
ACCHS SCHOLAR’S BOWL TEAM CAPTURES 2015 
BIG 7 CHAMPIONSHIP 

Congratulations to the ACCHS Varsity Scholar’s Bowl team and Coach English for captur-
ing their first-ever Big 7 Championship.  On Monday, January 12th, Atchison County Com-
munity High School hosted the Big 7 League meet for Scholars' Bowl.  In attendance were 
teams from ACCHS, Hiawatha, Holton, Jeff West, Nemaha Central, Perry-Lecompton, Sabetha, 
and Riverside.  In a round robin format of 7 rounds, these teams faced off against each other 
in traditional Scholars' Bowl format.  Each team has 5 members that face off against the oth-
er team with buzzers to get the chance to be the first to answer questions in categories that 
include Social Studies, Language Arts, Math, Science, Fine Arts, and Year-in-Review.   
 
Early in round play, ACCHS lost a key round to Hiawatha.  Sabetha and Hiawatha were un-
beaten going into the 5th round.  In an important round between ACCHS and Sabetha, AC-
CHS was able to get a win and even the odds, as Hiawatha had also lost.  As the final rounds 
were played, ACCHS was able to win out the rest of the rounds and end in a tie with Sabetha 
for first place, having won 6 and losing only 1.  Since ACCHS had beaten Sabetha in the head-
to-head, they were able to claim the first ever Big 7 title for Atchison County.   
 
Team captain, Kendra Rodecap, lead her teammates, Jessica Cluck, Samantha Harden, Jeremy 
Lutz, and Matie Meeks, in an impressive series of rounds to take the title.  Members of the JV 
and Freshman squads worked in the rooms and helped the tournament to be a success.  They 
included Jessica Holle, Kolten Coy, Maddison Felton, Spencer McNerny, Michael Moeck, Cam-
eron Cooper, and Kasey Timmons.  ACCHS Scholars' Bowl alumni Conner Hulett and Presley 
Rodecap returned to help moderate the rounds.   
 
While Mr. English, the Scholars' Bowl coach, was not able to be in the rooms with the stu-
dents, as he was tabulating results and facilitating the tournament, he was confident that 
this talented group of students would be able to have success throughout.  "These students 
come in at 7:00 in the morning, twice a week to practice.  They stay after school for 2 hours 
at a time to prepare for these meets.  They've memorized countless facts and figures and 
continue to be model students.  They are amazing students to work with and have enormous 
heart and desire to be the best they can be.  They certainly have deserved the trophy at the 
end of this battle and are still hungry for a chance at a trip to the state tournament." 
~Coach English~ 
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JHBBB (H) Hia. 

4:30pm                             

FFA Meat Judging @ 

Easton                      

BOE Mtg. 6:30pm 

HSBB (H) Sabetha 

4:30pm (FR/JV/V) 

JHBBB @ JW 4:30pm 

HSWR Dbl Dual @ 

Sabetha 5:30pm         

FRBB (H) Patton 4pm 

King & Queen of 

Courts Coronation    

HSBB (H) JW 

4:30pm (FR/JV/V)  

Elem PTO Mtg. 

6:30pm 

HSBB @ Riverside 

4:30pm (FR/JV/V)            

K-3 Spring Music 

Program 7pm 

HS State Scholars 

Bowl 9am                 

HSWR Big 7 Trn @ 

Sabetha 9am           

Winter Formal 

Dance 8:30pm

No Classes                      

Presidents Day                        

JHBBB @ Perry 

4:30pm 

JHBBB (H) Riverside 

4:30pm 

FR BB (H) PR 4:30pm 

(Elem Gym)                   

JHBBB (H) Holton 

4:30pm                        

Parents Night 

6th Grade Starbase  

AfterProm Mtg. @ 

JSH Library 7pm 

Regional Piano                        

FR GBB Trn @ PR 

9am                          

Eff. Kids WR Club 

Trn. @ JSH Gym 

3A Regional WR 

10:30am                

State Piano 

3A Regional WR 

2pm                       

HSBB (H) Hia. 

4:30pm (FR/JV/V) 

State WR Trn. @ 

Hays 9am 

JH Scholars Bowl @ 

Santa Fe Trail 4pm   

HSBB @ Nemaha 

4:30pm (FR/JV/V) 

HS Rgnl Scholars 

Bowl 4pm                             

JHBBB @ Sabetha 

4pm 

HSBB @ Holton 

4:30pm (FR/JV/V) 

State WR Trn. @ 

Hays 9am 

6th Grade Starbase 

JHBBB (H) RV 

4:30pm 

HSBB (H) RV 

4:30pm (FR/JV/V)    

Taco Salad & Des-

sert Meal 

JH Sports Pictures                  

Booster Club @ JSH 

Library 6pm 

6th Grade Starbase  

KU Honors Prgm 

6:30pm                    

Graduation                   

Delivery 11:15am 
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BOE News and Highlights 

The USD 377 Board of Education met in   reg-

ular session on Monday, January 12 at 

6:30pm at the Board of Education Office.              

Board of Education Appreciation Month—

Mr. Wiseman recognized the Board for their 
leadership in public education and continu-

ing service to the children of our community. 

Consent Agenda:                                              

*Approved minutes from 12/8/14.                    
*Approved Treasurer’s Report, Activity Re-

ports, Bills & Claims.                                   

*Accepted gifts & grants as presented.                  

Action Items:                                                            
*Mr. Wiseman and Dan Coder walked the 

board through each item on the deferred 

maintenance and Capital Projects list. The 

Board directed Mr. Wiseman and Mr. Coder 
to bid out the high priority items and to in-

clude exterior lighting upgrade at the JSH.     

