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ENDORSEMENT OPTIONS 

MULTI 
4 MATH 

4 SCIENCE 
4 ENGLISH 

4 SOC. STUDIES 

BUSINESS & INDUSTRY 
4 AG COURSES 

OR 
4 HOSPITALITY COURSES 

(Principles, Travel and Tourism, 
Intro to Culinary Arts, plus 1 

additional) 
OR 

4 BUSINESS COURSES 
OR 

4 JOURNALISM COURSES ARTS & HUMANITIES 
4 COURSES FINE ARTS 

OR  
5 SOCIAL STUDIES CREDITS 

STEM 
ALGEBRA II, CHEMISTRY,     
PHYSICS, + 3 ADDITIONAL       

ADVANCED MATH AND/OR        
SCIENCE COURSES 

PUBLIC SERVICE 
4 CREDITS (Principles of       

Human Services,                     
Interpersonal Studies, Child 

Development, plus 2  
additional) 

**depending on demand, a 
full sequence may not be 

available. 



The foundation graduation program requires completion of the following credits: 
 

 

 

 
Course Area 

 
Number of credits: 

Foundation 

Graduation Program 

Number of credits: 

Foundation Graduation 

Program with an 

Endorsement5 

English/Language Arts 4 4 

Mathematics 3 4 

Science 3 4 

Social Studies, including 

Economics 
32 32 

Physical Education 13 13 

Language other than 

English 
2 2 

Fine Arts 1 1 

Professional Communications 0.5 0.5 

Personal Financial 

Literacy/Dollars & Sense 
0.5 0.5 

Teen Leadership1 0.5 0.5 

Language Other than English 24 24 

Electives 9.5 7.5 

 

 

 
Miscellaneous 

Successful  

completion of state testing  

requirements 

Successful completion of state 

testing requirements; 

Complete coherent sequence 

courses for four or more credits. 

Eligible for Distinguished Level 

of Achievement6 

Eligible for Performance 

Acknowledgments7 

TOTAL 28 credits 28 credits 

 

1Required for graduation effective for students entering the ninth grade in 2016–17 school 

year.  
2World Geography, U.S. History, Government, Economics required  
3P.E., Athletics, or two fall semesters of Marching Band, Cheer, or Drill Team. 
4Two credits in the same language or computer programming language.  If a student, in 

completing the first credit of LOTE, demonstrates that he or she is unlikely to be able to 

complete the second credit, World History may be substituted with administrator approval. 
5Students must select an endorsement upon entering the ninth grade, and the endorsements 

offered at Whitewright High School include: 



 STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics) 

 Business and Industry 

 Public Services 

 Arts and Humanities 

 Multidisciplinary Studies 

Information regarding specific courses offered in each curriculum area are distributed to 

students each spring in order to enroll in courses for the following school year.  Please be 

aware that not all courses are offered every semester.   A student who wishes to take a course 

not offered during a given semester should contact the counselor to discuss alternatives. 
6Students must complete a total of four credits in math, including Algebra II.  Students must 

also complete four credits in science and complete all of the curriculum requirements for at 

least one endorsement. 
7Students may earn a performance acknowledgment in the following areas: 

1. Outstanding performance in a dual credit course - at least 12 hours of college 

academic courses, including those taken for dual credit as part of the Texas core 

curriculum, and advanced technical credit courses, including locally articulated 

courses, with a grade of the equivalent of 3.0 or higher on a scale of 4.0. 

2. Outstanding performance in bilingualism and biliteracy - completing all English 

language arts requirements and maintaining a minimum grade point average (GPA) of 

the equivalent of 80 on a scale of 100; and completion of a minimum of three credits 

in the same language in a language other than English with a minimum GPA of the 

equivalent of 80 on a scale of 100 

3. Outstanding performance on a College Board Advanced Placement test - a score of 3 

or above on a College Board Advanced Placement examination 

4. Outstanding performance on an established, valid, reliable, and nationally norm-

referenced preliminary college preparation assessment instrument used to measure a 

student's progress toward readiness for college and the workplace –  

 earning a score on the Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship 

Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT®) that qualifies the student for recognition as 

a commended scholar or higher 

 achieving the college readiness benchmark score on at least three of the five 

subject tests on the ACT AspireTM examination 

 earning a total score of at least 1310 on the SAT® 

 earning a composite score on the ACT® examination of 28 (excluding the 

writing subscore) 

 earning a state-recognized or nationally or internationally recognized business 

or industry certification or license  

  



ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 

 

English I 

Credit:  1 

Grade Level:  9 

Prerequisite:  None 

 

English I students are expected to plan, draft, edit, and revise written compositions on a regular 

basis in a variety of forms including narrative, descriptive, informative, and persuasive.  An 

emphasis is placed on organizing logical arguments with clearly expressed related definitions, 

theses, and evidence.  English I students read extensively in multiple genres from world literature 

such as reading selected stories, dramas, novels, and poetry.  Students learn literary forms and 

terms associated with selections being read.  Students interpret the possible influences of the 

historical context on a literary work.  Students in this course will take a STAAR EOC assessment 

as part of a cumulative English graduation requirement. 

 

English I (Pre-AP) 
Credit:  1 

Grade Level:  9 

Prerequisite:  None 

 

This college preparatory course explores the subject matter in depth and complexity.  The 

student will refine oral and written communication skills, reads extensively and analytically all 

forms of literature. Students in this course will take a STAAR EOC assessment as part of a 

cumulative English graduation requirement.  

