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 Today, the legislature finds itself in a situation where the earlier set “Drop Dead” 

day of the session may have to be extended into this weekend as the House and Senate 

appear to be at loggerheads over the amount of new funds that need to be included in 

the school finance bill to meet the court’s directive.  “Drop Dead” day is the day set out 

in the joint rules after which no bills will be considered except bills vetoed by governor, 

omnibus appropriations act and omnibus reconciliations spending limit bill.  The 

legislature can always change its self-imposed rules.  Two issues dominate the session 

now: House Concurrent Resolution 5029, the constitutional amendment that would give 

the legislature sole discretion to set the amount of funding for schools, and the school 

finance bill that is now in two forms.  House Concurrent Resolution 5029 underwent a 

four-hour long hearing in the House Judiciary Committee on Tuesday.  In spite of 

leadership waiting until the last minute to introduce the proposal and not giving notice 

to the public of the hearing until Monday (similar to how the block grant bill was 

handled), there was a great response in opposition to the HCR and in support of the 

education community.  SQE offered opposition testimony as we are greatly concerned 

that legislators who support rural schools will be outnumbered in future legislatures if 

the current constitutional protection is eliminated.  The resolution was amended and then 

passed out of committee on a 10-8 vote.  It is on the House calendar and may be 

considered at any time.  It would need a two-thirds (84) vote to pass the House. 

 House Bill 2445 that phases in $533 million over five years and Senate Bill 423 

that phases in $275 million encapsulate the school finance debate.  While both bills 

address several policy concerns in different ways, the crux of the debate is the amount of 

money needed to satisfy the court.   The House and Senate are set to conference on Senate 

Substitute for House Bill 2186, a bill left over from last year that will be used to reconcile 

their differences.  The Governor has endorsed the amount of funding contained in the 

House bill.  Earlier this week the Senate laid down an ultimatum to the House when 

President Wagle and Majority Leader Denning stated that they would not take up their 

school finance bill until the House passed a constitutional amendment giving the 

legislature sole authority over school funding.   Senate leadership relented yesterday and 



passed Senate Bill 423 with the minimum 21 votes needed after a call of the Senate forced 

all senators to vote.  Most believe the amount in the Senate bill will not pass court muster.  

There is a small window this morning for the Senate to reconsider its action after the 

Senate goes in at 10:00.  The House convenes at 1:30. Please make every effort to contact 

your senator before 10:00 and urge them to reconsider their action on Senate Bill 423 and 

amend it to provide at least the amount of funding provided in House Bill 2445.   

  I plan to provide a later update of the actions taken on the constitutional 

amendment and school finance after the legislature adjourns for their break.  We have an 

interesting day and possible long weekend ahead of us. 

  Again, continue your efforts to keep your legislators informed. 

 Thank you for your work 

 

 


