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1. Compliance areas are assuredly addressed.
ARC Comment

Per KSDE the system has fulfilled all applicable requirements and deadlines for compliance.

2. Foundational areas are generally addressed.
ARC Comment

Tiered Framework of Supports - 
Unhappy with their data, the system began a partnership with TASN at both the elementary and 
secondary levels to develop a more robust MTSS process. New curricula were identified and 
implemented as well as additional interventionist being hired. 

Family, Business, and Community Partnerships - 
The system continues to implement practices that integrate all stakeholders (parents, businesses, and 
the community).

Diversity, Equity, and Access - 
Despite the lack of large diversity within the schools, the district has shown that the needs of all groups 
have been represented in the improvement process. The culture of the system and schools is aligned 
with the vision and evident in the improvement process. 

Communication and Basic Skills - 
Needs Analysis and Goals - 
USD 377 has shown evidence that the curricula supports structures in communication and basic skills 
are ongoing. 

Civic and Social Engagement - 
USD 377 has shown evidence that the curricula supports structures in Civic and Social engagement. The 
system utilizes several service opportunities to give back to the community and annually celebrate its 
member’s commitment to the Armed Forces.

Physical and Mental Health - 
Curriculums in place are PATHS for elementary and Lions Quest for grades 7-12. The system is working 
with TASN to execute the Fastbridge SAEBRS (BSEL) assessment and analyze data accordingly. 

Arts and Cultural Appreciation - 
USD 377 has shown evidence that the curricula supports structures in arts and cultural appreciation 
including opportunities for choir, band, and art. Cultural appreciation exploration through curriculum 
occurs at both levels of ES and JH. French I & II added in 2020-2021. 

Executive Summary/AFI



Postsecondary and Career Preparation - 
The district’s post-secondary effectiveness rate has decreased, throughout the course of the five-year 
cycle. Although the lack of enrollment and/or return to post-secondary schooling dropped in 2020-
2021 as a result of the pandemic, the system acknowledges that work must be done to address this.

3. Evidence is generally documented that Goal 1 (N/A) activities and strategies were 
identified, implemented and produced reasonable results.
ARC Comment

Goal: USD 377 will develop systematic processes for evaluating and updating the curriculum
as well as develop instructional strategies based on the science of reading to
ensure systemic growth and increased student achievement in reading. Student
achievement will be measured by those meeting benchmarks for the grade level(s)
on the Kansas State Assessment. Our goal is to increase the percentage of
students in levels 3/4 on the Kansas State Reading Assessment for each grade
level. 

The system's data is inconclusive as to the level of success of measures put into place. It should be 
noted: Both Goals and implemented practices were changed in year four.

Comment More Clear Goal
Rationale Remove the wordiness and get to the point. Specifically, what are you 

focused on? It feels like there are multiple measures occurring within 
this one goal with the bottom line of improving reading scores.

Tasks Just revise this goal to be more concise and specific.
Timeline 01-01-2023
System Response Thank you for consideration of our appeal. Please see the appeal 

artifact titled Background and then the Artifact titled AFI 3: Goal ONE

Areas For Improvement

4. Evidence is not documented that Goal 2 (N/A) activities and strategies were identified, 
implemented and produced reasonable results.
ARC Comment

USD 377 will systematically interpret data to identify individual student needs to
ensure growth and close the achievement gap in reading for all students. MultiTiered Systems of 
Support will be used to increase individual student learning. This
will be measured by those meeting benchmarks for the grade level(s). ) Our goal is
to decrease the number of students needing Tier 2 and Tier 3 instruction in
Reading 

Again, with year four changes not enough time has been allowed to determine the success of the 
initiatives.

Comment New Goal
Rationale This goal is practically the same as Goal 1 (Reading).
Tasks A second goal needs to be written separately from Goal 1. They 

cannot be both about improving reading scores. Perhaps, review the 
Needs Assessment and determine a data point to focus on for this 

Areas For Improvement



school year.
Timeline 01-01-2023
System Response Thank you for consideration of our appeal. Please see the appeal 

artifact titled Background and then the Artifact titled AFI 4: Goal 2

5. Evidence is not documented that policies, procedures, and regulations guiding the 
system for the purpose of long term sustainability have been created and or updated.
ARC Comment

The system is utilizing ESSER funds to support
the intervention positions and sees the value in the program. When ESSER funds
expire, it is assumed they will allocate funds to continue funding the teaching
positions but this was never stated in their documentation.