 

English II 
Credit:  1 

Grade Level:  10 

Prerequisite:  English I 

 

English II students are expected to plan, draft, edit and revise written compositions on a regular 

basis in a variety of forms including narrative, descriptive, informative and persuasive.  These 

personal forms of writing may include a response to literature, a reflective essay, or an 

autobiographical narrative.  English II students read extensively in multiple genres from world 

literature such as reading selected stories, dramas, novels, and poetry.  Students learn literary 

forms and terms associated with selections being read.  Students interpret the possible influences 

of the historical context on a literary work.  Students in this course will take a STAAR EOC 

assessment as part of a cumulative English graduation requirement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



English II (Pre-AP) 
Credit:  1 

Grade Level:  10 

Prerequisite:  English I 

 

The thematic content of this Pre-AP course continues to accelerate the integration of the strands 

of language arts.  Students apply oral and written communication skills and read extensively, 

analytically, and critically through an in-depth study of American and Western literature.  

Students in this course will take a STAAR EOC assessment as part of a cumulative English 

graduation requirement. 

 

English III 
Credit:  1 

Grade Level:  11 

Prerequisite:  English II 

 

English III students are expected to plan, draft, edit, and revise written compositions on a regular 

basis in a variety of forms including narrative, descriptive, informative, and persuasive.  English 

III students read extensively in multiple genres from American literature and other world 

literature.  Periods from American literature may include the pre-colonial period, colonial and 

revolutionary periods, romanticism and idealism, realism and naturalism, early 20th century, and 

late 20th century.  Students learn literary forms and terms associated with selections being read.  

Students interpret the possible influences of the historical context on a literary work.   

 

 

English Language & Composition (AP) 
Credit:  1 

Grade Level:  11 or 12 (offered alternating years) 

Prerequisite:  English II and/or English III 

 

The student experiences an in-depth study of American and other world literature and continues 

practice with advanced writing assignments.  Students will develop skills in analyzing prose 

passages and poems.  Students demonstrate their skill in composition by writing essays in 

various rhetorical modes.  They write critical or analytical essays based on given critical 

statements, poems, and prose passages.  Students will read extensively both inside and outside 

class, including a summer reading requirement. Analysis skills will be emphasized.  This course 

will satisfy graduation requirements for English III or English IV. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



English IV 
Credit:  1 

Grade Level:  12 

Prerequisite:  English III 

 

English IV students will read extensively from British and other world literature.  Students will 

use advanced reading strategies and composition techniques integrated with a study of selected 

readings.  Using the writing process, students will work on refining their skills in composition 

and on developing mature grammatical and stylistic features.  Students will review and refine 

research skills through a variety of research projects.  Opportunities for practice of 

listening/speaking and viewing/representing are inherent in the course. 

 

 

College Preparatory English Language Arts 

Credit: 1 

Grade Level: 12 

 

Prerequisite: English III 

 

This course is designed to increase the college readiness of current high school students in 

English Language Arts. This course covers the ten Student Learning Objectives (SLO's) as 

defined by the state of Texas for indicating college readiness in English (Integrated Reading and 

Writing). In addition, this course aligns with the Texas College and Career Readiness 

Standards (CCRS) in the areas of writing, reading, and research. This course is also in 

compliance with multiple Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) for English Language 

Arts and Reading, specifically English III and English IV. This course provides foundation work 

in the areas of reading and writing for the student who intends to advance to college level work. 

 

Journalism 

Credit:  1.0 

Grade:  9-12 

Prerequisite:  None 

 

Students enrolled in Journalism write in a variety of forms for a variety of audiences and 

purposes. Students are expected to plan, draft, and complete written compositions on a regular 

basis, carefully examining their papers for clarity, engaging language, and the correct use of the 

conventions and mechanics of written English. Students will become analytical consumers of 

media and technology to enhance their communication skills. Writing, technology, visual, and 

electronic media are used as tools for learning as students produce effective communications. 

Journalism students will learn journalistic traditions, research self-selected topics, write 

journalistic texts, and learn the principals of publication.  

 

 

 

 

 



Advanced Journalism - Yearbook I, II & III 

Credit:  1.0 

Grade Level:  10-12 

Prerequisite:  Journalism & Application process required. 

 

Students enrolled in this course learn all the skills required to develop a school yearbook. 

Students learn advanced publishing skills, interviewing techniques, design and layout expertise, 

and sophisticated writing skills. They become adept at using complex software that is used in the 

professional publishing industry. In addition, they learn how to work as leaders and as a team as 

they manage this production process. Production of the yearbook may require 3 to 8 hours of 

after-school activities per week. 

 

  



MATHEMATICS 

 

Algebra I 
Credit:  1.0 

Grade Level:  9 

Prerequisite:  None 

 

Algebra is a branch of mathematics which deals with the properties of functions in general and 

more specifically with linear functions.  Students solve equations, inequalities, and systems of 

equations. Graphing technology is used as an integral part of instruction throughout this course.  

Students in this course will take a STAAR EOC assessment as part of a cumulative Math 

graduation requirement. 

 

Geometry 
Credit:  1.0 

Grade Level:  9-12 

Prerequisite:  Algebra I 

 

Geometry is taken as the second course in a student’s high school mathematics sequence.  

Students apply geometric properties to real-world situations.  The course also provides students 

the opportunity to study and analyze three dimensional objects.  Graphing technology is used as 

an integral part of instruction throughout this course.   

 

Geometry (Pre-AP) 
Credit:  1.0 

Grade Level:  9-12 

Prerequisite:  Algebra I 

 

This course addresses the components of the basic structure of geometry such as dimensionality, 

congruence and similarity through the study of size, location and direction relationships.  

