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Press Release from the Pawhuska Public Schools 

 

Pawhuska Public Schools will remain closed on Monday and Tuesday, August 21-22.  

The Environmental Protection Agency Region 6 (EPA) is currently monitoring the 

building and surrounding area to assist the State Fire Marshal to determine when a 

possible school start date may be considered.  State and Federal officials will be present 

at a Town Hall, on Monday, August 21, at the Pawhuska Community Center, 520 Lynn 

Ave., Pawhuska, OK, 6:00 p.m., to share information and provide answers to the 

community at large.  

 

The Pawhuska Public Schools greatly appreciates the outpouring of concern and support 

it has received in dealing with this situation.  Many tribal, state, and federal agencies, 

with extensive expertise, have worked relentlessly to discover the origin of the gas purge 

and its potential effect on the campus of Pawhuska High School.  The Oklahoma Water 

Resources Board has taken the lead in the investigation of this situation.  An active work 

group of tribal, state, and federal officials convenes daily to determine the course of 

discussion and action.  The parties involved are now focused on what course of action 

should be taken to provide a solution to the gas purge.  

 

In one of the first steps of action, a gas well that is located on the softball athletic field 

will be plugged by the authority and jurisdiction of the Osage Minerals Council, with 

financial assistance from the Oklahoma Office of Emergency Management.   

 

The Pawhuska Public Schools will continue to provide updates as they become available.  

The School District would also like to express appreciation for the concerns regarding the 

Pawhuska Public School community provided by the leadership of our tribal, state, and 

federal partners. 

 

Regards, 

Dr. Janet Neufeld 


