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 Those attending the State Board of Education meeting last Friday found 

themselves in a rare standing room only audience as they watched the Board demonstrate 

its continuing support of Deputy Commissioner, Dale Dennis.  The audience was filled 

with superintendents (some traveling great distances on short notice), legislators, and 

many others.  Board members spoke of the outpouring of support that they had received, 

including a joint letter from former Governors Hayden, Sebelius, Graves and Carlin, and 

another letter signed by almost half of the members of the Kansas legislature.  The board 

action was in response to a letter sent by Senate President Susan Wagle and House 

Speaker Ron Ryckman, Jr. that asked Dale to be suspended pending a forensic audit of 

the agency.  Commissioner Watson, the person responsible for personnel decisions, 

sought the board’s input.  The Board was clear in their support of Dale.  Thanks go out 

to you and everyone else for your efforts on Dale’s behalf. 

The highlight of this week’s activity was the inauguration of Jeff Colyer as Kansas’ 

47th Governor to succeed Governor Brownback after his resignation when finally 

confirmed by the Senate as Trump’s ambassador-at-large for international religious 

freedom.  This gives Colyer a rare opportunity, not given to the many other candidates 

running for Governor, to demonstrate that he has the leadership skills he professes as he 

seeks to fulfill his promise of a “New Day in Kansas.”  While legislators seem to be unsure 

of what to expect in new policies, they do anticipate a needed fresh start with the 

executive branch, and hope that there is a genuine willingness to work together as 

evidenced by early meetings with both the Republican and Democratic legislative 

leadership.  Colyer is also expected to announce many staff changes that will signal his 

direction and approach through the individuals that he appoints to these key positions.  

Governor Colyer is set to address a joint session next Wednesday afternoon where 

legislators hope to hear more specifics.   The one overriding issue, school finance, that 

affects all of us, can no doubt be best served with this new approach.  Colyer appears not 

to have rejected the idea of providing an additional $600 million in school funding that 

was included in Brownback’s budget recommendations.  Colyer has stated that: “I will 

not be responsible for shutting down Kansas government or our schools.”  Several feel 



that many of the budget recommendations contained in Brownback’s budget are really 

Colyer’s because he was expected to assume the Governorship prior to the beginning of 

the legislative session and Governor Brownback had admitted that Colyer was working 

on the budget.  Colyer was also very visible prior to the session by showing up at schools 

throughout the state, such as the time he spoke with educators in the Hays area about 

initiatives to help K-12 students with learning disabilities and mental health challenges. 

If ever there was a strategic time for leadership at the statehouse, it is now.  The 

rancor caused by the Wagle-Ryckman letter seems not to have dissipated, particularly in 

light of new attempts to keep the transportation issue in the spotlight, such as the letter 

sent by Senator Denning to the State Department of Education seeking repayment from 

school districts of the alleged overpayments of transportation aid without any discussion 

of where the districts are to obtain these funds.  Our kids still need to get to school.  

Legislative Post Audit confirmed that these districts were not profiting from the alleged 

overpayment and were in fact incurring costs in excess of their reimbursement.    LPA 

stated that the additional help was justified.  Some would argue that if school districts 

should be made to repay these transportation funds, then perhaps the legislature should 

pay what the statutes require.  Special Education is but one example.  The state’s current 

funding at the 79.3% level falls $69.5 million short of the statutory 92.0% requirement.  

Depending upon how you decide to calculate it, the shortfall in other areas could add 

into the hundreds of millions of dollars.  We are better served by moving on and working 

together to deal with the major issue of school funding, rather than to waste valuable 

legislative time with a distraction focused on a school district payback issue.  It is 

important to note that even the supreme court in the current Gannon case denied the 

plaintiff’s initial requests for the retroactive payment of funds that the legislature should 

have been making.  

In the meantime, there appears to be little action taking place in the legislature to 

formulate its response to the supreme court.  We are barely 26 days away from March 1st, 

the date the state’s attorney said they needed a bill passed so that they could adequately 

brief it for presentation to the court.  House Bill 2445, prefiled on January 5th, would 

address all equity issues raised by the court, in addition to the transportation question 

raised by the LPA audit, but this bill has not yet been scheduled for an initial hearing.  

Many feel that the legislature is not taking advantage of this time frame to “show its 

work” on how it will address the concerns raised by the court and worry that, just like 



last year, several items may at a late hour be put into the legislation that were not fully 

vetted.  The adequacy issue, currently tied to a cost study the legislature is to receive on 

March 15th , in particular, will have little time left for the legislature to fully vet.   