Connections to algebra and to the world outside of school are generated through a variety of 

applications and settings.  Students use a variety of representations (concrete, numerical, 

algorithmic, and graphical) as well as having regular access to technology that allows geometric 

constructions, coordinate graphing, algebraic analysis and computation.  At an honors or pre-AP 

level, this course addresses the essential knowledge and skills for geometry at greater depth with 

a broader scope and a faster pace along with higher expectations for student performance.  This 

course is an excellent preparation for college entrance examinations (SAT, ACT, etc.) and 

further study in mathematics and is designed for students who plan to take an advanced 

placement (AP) mathematics course in high school.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Algebra II 
Credit:  1.0 

Grade Level:  10-12 

Prerequisite:  Algebra I & Geometry 

 

This course continues from Algebra I and extends the study of functions to include quadratic 

functions, square root functions, rational functions, exponential functions and logarithmic 

functions.  The relationship between algebra and geometry is also illustrated in the study of conic 

sections.  Graphing technology is used as an integral part of instruction throughout this course.   

 

Algebra II (Pre-AP) 

Credit: 1.0 

Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Algebra 1 & Geometry 

 

This course continues from Algebra I and extends the study of functions to include quadratic 

functions, square root functions, rational functions, exponential functions and logarithmic 

functions.  The relationship between algebra and geometry is also illustrated in the study of conic 

sections.  Graphing technology is used as an integral part of instruction throughout this course.   

 

Pre-calculus (Honors) 

Credit:  1.0 

Grade Level:  11-12 

Prerequisite:  Algebra II 

  

In Pre-calculus, students use functions, equations, and limits as useful tools for expressing 

generalizations and as means for analyzing and understanding a broad variety of mathematical 

relationships. Functions are used to represent and connect ideas in geometry, probability, 

statistics, trigonometry, and calculus and to model physical situations. Topics include 

polynomial, rational, radical, exponential, logarithmic, trigonometric, and piecewise-defined 

functions, sequences and series, parametric representations of conic sections, and vectors. 

Computers and graphing calculators will be extensively integrated in the coursework.  

 

Calculus AB (AP) 
Credit:  1.0 

Grade Level:  11-12 

Prerequisite:  Pre-Calculus 

 

This course is designed to prepare students for the AB Advanced Placement examination in 

Calculus (one semester) and introduces students to the major topics in introductory calculus:  

functions and graphs, limits and continuity, differential calculus and integral calculus. 

 

 

 

 

 



Math Models with Applications 
Credit:  1.0 

Grade Level:  11-12 

Prerequisite:  Algebra 1 & Geometry 

 

Classes offered using this course number are specifically designed to reinforce students’ mastery 

of the essential knowledge and skills aligned with the Exit-Level TAKS math exam.  Students 

not meeting the passing standard for the Grade 10 TAKS math exam are required to enroll in this 

course in Grade 11.  In this course, students use algebraic, graphical, statistical, and geometric 

reasoning to recognize patterns and structure, to model information, and to solve real-life applied 

problems involving money, data, chance, patterns, music, design, and science.  Students use a 

variety of representations (concrete, numerical, algorithmic, and graphical) as well as having 

regular access to graphing technology.   

 

Algebra III (Independent Study in Mathematics) 

Credit: 1.0 

Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Algebra II 

 

This course is designed to provide a strong foundation of mathematical concepts and applications 

in order to prepare juniors and seniors for more advanced work in mathematics.  Students 

develop quantitative reasoning and problem-solving skills, and develop an awareness of the 

connection between mathematics and other disciplines by modeling real world situations.  This 

course utilizes various learning and teaching styles.  In addition to the traditional lecture 

technique, students are encouraged to be active learners by analyzing and interpreting given 

information and formulating conjectures.  Students explore mathematics in individually and 

group oriented projects to develop the ability to understand and to communicate mathematical 

ideas effectively.  This course makes use of graphing calculators to support and prepare students 

for the teaching and learning of pre-calculus concepts. 

 

College Preporatory Mathematics 

Credit: 1.0 

Grade Level: 12 

Prerequisite: Algebra II 

 

This course addresses a variety of mathematical topics needed to prepare students success in 

college-level mathematics. In this course students will connect and use multiple strands of 

mathematics in situations and problems, as well as in the study of other disciplines. In addition, 

the course supports students in developing skills and strategies needed to succeed in college. 

Mathematics topics include: numeracy with an emphasis on estimation and fluency with large 

numbers; manipulating and evaluating expressions and formulas, to include perimeter, area, and 

volume; rates, ratios, and proportions; percentages; solving equations; linear equations and 

inequalities; linear systems; exponential models; data interpretations including graphs and tables; 

verbal, algebraic, and graphical interpretations of functions. Mathematical process standards are 

also included in this framework; these process standards describe ways in which students are 

expected to engage in the content. Successful completion of this course, as defined by the 



memorandum of understanding (MOU) with the partnering institution(s), grants the student an 

exemption to TSI requirements for mathematics at the partnering institution(s).  



SCIENCE 

 

Biology 
Credit:  1.0 

Grade Level:  9-10 

Prerequisite:  None 

 

Biology is the study of life and all its forms.  Students will study the structures and physiological 

processes which allow life to continue, as well as the interactions of living things with their 

environment.  Students in this course will take a STAAR EOC assessment as part of a 

cumulative Science graduation requirement. 