Comment State specific policies, procedures, or regulations developed.
Rationale Accreditation requires these as a part of the process but they are not 

specifically mentioned.
Tasks Include policies, procedures, and regulations enacted.
Timeline 01-01-2023
System Response Thank you for consideration of our appeal. Please see the appeal 

artifact titled Background and then the Artifact titled AFI 5: Policies, 
Procedures and Regulations guiding the System for the Purpose of 
Long Term Sustainability.

Areas For Improvement

6. The evidence submitted to the Accreditation Review Council indicates the system does 
generally demonstrate significant gains in meeting the expectations of the Kansas 
Vision for Education and State Board Outcomes.
ARC Comment

Some gains are present. The downward trend in post-secondary success is a concern.

Board Outcomes



Social-Emotional Growth USD 337 has increased their efforts to support students in the 
course of this 5 year
cycle by hiring an SRO officer, Social Worker, and therapist to 
support students.
When the cycle began instruction on social and emotional 
learning was not
intentional nor was it evidence based. Throughout the course of 
the cycle the
adoption of Lions Quest 7-12 was embedded as well as SAEBRS. 
The district has
also begun monitoring attendance, course grades, office 
referrals, and reviewing
the results to help determine interventions. Updated KCTC and 
SAEBRS data will
be beneficial to analyze for a more accurate picture of current 
Social-Emotional
Growth.

Kindergarten Readiness Throughout the KESA cycle, U.S.D. 377 began utilizing and 
participating in the
norming process with FastBridge to screen Pre-k students, they 
have implemented
the ASQ requirements, and provided access to TIny K and a 
sped 3 year old
program. The 4 yr old preschool has increased in enrollment 
from only offering 1
section in 2018 to being close to capacity in 2 sections in 2021-
2022. 

Individual Plans of Study The system begins implementation of IPS during the 7th grade 
year and reports
using Xello. All students have an IPS by the end of 8th grade 
and must present
their plan to parents/guardians at conferences. The IPS is 
reviewed by the student,
advisor, and counselor to make any modifications necessary and 
are stored on
Google Drive for both student and staff access throughout the 
year. This year USD
377 has 21 students taking CTE courses through Highland 
Community College.

High School Graduation Rate The USD 377 Graduation rate was 69.6% in 2017. This is well 
below where the
district has traditionally been, which had been between 
80%-90%. Some changes
in how the written board policy has been enforced and 
implemented led to a
better prepared graduate. The reported 2020 Graduation Rate 
was 95.5% and the
5 year average is 84.6% according to the accountability report.



Postsecondary Success Overall, the system has seen a decline in postsecondary success 
as defined per
KSDE. Local technical colleges and postsecondary programs saw 
a decrease in
returning enrollees post pandemic. 

7. System stakeholders relevant to each part of the KESA process were generally involved 
during the accreditation cycle.
ARC Comment

Updates were shared with district and building level SITE councils, as well as with the
Board of Education and targeted parent groups.

8. System leadership was generally responsive to the Outside Visitation Team throughout 
the accreditation cycle.
ARC Comment

USD 377 reached out to TASN for guidance in adopting a very rigorous and
embedded MTSS process that continues to develop and move forward.

9. The system has generally followed the KESA process with an expected level of fidelity.
ARC Comment

Although the responsibility of implementation is evident at the building level, it would
be beneficial to involve more staff/stakeholders in the KESA process to ensure
shared ownership.

ARC Recommendation
The Accreditation Review Council recommended a status of Conditionally Accredited for this 
system based on the following justification.
Justification

- The Goal areas needs to be addressed. Both goals address reading scores (which did show improvement) but the 
requirement is two goals. 
- Any Policies & Procedures developed and enacted during the cycle need to be discussed.

Strengths
The system report is well written and the system has clearly worked to improve during the process. They appear to 
have been implementing the KESA process with fidelity.  

Challenges
The OVT report lacked detail. We relied heavily on the system report for this summary. Specifics from OVT visits need 
to be shared as a part of that report with an eye to the specific items for accreditation. 



System Appeal
The system chose to appeal the initial ARC Recommendation based on the following 
summary.
Appeal Summary

USD 377 believes that the ARC did not get a good representation of the work that was conducted during the KESA 
cycle. USD 377 believes that the documentation that is being provided will provide insight into the work that was and 
continues to be done for our students.  Thank you for consideration of our appeal.

The Accreditation Review Council recommended a final status of Accredited for this system based on the following 
justification.

Justification
The additional information provided by this system, together with the adjustments made and actions taken, 
established a much clearer picture of the growth of this organization and the student improvement due to the actions 
they have undertaken.

Final Recommendation


