
  
 
 

 
PART B: COVID-19 Impact  

Impact of COVID-19 

The participating districts primarily served students on campus last year using cohort groups, 
social distancing, and masks to mitigate the risk of infection for those being served in person.  
They also maintained a remote option for instruction for those students who elected not to 
attend in person, or were quarantined due to close contact or a positive test.  The number of 
cases in Jefferson County as of 8/6/21 was 1877, an increase of 33 from the previous week.  
There have been 892 hospitalizations and 40 deaths since the date referenced above. Testing 
data indicates a total of 28 variants detected.  Vaccination rates in Jefferson County for eligible 
people (12 y/o or above) is 49%, and 42% of the entire population.  Therefore, over half of the 
participating district’s communities remain at risk for acquiring COVID and/or transferring it to 
students and staff who have not been vaccinated in the school buildings targeted with this 
grant. 

 

7. There were periodic remote experiences for students last year.  In families in which the 
caregiver had to work outside of the home, many of the students did not have adult 
supervision during quarantine sessions.  In addition, many high school students were left at 
home to not only do the school work remotely, but they were also tasked with caring for 
younger siblings.  It is well documented remote learning is more challenging in rural 
communities where “only 39.8% of the 196 rural districts in Kansas have high levels of 
connectivity, and many have low or very low levels.”  In addition, in the member districts 
there are approximately 850 students with disabilities and anecdotal data suggests that 
students with disabilities were more likely to experience periods of quarantine as they were 
exposed to more services providers in a typical day.  The larger the number of people 
students were required to interact with daily the more likely they would be a close contact 
with someone who required quarantine due to close contact.  Those important interactions 
include related service providers, speech pathologists, occupational therapists, social 
workers, school psychologists, and physical therapists whose work takes them to multiple 
buildings.  So, a subgroup of the most vulnerable students was at an increased risk for 
quarantine due to the complexity of the services they receive.   
 



  
 
8. Community Outreach and Communication: It is imperative that there is strong and clear 

communication links between the district, the schools, the local health departments and 
the community to ensure maximum participation and comfort with any strategy that is 
developed. In the section below please provide information to the following questions so 
that the KDHE team can assist in making sure any strategies developed for the safety of 
students and staff for the school year are well received.  

 
a. Please answer the following questions to describe your communication situation for 

the 20-21 year as well as plans to improve communications for the 21-22 school 
year: (Short text response) 

i. What were your plans last year?  As noted above, last year all member 
districts required masks, social distancing, cohort groups, handwashing, and 
periodic quarantine following the guidelines of the CDC, KDHE, and the 
Jefferson County Health Department. The communication among agency 
stakeholders was outstanding. A minimum of weekly updates, frequent 
personal phone calls between school leadership and the health department 
personnel when guidance was needed.      

ii. How were they received?  Students understood the imposed protocol and 
consistently complied with the expectations.  A few community stakeholders 
voiced opposition through local board meetings to mask mandates, but 
overall, the protocol was accepted and enforced until the vaccine was 
available and all eligible people had the opportunity to become vaccinated.    

iii. What is the feeling on covid mitigation in your community?  Regardless of 
individual political positioning, everyone in the community wants the COVID 
pandemic to end.  Not everyone agrees that masks/vaccines are a means to 
achieve that end, and the vast majority of the population has mask and 
handwashing fatigue.  That said, testing people as an option to stay in school 
and reduce the number of disruptions is an opportunity to introduce a new 
strategy that may energize school patrons to continue to participate in the 
solution.  Community members will be well informed of the district’s 
strategies and the testing protocols proposed in this application.  Ease of 
access and the ability to conduct these tests on site will be very well received 
by those who opt-in.    

iv. What was your relationship with your local health department last year?  Will 
you focus on developing that relationship in order to develop strong 
strategies for mitigation as well as create solidarity of covid messaging in the 
community?  As referenced throughout this application the communication 



  
 

and collaboration among the districts and with the Jefferson County Health 
Department was outstanding!  All stakeholders are extremely please with the 
information regarding the pandemic that was received regularly and the 
timeliness of responses and guidance provided during exposures that arose 
throughout the year.  Several of the districts hosted local vaccine clinics in 
partnership with the Health Department to help ensure that all community 
members, particularly those at high risk, had the opportunity to become 
vaccinated.  There is a commitment from the Health Department to continue 
that support in the coming year and to fully support this application.     

v. Have you hosted, or do you plan on hosting informational sessions to 
communicate testing and covid mitigation strategies for the upcoming year?  
By all means, each district would be happy to work with JCHD to make sure a 
consistent and timely message is available in all communities.   

vi. Did you or will you host forums to gain feedback and insight from your 
community on testing and covid mitigation strategies for the upcoming year?  
We are happy to do this but as of yet the feedback has been done through 
local board meetings and by those who have shared opinions regarding 
masking and other mitigation strategies.   

vii. Do you plan to utilize infographics/community outreach/push notifications to 
gain buy in or increase participation in testing and covid mitigation strategies 
for the upcoming year?  Yes, we look forward to receiving promotional 
products through the grant and by working with JCHD to make sure these 
messages reach the intended audience in a number of different ways.   

 

  