 

Biology (Pre-AP) 
Credit:  1.0 

Grade Level:  9-10 

Prerequisite:  None 

 

Students study a variety of topics that include:  structures and functions of cells and viruses; 

growth and development of organisms; cells, tissues, and organs; nucleic acids and genetics; 

biological evolution; taxonomy; metabolism and energy transfers in living organisms; living 

systems; homeostatis; ecosystems; and plants and the environment.  Students learn how nucleic 

acids are involved in the formation of an organism and the inheritance of traits.  Students learn to 

use Punnett squares and probability to find possible genotypes and phenotypes.  Students 

understand the relationship between ecology, evolution and genetic principles.  They understand 

differences between bacteria and viruses.  Food webs and the cycling of nutrients in ecosystems 

are learned as well as the significance of structures and adaptations of both animals and plants.  

Students in this course will take a STAAR EOC assessment as part of a cumulative Science 

graduation requirement. 

 

Chemistry 
Credit:  1.0 

Grade Level:  10-12 

Prerequisite:  Algebra I & Biology 

 

Chemistry is a laboratory-based course that helps students realize the important roles that 

chemistry will play in their personal and professional lives.  The course includes the 

characteristics of matter, energy transformations, atomic structure, behavior of gases, atomic 

bonding, chemical equations and chemical reactions.   

 

Chemistry (Pre-AP) 
Credit:  1.0 

Grade Level:  10-12 

Prerequisite:  Algebra I & Biology 

 

In this course students will investigate how chemistry is an integral part of our daily lives.  By 

studying a variety of topics that include:  characteristics of matter; energy transformations during 



physical and chemical changes; atomic structure; the periodic table of elements; behavior of 

gases, bonding; nuclear fusion and nuclear fission; oxidation-reduction reactions; chemical 

equations; solutes; properties of solutions; acids and bases; and chemical reactions.   

 

Physics 
Credit:  1.0 

Grade Level:  10-12 

Prerequisite:  Chemistry 

 

Physics is the study of the physical changes that matter undergoes as it changes state, quantum 

phyiscs, the changes in motion of matter due to the forces of gravity, electricity, magnetism, and 

the transfer of energy to matter by these forces.  This course makes application of these theories 

to present-day machinery and equipment and encourages students to solve problems related to 

their use.   

 

Physics (Pre-AP) 

Credit:  1.0 

Grade Level:  11-12 

Prerequisite:  Chemistry & successful completion of/current enrollment in Algebra II 

 

Pre-AP Physics is the study of matter, forces, energy and their interactions. Students are 

introduced to fundamental concepts in the areas of mechanics, heat, sound, electricity, 

magnetism and light. Observations of the laws of force and motion, the nature of light, wave 

phenomena, and properties of electricity and magnetism are integral components of the course. 

Laboratory investigations emphasize accurate observations, collection, analysis, and presentation 

of data, and safe manipulation of laboratory apparatus and materials. In this Pre-AP class, 

students will be challenged to design their own laboratory investigations following scientific 

principles of research and proper lab practices.  

 

Anatomy and Physiology of Human Systems 

Credit:  1.0 

Grade Level:  11-12 

Prerequisite:  Biology & Chemistry  

 

This course conducts in-depth investigations of anatomy and physiology of human systems 

including circulatory, nervous, endocrine, and respiratory systems.  Students learn environmental 

factors that affect the body and how the body maintains homeostasis. 

 

Advanced Animal Science (Zoology) 

Credit:  1.0 

Grade Level:  11-12 

Prerequisites: Biology 

 

Zoology is a course that focuses on animal biology. In the first semester of the course students 

will study the major divisions of the animal kingdom. The second semester will be spent on in 

depth study of two animal groups. The first animal group studied will be the birds. Students will 



study anatomy and physiology, classification, and identification. The next animal group studied 

will be the fish. Students will focus on the anatomy and physiology of fish as well as their 

classification. Zoology is a lab intensive class. Students will have the opportunity to handle many 

specimens, and complete a dissection of a pigeon and a shark, among other specimens we collect 

near Community High. Zoology is a college-preparatory course that will develop study methods 

that will be beneficial in college. 

 

Forensic Science 
Credit:  1.0 

Grade Level:  11-12 

Prerequisite:  Biology & Chemistry 

 

Students in Forensic science use a structured and scientific approach to the investigation of 

crimes. Students will learn terminology and investigative procedures. Using scientific methods 

students will collect and analyze evidence through case studies and simulated crime scenes. 

Students will learn the history, legal aspects, and career options for forensic science.  



SOCIAL STUDIES 

 

World Geography 
Credit:  1.0 

Grade Level:  9 

Prerequisite:  None 

 

Physical, economic, and social geography.  Describe physical environment of regions and the 

physical processes that affect these regions, explain the distribution of different types of climate 

political, economic, social, and cultural characteristics; explain the political, economic, social, 

and environmental factors; analyze causes and effects of human migration; compare ways that 

humans depend on, adapt to, and modify the physical environment; explain traditional, 

command, and market economies; global trade patterns; cultural beliefs; use maps, graphics, and 

other information.   

 

World Geography (Pre-AP) 
Credit:  1.0 

Grade Level:  9 

Prerequisite:  None 

 

Pre-AP World Geography is designed for mastery of the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills 

(TEKS) as well as extension beyond this mastery.  In this course, critical thinking and analytical 

skills will be utilized in various projects including interpretation of primary and secondary 

source materials.  Students will use their knowledge of spatial relationships, systematic physical 

and human processes and the interaction between people and their environment to make 

intelligent decisions as citizens.  This honors level course will provide students opportunities to 

study at an advanced level the interaction of peoples and cultures with their physical and cultural 

environments in the major areas of the world.  Students explore North America, Europe, Middle 

East, Sub-Saharan Africa, Asia, Australia, and Latin America to compare physical processes, 

components of cultures, and human interactions that affect history.  Emphasis is placed on in-

depth study with development of high order thinking and writing skills to introduce students to 

AP structure and strategy. 

