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Project Based Learning (PBL) is an engaging educational approach where students at each grade 

level work in teams on long-term multidisciplinary projects that are structured around rich, real-

world, and relevant research questions. 

Project Based Learning (PBL) reinforces the Kansas College and Career Readiness Standards at 

each grade level while also developing students' skills in investigation, collaboration, 

communication, time management, organization, and use of real-world technology. 

Project-Based Learning (PBL) projects are the heart of the educational experience at 

ACCES.  Every grade, K-6, builds their academic year around engaging, multi-disciplinary 

projects. The PBL projects are generated to rigorously address Kansa College and Career 

Readiness Standards, while incorporating student interests and questions.  All Project-Based 

Learning activities are aligned to science, mathematics, social studies, career learning, and 

English language arts standards. 

 

Optional Course Codes: 

72206: Life Skills (Project-Based Learning Course) 

72250: Exploratory (Project-Based Learning Course) 

72151: Career Exploration (Career Exploration Course) 

 

Alignment K-12: 

Project-Based Learning and Career Exploration combine to establish a fundamental 

understanding for student career exploration, personal interests, and creates a love for learning 

through real-life activities. These courses will build upon themselves and ensure students have a 

complete Individual Learning Plan (IPL) at the 6th grade. This plan will follow the students when 

enrolling in junior-high courses.  

Additionally, PBL and Career Exploration will provide pre-requisite knowledge on topics that 

are currently identified as educational Pathways at ACCHS. Providing this foundation will 

enhance the likelihood these students will enter and complete a Pathway during their high school 

tenure.  

 

 

 

 



Curriculum: 

All units are based off of the National 4-H Curriculum that focuses on 4-H’s three primary 

mission mandates: science, healthy living, and citizenship. From Wind Power to Workforce 

Readiness, youth activity guides are filled with engaging experiences that cultivate the skills that 

youth need for everyday living as they gain knowledge about subjects that interest them. 

 

These activity guides are used in schools in the State of Kansas as Project-Based lessons; these 

units are research-based and provide meaningful activities for students to explore the world 

around them. They will align with NGSS standards, Kansas History-Government standards, 

KCCRS in both Mathematics and English Language Arts.  

 

 

Examples of Units that Align with ACCHS Pathway Courses: 

 

Comprehensive Agriculture Pathway: Beef, Dairy, Electric, Entomology, Forestry, Goats, 

Horse, Plant Science, Poultry, Rabbits, Sheep, Small Engines, Space Tech, Swine, Career 

Exploration 

Business Finance Pathway: Family Studies, Financial Champions, Career Exploration  

Health Science Pathway: Food and Nutrition, Health and Wellness: First Aid, Career 

Exploration 

 

Costs: 

 

Unit workbooks are $5.50 a copy, which can be copied at the district office, and $5.50 for a 

teacher’s manual. Additional supplies will range depending on the units/activities selected. 

Several supplementary activities are free by loan of the Kansas State Extension Agency.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Units: 

Citizenship 

Citizenship is acting with informed concern for self and others. Life skills from the foundation 

upon which rests the relationship and individual has, beginning with self then extending to other 

groups- family, peers, community, state, nation and world. The relationships take place in the 

economic, political, social and physical environments. 

 

Activities: 

Me, My Family and Friends 

My Neighborhood 

My Clubs and Groups 

 

Electric 

Learning activities focus on these major concepts: Tools and Supplies, Circuits and Diagrams, 

Conductors and Insulators, Measuring Energy, Energy Use and Conservation, Switches, Safety, 

Magnetism, Electronics, and Transistors. 

 

Activities: 

Magic of Electricity 

 

Entomology 

Youth use hands-on activities to learn valuable life skills through insects found in the soil, on 

plants, in homes, on pets and in other secret places.  

 

Activities: 

Creepy Crawlies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Family Studies 

Youth will discover that a healthy family life depends on the use of skills, not chance; develop 

communication skills and build a habit of honest, equitable discussion and negotiation; raise 

awareness of issues and behaviors that may threaten family well-being; and help students prepare 

for future careers, child development, marriage, parenting, and family life. 

 

Activities: 

Consumer Savvy-The Consumer in Me 

Kids on the Grow- Growing on My Own 

 

Food and Nutrition 

These materials will help youth make healthy food choices in preparing, storing, and eating low-

fat foods. Members will also learn how much and what kind of food their body needs, nutrition 

and fitness, food science, wise shopping and food safety.  

 

Activities: 

Microwave Magic-Bag of Tricks 

Microwave Magic- Micro Magicians  

 

Forestry 

Youth will explore different types of tress and tree parts, characteristics of different forests and 

what they need to thrive, plus the products people get from trees and forests. Youth will 

investigate forest change, learn about forest health concerns and discover the health benefits trees 

have for people. Youth will examine and distinguish different types of trees, look at the global 

impact of forests, and learn how to care for trees and conserve forests.  

 

Activities: 

Follow the Path 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Health and Wellness 

The Health and Wellness project can focus on physical activity, healthy eating and exercise or 

recreation, sports and first aid.  

 

Activities: 

Keeping Fit and Healthy- First Aid in Action  

 

 

Plant Science 

Learning activities focus on these major concepts: Conservation, Crop production and marketing, 

Exhibit and judging event, Grain Science, Pest control and IPM, Photosynthesis, Plant breeding, 

Seed germination, Power Equipment, Soils, Plant parts, and Plant growth and propagation. 

 

Activities: 

Gardening: Let Them Sprout 

 

 

Self-Determined 

Create a project bet developing the what, why, when, where, who and how into an action plan. 

 

Activities: 

Financial Champions: Money FUNDamentals  

 

 

Small Engines 

Learning activities focus on these major concepts: Parts, Tolls, Power Sources, Maintenance, 

Safety, Trouble Shooting, Repairs, and Starting a Business. 

 

Activities: 

Crank It Up 

 

Space Tech 

Learning activities focus on these major concepts: Rockets, Flight, Careers, Navigation, 

Astronomy, Exploring Outer Space, Hot Air Balloons, Kites, Airplanes, and Robotics.  

 

Activities: 

Pre-Flight 
 


