
Pawhuska Public Schools Board of Education Special Board Meeting  
July 09, 2018 5:30 PM 

Pawhuska Community Center  
520 Lynn Ave.  

Pawhuska, OK 74056 
 
Attendance Taken at 5:31 PM:  
 
Present Board Members:    
Thomas Boone  
Patricia Counts  
Justin Sellers  
Michael Tolson  
Scott Laird  
  
 
 
1. Call the Meeting to Order, recording of members present and absent, making of request that visitors 
silence their cell phones and that board members refrain from using their cell phones during the 
meeting.   
  
Also in attendance: Interim Superintendent, Byron Cowan, Minutes Clerk, Briana Millard, and Deputy Minutes 
Clerk, Lauren Stanton. 
   
 
2. Pledge of Allegiance, Salute to the Oklahoma Flag and Moment of Silence.   
  
President Sellers led the Pledge of Allegiance, Salute to the Oklahoma Flag and Moment of Silence. 
 
3. Welcome to visitors.   
 
President Sellers welcomes visitors. 
 
Visitors in attendance: Robert Smith, Shelly Hurd, Dean Hix, Ladd Drummond, Susan Bayro, Libby Strahan, Carol 
Kelley, Susan Hall, Lynn Fuller, Jon M. Wilson, Melissa Frye, Jaque Kyler, Jodi Culver, Cynthia Testerman, Beverly 
Moore, Susan Free, Kamree Legg, Meghan Davis, Missy Culver, Michelle Miller. 
 
4. Public Participation   
  
Jodi Culver - Would like to see someone who wants to vest in our community. They would need to not only have 
interest in the school system, but the community as well. Would like Junior High and High School be separate 
entities.     
 
5. Public discussion of Community preference of Superintendent Candidates for the Superintendent 
Search.   
  
Susan Bayro - Search committee cannot look at applications, how can the committee be involved if they cannot 
review applications?   
 
Jon Marie Wilson - Could we remove all personal information.  
 
Jodi Culver - Wants someone vested that will make others do their job.  
 
Jon Marie Wilson - Have not had people held accountable in years.  
 



Melissa Frye - Help someone boost morale. It is really low right now. We need someone who has our backs and is 
there to encourage us.  
 
Susan Bayro - We need someone who has Superintendent experience. They will need to jump right in, and if they 
have no experience it will be hard.  
 
Shelly Hurd - Someone who is approachable. This has been lacking. Many teachers feel like there would be 
repercussions in speaking out. 
 
Melissa Frye - We have several grants coming in. It would be nice to have someone who has experience in those 
types of things.  
 
Jon Marie Wilson - Need to make sure everyone is working together.  
 
Meghan Davis - Need experience, we need someone who is appreciable and will talk to anyone. Being able to talk 
to them without it being used against you.  
 
Missy Culver - Collaborative effort with community and parents. Need to be doing what is best for the children. 
Satisfactory conclusion needs to be made.  
 
Meghan Davis - You have to know how to be able to resolve issues for the kids. Teachers are the pipeline for this, 
we are with them every day.  
 
Jodi Culver - Someone with a vision to build programs up. Get AP classes again and add things back like Spanish. 
What parent is going to want their child here if we don't offer anything? Would love to see our school as prideful 
as we used to be.  
 
Jon Marie Wilson - We need proven leadership.  
 
Lynn Fuller - First you have to have a Superintendent who believes in what he's doing and follows through with 
it. As a board member it was the Superintendent who brought things to the board. It used to be if you had 
something you need to talk to the board about it was done in the boardroom. Not out in the community. All 
board business needs to be handled in the boardroom.  
 
President Sellers - We now have 13 applicants at this time. We are not looking to have this be a long drawn out 
process. All the teachers are in the classroom with the students. Everyone here wants a leader to take us to the 
next level of getting back to how things used to be.  
 
Jon Marie Wilson - Has met a couple that is working in town that will not bring their kids here. Due to all of the 
hiccups we've had recently.  
 
Ladd Drummond - We need someone to make us be better. All across the board, with test scores and everything. 
If we had a better school record we would have a better opportunity to bring people here.  
 
Lynn Fuller - Thanks the board for what they do.  
 
Ladd Drummond - What is the next steps.   
 
President Sellers - We work towards what we can and can't do with the committee. Hopefully we will be able to 
get down to our best 3-5 applicants.  Meeting Thursday at the Boardroom.   
 
6. Discussion and possible action to appoint members of the Superintendent Search Committee.   
  
Mr. Tolson - Last week we submitted some names. Should list and share the names of committee applicants. If 
anyone here wishes to be on the committee.  



 
Jodi Culver - How will this be set up?  Will we have different interview teams? A lot of bigger schools do this.  
 
Mr. Tolson - Name people tonight. Thursday we can lay out the process. After the process is made we can hit the 
ground running.  
 
Jodi Culver - Need to make sure the people placed on these committees are committed to dedication their time.  
 
Board Clerk Laird - Plan Thursday. Have a room full of people who are here and want to be involved. Likes the 
idea of having several sets of eyes. Trust is the biggest thing. Finding a leader we can trust.  
 
Vice President Boone - Transparency. Wants everyone invested in this. Wants to see the district turned around.  
 
President Sellers - Thursday we will have a plan of action.  
 
Mr. Tolson - Encourage those who aren't on the committee that want to be to have them let us know now.   
 
7. Comments from the Board:   
 
8. Adjourn:   
  
Motion Passed:  Vote to adjourn at 6:19 pm. passed with a motion by Thomas Boone and a second by Patricia 
Counts.   
 
5 Yeas - 0 Nays.   

Thomas Boone  Yes  
Patricia Counts  Yes  
Justin Sellers  Yes  
Michael Tolson  Yes  
Scott Laird  Yes  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved: 
 
_____________________________________ 
President 
 

Attest: 
 
_____________________________________ 
Minutes Clerk 
 
 

State of Oklahoma  

County of Osage   

 



I, the undersigned Minutes Clerk of the Board of Education of Pawhuska District I-2, Osage 

County, Oklahoma, certify that notice of the date, time and place of this special meeting was given, at 

least 48 hours prior to this meeting, and was mailed or delivered to all those who have made written 

requests.  

I also certify that at least 24 hours prior to this special meeting excluding Saturdays, Sundays 

and holidays, notice of the date, time, place and agenda of this meeting was posted in prominent public 

view at the location of this meeting.  

  Witness my hand and seal of this district this 9th day of July, 2018.  

                  

                 
                Minutes Clerk  

 
 
 

 