 

World History  

Credit:  1.0 

Grade Level:  10 

Prerequisite:  World Geography 

 

World History Studies is a survey of the history of humankind. The major emphasis is on the 

study of significant people, events, and issues from the earliest times to the present. Traditional 

historical points of reference in world history are identified as students analyze important events 

and issues in western civilization as well as in civilizations in other parts of the world. Students 

evaluate the causes and effects of political and economic imperialism and of major political 

revolutions since the 17th century. Students examine the impact of geographic factors on major 

historical events and identify the historical origins of contemporary economic systems. Students 

analyze the process by which constitutional governments evolved as well as the ideas from 



historic documents that influenced that process. Students trace the historical development of 

important legal and political concepts. Students examine the history and impact of major 

religious and philosophical traditions. Students analyze the connections between major 

developments in science and technology and the growth of industrial economies, and they use 

the process of historical inquiry to research, interpret, and use multiple sources of evidence. 

 

 

World History (Pre-AP) 
Credit:  1.0 

Grade Level:  10 

Prerequisite:  World Geography 

 

Pre-AP World History is designed for mastery of the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills as 

well as extension beyond this mastery.  From the origins of civilization to the present.  Early 

River civilizations, ancient empires, the middle ages, Aztec, British, Chinese, French, Japanese, 

Mongol, and Ottoman empires, the scientific and industrial revolutions; the political revolutions 

of the 18th, 19th, and 20th centuries; the world wars of the 20th century; and the post colonial 

age.The students will be expected to use primary source materials extensively.  Additionally, 

emphasis will be given to the study of prehistoric times and the modern era.  Research, critical 

thinking, and writing skills will be developed through creative projects and activities.   

 

United States History 
Credit:  1.0 

Grade Level:  10 -11 

Prerequisite:  World Geography 

 

From Post-Reconstruction through the present.  Settlement of the great plains, industrialization, 

Gilded Age, Spanish American War, World Wars I and II, the Great Depression, Korean and 

Vietnam Conflicts, and the post industrial age.  Students in this course will take a STAAR EOC 

assessment as part of a cumulative Social Studies graduation requirement. 

  

HIST 1301 United States History I (Dual Credit) 

Credit 0.5 

Grade Level: 11 

Prerequisite:  Meet TSI and Grayson College admission requirements 

Fee: Grayson College tuition & fees; books 

 

This course is a survey of the social, political, economic, cultural, and intellectual history of the 

United States from the pre-Columbian era to the Civil War/Reconstruction period. United States 

History I includes the study of pre-Columbian, colonial, revolutionary, early national, slavery 

and sectionalism, and the Civil War/Reconstruction eras. Themes that may be addressed in 

United States History I include: American settlement and diversity, American culture, religion, 

civil and human rights, technological change, economic change, immigration and migration, and 

creation of the federal government. 

 

 



HIST 1302 United States History II (Dual Credit) 

Credit 0.5 

Grade Level: 11 

Prerequisite:  HIST 1301 

Fee: Grayson College tuition & fees; books 

 

This course is a survey of the social, political, economic, cultural, and intellectual history of the 

United States from the Civil War/Reconstruction era to the present. United States History II 

examines industrialization, immigration, world wars, the Great Depression, Cold War and post-

Cold War eras. Themes that may be addressed in United States History II include: American 

culture, religion, civil and human rights, technological change, economic change, immigration 

and migration, urbanization and suburbanization, the expansion of the federal government, and 

the study of U.S. foreign policy. 

 

Economics with Emphasis on the Free Enterprise System & Its Benefits 
Credit:  0.5 

Grade Level:  12 

Prerequisite:  World Geography & US History 

 

Principles of Macroeconomics and Microeconomics.  Business organization and market 

economy; theory of the firm; techniques of economic analysis in current economic problems; 

comparative economic systems.  Principles of economic organization and growth in modern, 

industrial society; money and banking, monetary and fiscal policy; determinants of national 

income and business fluctuations.   

 

Government 
Credit:  0.5 

Grade Level:  12 

Prerequisite:  World Geography & US History 

 

U.S. and Texas constitutions, federalism, local government, institutions, political parties, 

elections, interest groups, mass media, public opinion and public policy, civil rights and civil 

liberties.   

 

ECON 2301 Principles of Macroeconomics (Dual Credit) 

Credit: 0.5 

Grade Level: 12 

Prerequisite:  Meet TSI and Grayson College admission requirements 

Fee: Grayson College tuition & fees; books 

 

This course is an analysis of the economy as a whole including measurement and determination 

of Aggregate Demand and Aggregate Supply, national income, inflation, and unemployment. 

Other topics include international trade, economic growth, business cycles, and fiscal policy and 

monetary policy. 

 

 



GOVT 2305 Federal Government (Dual Credit) 

Credit: 0.5 

Grade Level: 12 

Prerequisite:  Meet TSI and Grayson College admission requirements 

Fee: Grayson College tuition & fees; books 

 

This course covers the origin and development of the U.S. Constitution, structure and powers of 

the national government including the legislative, executive, and judicial branches, federalism, 

political participation, the national election process, public policy, civil liberties and civil rights. 

 

Psychology  

Credit: 0.5 

Grade Level: 10-12 

Prerequisite: None 

 

This class introduces students to the science of psychology with emphasis on human behavior.  

This course includes the study of facts involved in human development, learning and thinking, 

intelligence, personality, abnormal behavior and treatment and careers in psychology. 

