the 

opportunities necessary to meet graduation requirements, despite not having the 

ability to meet in face-to-face settings with instructors. Currently, Magdalena Schools 

believes that, due to the structuring of our curriculum, students in grades 9-12 who 

had passing marks in the Fall Semester and Quarter 3 (January-March), will receive 

credit for those classes. Additionally, students who did not earn passing marks in 

Quarter 3 of the Spring Semester will be contacted directly by their teachers in order 

to complete assignments and exhibit mastery in these courses.  We want to convey to 

you that it is of the highest importance to the Magdalena School District that Seniors 

are afforded the grace and opportunity in order to receive their diploma on time, with 

a deadline of June 19, 2020.  Students are encouraged to participate in teacher-led 

activities as presented. 

 

Q: What about a child in grades Pre K-8? Will they be promoted to the next 

grade level when school resumes?  

A: Magdalena Schools believes that the majority of students are adequately prepared 

for promotion to the next grade level. Students who have been identified as At-Risk, 

including those with an Academic Intervention Plan, SAT plan, or Students of 

Concern (SoC), will be determined on a case-by-case basis by the site’s 

administrative team with parent input.  

 

Q: Will graduation occur as scheduled?  

A: At this time, the current guidance from the Office of the Governor as well as the 

New Mexico Department of Health (NMDOH) prohibits these events during the 

current health crisis. Despite these orders, the Magdalena Schools believe that the 

satisfactory completion of the Pre K-12 educational regimen is worthy of celebration 

and a rite of passage for our students and their families. While we have not yet 

finalized plans for graduation, we want to express to you, as our stakeholders that we 

are working diligently in order to ensure that our graduates receive the proverbial 

pomp and circumstance that they so rightly deserve. As more information becomes 

available regarding Magdalena Schools’ plan for a graduation ceremony, we will be 

sure to pass this information along to you.  

 

Q: Will my child still receive services based on their Individualized Educational 

Plan (IEP)?  

A: In the coming weeks, students with an Individualized Education Plan will receive 

a phone call from their Case Manager. During this phone call, parents will collaborate 
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with their Case Manager to identify next steps which may include a review of the 

student’s IEP goals, service schedule and delivery and possibly, the need for an IEP 

meeting that can be held virtually or over the phone. Based on determined- services, 

we will explore the possibility to provide services while ensuring safe social-

distancing.  If you have questions or concerns, please contact Jennifer Armstrong, 

Special Education Coordinator at 575-854-8010 or via email at 

jarmstrong@magdalena.k12.nm.us. 

 

Q: Will my child still receive English Language Learner (ELL)/Bilingual 

services?  

A: Currently, Magdalena provides both Navajo and Spanish bilingual programs, as 

well as ESL courses and in classroom sheltered instruction support.   The Bilingual 

and English Learner (EL) program supports learners through interaction with 

language and literacy. Bilingual and ESL endorsed teachers will continue to work 

with students to support literacy in English and the home language.   This can include 

phone conferences with ESL and bilingual teachers and sharing of bilingual resources 

to families and students to continue support of language acquisition.   For more 

information about bilingual and ESL services, please contact Keri James, Bilingual 

Coordinator at 575-854-8009 or via email at kjames@magdalena.k12.nm.us. 

 

Q: Are social and emotional supports available to students?    
A: Magdalena Schools is committed to providing social and emotional supports to 

students and families following the recommendations of the NM Public Education 

Department and abiding the Ethical and Confidentiality Guidelines of the American 

School Counselor Association. Students and parents can contact Magdalena School‘s 

Behavioral Health Team during their office hours in regards to questions and 

concerns on the following days and times: 

 Rebecca Apachito, Counselor Monday/Wednesday 12:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m. at 854-8002 

or rapachito@magdalena.k12.nm.us  

 Brittany Martinez, Counselor Tuesday/Thursday 10:00am-12:00pm at 854-8042 or  

bmartinez@magdalena.k12.nm.us  

 Tanna Corral, School Social Worker Monday/ Thursday 2:00 p.m. -4:00 p.m. at  

505-274-1103 

 Natalia Montoya, Student Advocate Tuesday 1:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m. at 854-8041 or 

Natalia.montoya@magdalena.k12.nm.us 

 John Anasiudu, Intern Counselor Monday 12:00 p.m. -2:00 p.m. at 
John.Anasiudu@magdalena.k12.nm.us 

During this time we understand there is concern over this new virus and the changes 

that are occurring with it, which can make children and families anxious therefore we 

have included the following resource, Helping Children Cope With Changes 

Resulting From COVID-19. This resource provides tips to help reduce anxiety.  

