
 
 
 

Superintendent Scheduled to Attend Board Meeting 
 
Dr. Andrew Gaddis, Regular                                                                    Mr. Pat Happer, Alternate  

 
Date: November 7th, 2017 

Location: Keystone Learning Services, 500 E. Sunflower Blvd., Ozawkie, KS 

Lunch: 12:00 p.m.                                          

Call Meeting to Order: 12:30 p.m. 
 
At 12:30 p.m., Andy Ewing, Executive Director, called the meeting to order.  Members present: 
Steve Lilly, Jon Pfau, Loren Feldkamp, JB Elliott, Dr. Andrew Gaddis, Pat Happer, Tim Beying 
and Denise Jennings. 
 
Others present: Mary Livingston and Nathanael Norman, Assistant Special Ed Directors; Linda 
Chalker, Clerk of the Board; Todd Adrian and John Rundle with Ameritime Financial Services and 
Ron Ellis, Representative for Jefferson County. 
 
John Rundle and Todd Adrian thanked the council members for giving them the opportunity to 
present and conduct financial education for educator workshops at various districts over this past 
year. Thank you, John and Todd, for providing a delicious lunch! 
 
1. Ron Ellis, Jefferson County District 47 Representative—Ron Ellis spoke to the 

superintendents on legislative issues as well as answered questions. Ron was asked about 
the underfunded special education money - funding is currently at 80%, not 92% as required 
by statute. Superintendents wished to know when this will change. Other questions included 
will the legislature revisit Medicaid? What does he anticipate will happen with school 
funding? Will there be a constitutional amendment introduced? Superintendents 
communicated financial concerns they face in each district and at Keystone, and concern 
with services available through DCF. Ron was also asked why he did not vote for a tax 
increase to support school districts. Ron responded that he would look into funding for 
special education, and indicated he recalled that we had brought up this topic during 
previous meetings. In regards to school funding, Ron indicated that current discussion is to 
add an additional $50 million dollars to school funding to increase funding by $150 million 
per year for the next 3 years. A $100 million increase was already in place so this would 
provide an additional $50 million dollars. Increasing funding to $200 million per year for 3 
years has also been discussed. Superintendents expressed concerns with whether this would 
meet with the approval of the Supreme Court, and their hope is that this issue will be taken 
seriously and addressed at the beginning of the legislative session rather than waiting until 
the last minute. Superintendents indicated it is very difficult to make sound financial 
decisions at the last minute. Ron indicated he thought that expanding Medicaid might come 
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up during the session. He didn’t indicate a position related to that issue. Related to a 
constitutional amendment, Ron expressed that he did not believe enough support existed to 
pass such a measure. Ron indicated an awareness of concerns related to prisons, hospitals, 
DCF and other state services. He hoped that the legislature would address the tough issues 
right away. When asked about his vote, Ron indicated that he did not like the retroactive 
feature of the tax bill and could not support that, but that he was supportive of a different 
measure. 

 
At 1:20 p.m., Todd Adrian and John Rundle left the meeting. 
 
At 1:30 p.m., Ron Ellis left the meeting. 
 
Andrew Gaddis and Pat Happer will switch months as the district superintendent board 
meeting representative. 

 
2. Review November 15 Board of Director’s Meeting Agenda– Andy reviewed the 

November board meeting agenda items with the council. Jennifer Wiseman, USD 377, will 
be at next week’s board meeting sharing a student profile. Amy Conklin, Keystone school 
psychologist, will be at next week’s meeting to give a report on emotional disability. Andy 
shared that the MOE authenticated application window is open. If superintendents can send 
their MOE info to Andy by Thanksgiving, he will then get this submitted by the first of 
December. The gymnasium roof replacement has been pushed back to early December. 
Keystone continues to work on a proposal for the State Professional Development Grant. 
There was a discussion on the MOU and the Reading Grant (Striving Readers). Districts 
interested will work through Greenbush. The superintendents expressed that it would be 
helpful if they/administrators and the district clerks meet with Lisa Morando (Keystone 
business manager) for a training on Medicaid for a school related “Medicaid 101” meeting. 
Andy projected $300,000 revenue for Medicaid this year. Help facilitating the flow of 
itinerant staff in and out of buildings would be helpful as we work to increase Medicaid 
revenue.  

 
3. Director’s Update – Covered in Item #1. 
 
4. Fiscal Update—Andy reviewed Funds 01 and 10 with the council.    
  

            5.         Personnel –Nathanael and Mary updated the superintendents on current staffing. Mary 
explained that Keystone is actively looking for paraprofessionals to fill 10-12 openings. 

 
6.       January 15th All-District Inservice Update—Steve Lilly gave an update on the all-district 

inservice which will be held at McLouth on January 15th, 2018. More information will 
follow in December at the superintendent council meeting. 

 
7.         Other—Superintendents discussed how the KESA process is going.  
 
 
 



      Adjournment 
 

     At 3:00 p.m., the meeting was adjourned. 