 

Sociology 

Credit: 0.5 

Grade Level: 10-12 

Prerequisite: None 

 

This class provides a systematic approach to the study of group dynamics and models of 

individual and group relationships.  The functionalist, conflict, and symbolic inter-actionist 

perspectives are evaluated in this introductory course.  Topics include the history of sociology, 

research methods, social structure, deviance, prejudice beliefs, the family, and religion.  

 

 

  



LANGUAGES OTHER THAN ENGLISH 

 

Spanish I 
Credit:  1.0 

Grade Level:  9-11 

Prerequisite:  None 

 

This is an entry level course for students who have had no previous exposure to college 

preparatory Spanish sequence.  Level I of high school Spanish offers the student the opportunity 

for acquisition of the four basic language skills:  listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  The 

students will develop a cultural appreciation of the Spanish-speaking world and recognize the 

interdependence of languages. 

 

Spanish II  
Credit:  1.0 

Grade Level:  9-12 

Prerequisite:  Spanish I 

 

Level II continues the Level I emphasis on listening and speaking skills.  However, more 

complex grammatical structures, reading and writing skills are developed to a high level of 

proficiency.  The interdependent roles of culture and language are studied in more depth. 

 

Spanish III (Pre-AP) 
Grade Level:  10-12 

Prerequisite:  Spanish II 

 

This class is the third in a three-year sequence, leading to Spanish IV.  Students will continue 

their development into the four language skills.  The expansion of vocabulary and more complex 

grammatical structures continues and reading and writing skills are developed to a higher level of 

proficiency.  Culturally related activities of selected Hispanic countries and regions will be 

explored.  This class is conducted entirely in Spanish. 

 

American Sign Language I 
Grade Level:  10-12 

Prerequisite:  None 

 

ASL 1 introduces students to the language and culture of the Deaf. In this course, students will 

build their receptive and expressive communicative foundation. The focus of this course is 

developing a novice-mid proficiency. This course is conducted in ASL (without voice) a 

significant amount of time. 

 

 

  



AGRICULTURE, FOOD AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

 

 

Principles of Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources 

Credit:  1.0 

Grade Level:  9-12 

Prerequisite:  None 

 

This principles class is a comprehensive course covering the broad field of agriculture including 

career planning and expectations, agricultural industry and its global importance, agriculture 

leadership organizations (FFA), agriculture research, food and fiber production, animal and plant 

science, environmental science, basic mechanical skills, and personal and communication skills. 

 

Floral Design 

Credit: 1.0 

Grade level: 10-12 

Prerequisite: Principles of Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources 

 

This course is designed to develop students' ability to identify and demonstrate the principles and 

techniques related to floral design as well as develop an understanding of the management of 

floral enterprises. Through the analysis of artistic floral styles and historical periods, students 

develop respect for the traditions and contributions of diverse cultures. To be prepared for 

careers in floral design, students need to attain academic skills and knowledge as well as 

technical knowledge and skills regarding career opportunities, entry requirements, and industry 

expectations. 

 

Livestock Production 

Credit: 1.0 

Grade Level: 10-12 

Prerequisite:  Principles of Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources 

 

To be prepared for careers in the field of animal science, students need to attain academic skills 

and knowledge, acquire knowledge and skills related to animal systems and the workplace, and 

develop knowledge and skills regarding career opportunities, entry requirements, and industry 

expectations. To prepare for success, students need opportunities to learn, reinforce, apply, and 

transfer their knowledge and skills in a variety of settings. Animal species to be addressed in this 

course may include, but are not limited to, beef cattle, dairy cattle, swine, sheep, goats, and 

poultry. 

 

Agricultural Mechanics and Metal Technologies 

Credit:  1.0 

Grade Level:  10-12 

Prerequisite:  Principles of Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources 

 

This course is designed to develop an understanding of agricultural mechanics as it relates to 

safety and skills in tool operation, electrical wiring, plumbing, carpentry, fencing, painting, 



concrete, and metal working techniques, specialty welding and cutting techniques; use of oxy-

fuel equipment and electrical arc welding equipment; cost effective construction techniques; and 

specialized non-metallic fabrication techniques.  Basic terminology, mathematic computations, 

and application of scientific principles related to agricultural metal fabrication technology will be 

reinforced. 

 

 

 

Agricultural Facilities Design and Fabrication 

Credit: 1.0 

Grade Level:  11-12 

Prerequisite:  Agricultural Mechanics and Metal Technologies 

 

To be prepared for careers in mechanized agriculture and technical systems, students attain 

knowledge and skills related to agricultural facilities design and fabrication.  Students explore 

career opportunities, entry requirements, and industry expectations.  To prepare for success, 

students reinforce, apply, and transfer their academic knowledge and technical skills in a variety 

of settings.  The student demonstrates principles of facilities design and fabrication related to 

agricultural structures. 

 

Agricultural Equipment Design and Fabrication 
Credit:  1.0 

Grade Level:  11-12 

Prerequisite:  Agricultural Facilities Design and Fabrication 

 

Students will acquire knowledge and skills related to the design and fabrication of agricultural 

equipment. Prepares students for careers in mechanized agriculture and technical systems, 

related to agricultural facilities design and fabrication. 

  



BUSINESS MANAGEMENT & ADMINISTRATION  

 

Principles of Business, Marketing, & Finance 

Credit:  1.0 

Grade Level:  9-12 

Prerequisite:  None 

 

In Principles of Business, Marketing, and Finance, students gain knowledge and skills in 

economies and private enterprise systems, the impact of global business, marketing of goods and 

services, advertising, and product pricing. Students analyze the sales process and financial 

management principles. This course allows students to reinforce, apply, and transfer academic 

knowledge and skills to a variety of interesting and relevant activities, problems and settings in 

business, marketing, and finance. 