If you are having a crisis and need help, please call one of the following helplines:   
1. AGORA:    1-866-HELP-1-NM 

2. Crisis Hot Line:   1-855-NM-CRISIS 1-855-662-7474  

3. NM Warm-line:   1-855-466-7100 

4. Alamo Behavioral Health 575-854-2626 EXT 110 

5. Socorro Mental Health  575- 835-2444 

6. SAMSHA Hotline:                     1-800-985-5990 

7. SAMSHA Text Access:              Text- TALKWITHUS to 66746 
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Q: Will my Junior/Senior student still be able to attend Prom?  
A: Until further notice, the Magdalena Schools is committed to following the current 

health orders from the NMDOH and Office of the Governor. As restrictions are lifted, 

Magdalena Schools will re-evaluate this event.  

 

Q: In light of the extended closure, how should we homeschool our students?  

A: To be clear, during the extended closure, it is neither the intent of the Magdalena 

Schools nor the NMPED that students be homeschooled by their guardians. Rather, 

the learning opportunities provided by your child’s teacher and by Magdalena 

Schools (visit www.magdalena.k12.nm.us) are a measure to prevent regression of 

learning from this year to the next. We want to put your mind at ease and let you 

know that your child will not fall behind.  Through the implementation of Beyond 

Textbooks K-12 this year, students have already been taught the most critical, and 

highest assessed, standards, which will prepare them appropriately for the subsequent 

school year.  

 

Grade Level Maximum Daily Instructional Minutes 

PreK 30 Minutes (Math and ELA) 

K-1 45 Minutes (Math and ELA) 

2-3 60 Minutes (Math and ELA) 

4-6 90 Minutes (Math and ELA) 

7-12 180 Minutes (Math, ELA, Science, and Social 

Studies) 

 

Q: Will breakfast and lunch distribution continue?  

A: Yes. Meal distribution will continue throughout this closure. For more 

information, visit our website at www.magdalena.k12.nm.us  

 

Q: Will there be State assessments this year?  

A: No. The United States Department of Education has provided States with a waiver 

process for assessment and accountability systems. New Mexico has submitted a 

waiver that was subsequently approved.  

 

Q: Will Spring sports resume?  

A: Based on the current Public Health guidelines, sporting events are prohibited. 

When, or if, this should change, we will relay the information.  

 

Q: How can we stay up-to-date on learning initiatives as this academic year 

finishes?  

A: Learning activities by grade level will be shared with students and families 

through your child’s teacher.  Magdalena Schools will also continue to mail out and 

share information with all stakeholders throughout the end of the school year.   

 

Q: How can we continue to get current news and resources?  

A: Below is a list of outlets we will use to communicate: 

 District Website: www.magdalena.k12.nm.us 

 District Facebook: https://www. facebook.com/Magdalena-Municipal-School-

District-465826963437203/ 

 District Twitter: https://twitter.com/MagSchools 

 District Text Alerts:  Text  Y to 67587 to request the text alerts 

 District Marquee 

 KARB Radio Station 
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Q: Can my student retrieve their belongings from the school?  

A: Due to the current health restrictions, at this time we cannot allow for non-

essential persons to enter the buildings. Once these restrictions are lifted, parents and 

guardians will be notified for further instruction. 

 

Q: How are the Magdalena Schools supporting Nations, Tribes, and Pueblos?  

A: Services are being provided to students of the Navajo Nation through distribution 

of meals and ongoing communication with IEC members that represent the Alamo 

Chapter.  

 

Q: How can parents provide lessons to their child to ensure that there is less 

regression?   

A: There are a number of programs that the school uses to assess and teach your 

child.  If they are in grades K-3, you can log on to Istation.  Your child’s teacher can 

share the log in and passwords for each student.  Grades 4-6 have a less structured 

program but can assist you on finding the right program for your child and helping 

you to log on.  Grades 7-12 have access to a program called Edgenuity.  These are 

formal classes modeled after classes being taught in the classroom.  This is an 

excellent tool if you would like your child to take additional courses in Math, English, 

Science or many other areas.  Please contact Leslie Clark at 

lclark@magdalena.k12.nm.us, 5758383096 or 5758548014 to sign up for one of these 

courses.  You do need internet and a device for all of these options.   

 

If you are unable to take advantage of these options due to lack of technology in your 

area, please call me and we will try to find other options for you to support your 

child.   

 

For more information about the extended school closure from the New Mexico Public 

Education Department, please visit https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/wp-

content/uploads/2020/03/School-ClosureExtension-FAQ-English.pdf. 

 

 
 

Magdalena Municipal School District does not discriminate in employment or provision of services 

On the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, age, or handicapping condition 

 
La falta de conocimiento de inglés o identificaciόn como estudiante con necesidades epeciales no serán barreras para la admisiόn 

en programas de eseñanza de educación tecnica. 

 
Lack of English language skills or identification as a special needs student will not be barriers to admission and participation in 

career technical education programs. 

 
Bilagáana bizaad íhoόą’g’íí  doyeegό  biłbééhόzingo éí doodaíí όltaí’ bich’į’ ańdahaaazt’í’gí éidόό yiniiłtáakaahda.   Naanish 

ál’íígí dόό  ba ‘ihoo’aahgí bich’į’ąą’a’t’é. 
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