 Yesterday the Kansas Department of Revenue issued what would normally be 

great news when it reported that January tax collections were $163.6 million above 

estimates; however, the excitement quickly dissipates because the increase appears to be 

an illusory number.  KDOR quickly pointed out that the increase was due to the recent 

federal tax law changes that spurred earlier payment of state taxes.  The remaining 

months are expected to fall short of their original estimates.  

 This session continues to follow a pattern of slow committee activity when 

compared to prior sessions.  Meetings this week were again, mainly tied to receiving 

reports.  The House Education Committee held hearings on two bills.  Only one, House 

Bill 2540, was controversial.  This proposal would have given a school district the 

discretion to allow home schooled students residing within the district, under certain 

circumstances, to participate in any activities regulated by the Kansas State High School 

Activities Association.  As expected, it was supported by the Family Policy Alliance of 

Kansas and others who home school for benefits they see if their children could 

participate in these types of activities.  It was opposed by the KSHSAA, KASB, USA 

Kansas and others for various reasons, primarily related to accountability and fairness.  

Students who attend accredited public and private schools that are members of KSHSAA 

have to earn their eligibility and participation privileges by meeting their school’s 

enrollment, attendance, good conduct and scholarship rule requirements.  Similar 

proposals emerge every few years in the legislature. 

 Next week’s agenda continues to be slow paced and comprised mostly of 

informational presentations.  Please continue your contacts with your legislators.   

New Bills of Interest 

 

Senate Bill 357 – Extends from January 15, 2018, until January 15, 2019, the deadline for 

the state department of education to prepare a report on the cost of career technical 

education programs offered by school districts. 

House Bill 2561 – Amends the transportation weighting to clarify how the curve of best 

fit is to be adjusted to follow the current methodology of calculating transportation aid.  



This is the same provision contained in House Bill 2445 that addresses the transportation 

weighting.  The equity provisions of that bill are not included in this one. 

House Bill 2602 - On or before July 1, 2019, the state board of education shall develop 

rules and regulations for the appropriate screening of students for dyslexia and related 

disorders.  School districts are mandated beginning in school year 2019-2020 to begin the 

screenings.  Students diagnosed with dyslexia may request an IEP evaluation provided 

that it is accompanied by a written statement from a licensed physician, psychologist or 

psychiatrist confirming the diagnosis. 

 

Schedule for the Week of February 5th – February 9th 

(Changes often without advance notice)  

Monday, February 5th  

 House Energy, Utilities and Telecommunications Committee - 

Hearing on: HB 2563 — Requiring broadband providers to contribute to 

the Kansas universal service fund and authorizing disbursements from 

such fund to promote broadband development. 

 House K-12 Education Budget Committee - 

  Accept Reports from Kansas K-12 Education Task Force on: Procurement 

                        and Health Insurance Recommendations.  

Briefing by staff on: Kansas Department of Education Budget, John Hess, 

Legislative Research Department. 

 

Tuesday, February 6th 

 Senate Education Committee – 

Presentation on:  

Out of State Student Report: Dale Dennis, Deputy Commissioner, 

Kansas State Department of Education  

Kansas Reading Roadmap (KRR): Overview and Update, Andrew 

Hysell, Executive Director  

Update on:  

Kansas School for the Deaf and Kansas School for the Blind 

 

 House Federal and State Affairs Committee 

Hearing on: HB 2460 — Firearm safety education programs in public 



 schools.  

 

Wednesday, February 7th 

 Senate Education Committee – 

Presentation on:  

Community Colleges: Funds Paid to USDs, Linda Fund, Executive 

Director, KACCT 

Update on:  

Independent Colleges: Matt Lindsey, President, KICA 

   

Thursday, February 8th 

 Senate Ethics, Elections and Local Government – 

Hearing on: SB 325 — City, school district, other municipal elected 

officials; date for assuming office following election. 

Senate Education Committee –  

Hearing on: SB 333 — Amendments to the Jason Flatt act; relating to 

suicide awareness and prevention training. 

 House K-12 Education Budget – 

Briefing by staff on: The Review of School District Bonding Authority as 

Contained in SB 19 

House Education Committee – 

Hearing on: HB 2541 — Amendments to the Kansas National Guard 

educational assistance act. 

 HB 2578 — Concerning school districts; relating to publication of bullying 

polices. 

Friday, February 9th 

   

 No hearings of specific education interest scheduled at this time. 