 

Business Information Management I 

Credits: 1 

Grade Level: 9 – 12 

Prerequisite: Principles of Business, Marketing, & Finance or Principles of Information 

Technology 

 

Students implement personal and interpersonal skills to strengthen individual performance in the 

workplace and in society and make a successful transition to the workforce and postsecondary 

education. Students apply technical skills to address business applications of emerging 

technologies, create word-processing documents, develop a spreadsheet, formulate a database, 

and make an electronic presentation using appropriate software. 

 

 

 

 

 

  



HOSPITALITY & TOURISM 

 

Principles of Hospitality & Tourism 

Credit:  1.0 

Grade Level:  9-12 

Prerequisite:  None 

 

This course is designed to give students an overview of the Hospitality and Tourism industry. 

This industry encompasses lodging; travel and tourism; recreation, amusements. Attractions, and 

resorts; and restaurants and food and beverage services. Students are encouraged to participate in 

extended learning experiences such as career and technical student organizations or other 

leadership or extracurricular activities. 

 

Introduction to Culinary Arts 

Credit:  1.0 

Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite:  Principles of Hospitality & Tourism & Restaurant Management or Travel & 

Tourism 

 

Introduction to Culinary Arts will emphasize the principles of planning, organizing, staffing, and 

controlling the management of a variety of food service operations. The course will provide 

insight into restaurant operations, food production skills, and hospitality skills. 

 

 

Culinary Arts 

Credit: 2.0 

Grade: 12 

Prerequisite: Introduction to Culinary Arts 

 

Culinary Arts begins with the fundamentals and principles of the art of cooking and the science 

of baking and includes management and production skills and techniques. Students can pursue a 

national sanitation certification or other appropriate industry certifications. This course is offered 

as a laboratory-based course. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING, & MATH 

 

Robotics I 

Credit:  1.0 

Grade Level:  10-12 

Prerequisite:  Concepts of Engineering & Technology 

 

Students enrolled in this course will demonstrate knowledge and skills necessary for the robotic 

and automation industry. Through implementation of the design process, students will transfer 

advanced academic skills to component designs in a project-based environment. Students will 

build prototypes or use simulation software to test their designs. Students explore career 

opportunities, employer expectations, and educational needs in the robotic and automation 

industry. 

 

 

  



REQUIRED ELECTIVES 

 

Professional Communications 

Credit:  0.5 

Grades:  11-12 (all Juniors if not already taken) 

Prerequisite:  None 

 

This course blends written, oral, and graphic communication in a career-based environment.  

Careers in the global economy require individuals to be creative and have a strong background in 

computer and technology applications, a strong and solid academic foundation, and a proficiency 

in professional oral and written communication.  Within this context, students will be expected to 

develop and expand the ability to write, read, edit, speak, listen, apply software applications, 

manipulate computer graphics, and conduct internet research 

 

Dollars & Sense 

Credit: 0.5 

Grades: 11-12 (all Juniors if not already taken) 

Prerequisite: None 

 

Dollars and Sense focuses on consumer practices and responsibilities, money-management 

processes, decision-making skills, impact of technology, and preparation for managing one’s 

own financial affairs. 

 

Or 

 

Personal Financial Literacy 

Credit: 0.5 

Grades: 11-12 (all Juniors if not already taken) 

Prerequisite:  None 

 

Personal Financial Literacy will develop citizens who have the knowledge and skills to make 

sound, informed financial decisions that will allow them to lead financially secure lifestyles and 

understand personal financial responsibility. Students will apply critical-thinking and problem-

solving skills to analyze decisions involving earning and spending, saving and investing, credit 

and borrowing, insuring and protecting and college and post-secondary education and training. 

 

Teen Leadership 

Credit:  0.5 

Grade Level:  9 (all Freshmen) 

Prerequisite:  None 

 

Teen Leadership is a course in which students develop leadership, professional, and business 

skills. They learn to develop a healthy self-concept, healthy relationships, and learn to 

understand the concept of personal responsibility.  

 

 



VISUAL ARTS 

 

Art I – Introduction to Visual Art 

Credit:  1.0 

Grade Level:  9-12 

Prerequisite:  None 

 

In this introductory course students will explore art production using the elements and principles 

of art through composition and content, art history through study and research, and art criticism 

through reflective writing.  This course explores drawing, painting, printmaking, collage, 

sculpture, and ceramics. Satisfies Fine Arts requirement for WISD graduation plans 

 

Art II 

Credits:  1.0 

Grade Level:  10-12 

Prerequisite:  Art I  

 

In this course students will explore art production using and thinking about the elements and 

principles of art through composition, abstraction, and expression.  This course explores the use 

of paper, canvas, cardboard and fabrics in combination with pencil, pastels, pen and ink, brushes, 

felt-tip and mixed media.  Art history and art criticism will be utilized (in the form of reflective 

writing) in understanding student works of art as well as the work of master artists past and 

present. 

 

Art III 
Credit:  1.0 

Grade Level:  11 

Prerequisite:  Art I, II  

 

In this course students will explore art production using and thinking about the elements and 

principles of art through composition, abstraction and expression.  Art history and art criticism 

will be addressed through reflective writing thereby understanding student works as well as the 

work of master artists past and present. 

 

Art IV 

Credit: 1.0 

Grade Level: 12 

Prerequisite: Art I, II, III 

 

In this course students will explore art production using and thinking about the elements and 

principle of art through composition, abstraction and expression. Students will continue to 

expand the skills that they have acquired through previous art courses. 

  



MUSIC 

 

Marching & Contest Band 
Credit:  1.0 

Grade Level:  9-12 

Prerequisite:  Approval of the Band Director  

Fee:  Instrument purchase or rental, reeds, oils, and supplies 

 

Band provides an opportunity for students to continue instrumental development at an 

intermediate/advanced level.  The band will perform at all designated football games, pep rallies, 

parades, marching contests, concerts and festivals.  Time will be required outside of class for 

rehearsals, trips and other engagements.  

Satisfies Fine Arts and PE requirement for WISD graduation plans if taken for two years. 

 

 

  



THEATER ARTS 

 

Theatre I 
Credit:  1.0 

Grade Level:  9-12 

Prerequisite:  None 

 

This course of study is designed as an introductory survey in the fundamentals of theatre 

production, including the role of the actor in the interpretation of dramatic literature, the 

development of the physical theatre, theatre history and dramatic literature.  The student is also 

involved in the physical and mental processes of learning to act with emphasis on interpretation, 

body movement and characterization. Satisfies Fine Arts requirement for WISD graduation 

plans 
 

Theatre II 
Credit:  1.0 

Grade Level:  10 

Prerequisite:  Theatre I (II)  

 

This performance course is for the serious student. This course is designed to introduce the 

methods of performance.  Students address topical and social issues through individual and 

group acting.  This course focuses on the principles of effective communication in all 

performance situations.  Performance in contest will be strongly encouraged. 

 

Theatre III 

Credit: 1.0 

Grade Level: 11 

Prerequisite: Theatre I (II) 

 

Theater arts III will focus on the more specialized aspects of theatre. Basic concepts learned from 

Theater Arts I and II will be expanded and applied to production work in various theatrical 

styles. Some co-curricular after school time may be required. Participation in One Act Play 

requires this course. 

 

Theatre IV 

Credit: 1.0 

Grade Level: 12 

Prerequisite: Theatre I (II) (III) 

 

Theater arts IV will focus on the more specialized aspects of theatre. Basic concepts learned 

from Theater Arts I, II, and III will be expanded and applied to production work in various 

theatrical styles. Some co-curricular after school time may be required. Participation in One Act 

Play requires this course.  



PHYSICAL EDUCATION  
 

Physical Education 

Credit:  1.0 

Grade Level:  9-12 

Prerequisite:  None 

 

A variety of individual and team activities will be presented with an emphasis on maintaining 

personal fitness for a lifetime. 

 

Boys Athletics 
Credit:  1.0 

Grade Level:  9-12 

Prerequisite:  Approval of Coach 

 

Athletics is offered each year of high school and includes choices from the following sports that 

constitute the program:  Football, Golf (after school), Basketball, Tennis (after school), Track & 

Field, Baseball, Cross Country (before/after school), Powerlifting (before/after school). A 

student enrolled in Athletics may earn a maximum of four credits toward graduation. Athletics is 

an instructional model designed to provide athletes with an authentic, in-depth sport experience. 

It is intended to move isolated skill practice into sequential, progressive, and realistic game 

situations with the primary objective of developing highly competitive team members. Taking 

responsibility for personal and social behavior, and respecting differences among people in sport 

settings are all inherent within the team model. Athletes are actively engaged in the sport of 

choice, working on skills for game play situations under the direction of their head coach. 

Students are placed in athletics as the result of student performance criteria conducted in pre-

season tryout sessions and ultimate recommendation from the head coach. Students elected to 

participate must maintain academic eligibility as mandated by the University Interscholastic 

League. Approval from the coach will be given before being placed in athletics. 

 

 

Girls Athletics 

Credit:  1.0 

Grade Level:  9-12 

Prerequisite:  Approval of Coach 

 

Athletics is offered each year of high school and includes choices from the following sports that 

constitute the program:  Golf (after school), Basketball, Tennis (after school), Volleyball, Track 

& Field, Softball, Cross Country (before/after school), Powerlifting (before/after school). A 

student enrolled in Athletics may earn a maximum of four credits toward graduation. Athletics is 

an instructional model designed to provide athletes with an authentic, in-depth sport experience. 

It is intended to move isolated skill practice into sequential, progressive, and realistic game 

situations with the primary objective of developing highly competitive team members. Taking 

responsibility for personal and social behavior, and respecting differences among people in sport 

settings are all inherent within the team model. Athletes are actively engaged in the sport of 

choice, working on skills for game play situations under the direction of their head coach. 



Students are placed in athletics as the result of student performance criteria conducted in pre-

season tryout sessions and ultimate recommendation from the head coach. Students elected to 

participate must maintain academic eligibility as mandated by the University Interscholastic 

League. Approval from the coach will be given before being placed in athletics. 

 

  



TECHNOLOGY APPLICATIONS 

 

Computer Science I 

Credit: 1.0 

Grade Level: 9-12 

Prerequisite: Algebra 1 

 

Fundamentals of Computer Science is intended as a first course for those students just beginning 

the study of computer science. Students will learn about the computing tools that are used every 

day.  

 

Computer Science II  

Credit: 1.0 

Grade Level: 10-12 

Prerequisite: Computer Science I 

 

This course provides students with an in-depth look at the real-world application of advanced 

topics in computing, such as dynamic data structures, algorithm efficiency, and human-computer 

interface design. 

 

 

  



OTHER ELECTIVES 

 

Lifetime Nutrition & Wellness 
Credit: 1.0 

Grade Level:  9-12 

Prerequisite:  Paired with Teen Leadership 

 

This technical laboratory course concentrates on principles of lifetime wellness and nutrition to 

help students make informed choices that promote wellness as well as pursue careers related to 

several food career pathways.  Students are strongly encouraged to participate in a career and 

technical organization such as Family, Career and Community Leaders of America (FCCLA).  

 

 