*The board took separate action on the re-

tirement notification from Debra Forbes and 
Clayton Lucas. The board regretfully accept-

ed the retirement notification from Mrs. 

Forbes and Mrs. Lucas, effective at the end of 

the school year. Individual board member all 

Please go to 
usd377.org for 

monthly     
Breakfast and 
Lunch Menus! 

expressed their appreciation for the many 

years of outstanding service each has given 

to the district and USD 377 students.            
*Reassign Mary Olmstead to SPED Route #2, 

salary to remain the same.                                  

*Transfer Mandy Holle to SPED Route #2 

from SPED Route #1.                                       
*Extend a SPED Transportation Aide con-

tract to Ashley Flory to cover SPED Route #1.             

*Increase substitute aide pay from $7.50 to 

$8.25.                                                         
*Approved Jennifer Dobb’s transfer request 

to 3rd grade classroom teacher for the 2015

-16 school year.                                                  

*Approved Resolution 01122014-A Destruc-
tion of Records.                                                       

*Approved student trips as presented.                   

*Approved Soundmaster Out-of-State trip.       

*Accepted the resignation of Brian Handke 
as Board Treasurer and extended a Treasur-

er’s contract to Steve Caplinger to take over 

as the new Board Treasurer.                                                     

The next board of education meeting will be 
held on February 9 in the Board Office at 

6:30pm.                                                                
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Fourth Grade News 

We are back at it in Fourth Grade with the 

old year coming to an end and a new year 

beginning! The students didn’t skip a beat 
coming back, getting right to work and mak-

ing themselves the best students they can be.          

In English Language Arts we are continuing 

with our stories in StoryTown. The students 
have been doing an excellent job learning 

new vocabulary words each week and apply-

ing them anywhere they can! Our theme for 

the next 5 weeks is “Imagination at Work.” 
We can’t wait to see our own student’s imagi-

nations at work as they read these stories, 

learn from other people’s successes and fail-

ures, and express through various methods 
their own experiences.                                      

In Science we have been working on review-

ing the states of matter and the properties of 

matter. Instead of droning on and on about 
these two topics, the students have been do-

ing various projects applying what they 

know about the states and properties of mat-

ter. Over the last couple of weeks, the stu-
dents have created a comic strip that por-

trays the adventure of a gas changing to a 

solid or a solid changing to a gas, they have 

written a short story about 
how Olaf the snowman can 

change from one state to an-

other, and have been practic-

ing a “Matter Rap” that they 
absolutely love! Our next 

topic in science that we will 

be diving into will deal with 

the internal and external 
structures of plants and ani-

mals that help them survive, 

grow, and behave!                                                                 

In Math, we have been working extremely 
hard on mastering our Multiplication skills. 

The students have diligently been working 

on these as we are starting to apply them in 

our division problems as well. One of our 

main focuses in Math this year is having the 

students explain an answer to us by using 

sentences or pictures. They don’t exactly 
love it, but they are getting so much better at 

explaining what an answer means and how 

they got it instead of just providing a num-

ber as an answer. Our next unit that we are 
working up to is fractions. We have some 

really fun activities planned for the kids to 

do so that they can actually see what frac-

tions represent.                                                     
In Social Studies, we are learning about the 5 

different regions of the United States. We are 

currently focusing on the Northeast region 

and the different land features and resources 
that are available there. We have daily dis-

cussions over the lessons and have practiced 

drawing a cross-section diagram. The stu-

dents really liked learning about cranberry 
bogs and how the plants grow in it! Our next 

region we will cover is the Southeast region 

of the United States. 

Fourth graders enjoying the 
new Focusing Kinesthetic Balls!! 
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377 A Look at the History of the Elementary School—The Oldest 
Building in the District (Projects, additions and renovations over time) 

Historical Review of Atchison County Community Elemen-
tary, located at 607 8th Street, Effingham.  The elementary 
building was first opened in 1913 as a high school and ex-
panded in 1929. It underwent two additional expansions, one 
in 1955 and another in 1966. Facility History: 
1913 - Original building constructed 
1929 - South Addition (classrooms and tower) 
1955 - West Addition (cafeteria, classrooms, and gym) 
1965 - North Addition (new metal gymnasium) 
1976 - New Windows (1913 and 1929 sections) 
1981 - West Gym Wall (structural repair, close windows) 
1986 - Remodel 1913 auditorium into library 
1987 - Tuck point and water seal entire building 
1988 - Remodel old library into science and computer class-
rooms 
1989 - Remodel Home Economics into two classrooms 
1990 - Create classroom NW corner of 1st floor 
1991 - Boiler replaced, repaired gym roof, replaced roof over 
auditorium (what is now the library) 
1992 - Resurfaced boys locker room floor, fire escape safety 
glass installed 
1993—Remodeled restrooms ADA compliance 
1994—Resurface flooring in cafeteria, kitchen and entryway 
sealed and asphalt n. of building; resurface locker room floor 
small gym; Tuck-point and water seal entire building; up-
grade to ADA refuge area; new electrical upgrade for com-
puter lab; new intercom system 
1995 - Replace roof on southeast with metal roof; new air 
conditioning old board room area (north section) 
1996—New volleyball netting system; seal and repaint gym 
floor; new air conditioning; new gym lighting system 
1997—New score clocks in gym; replaced n. entry; new 
exterior doors west side small gym; new doors s. exit; roof 
over south main entryway 
1999—Bricked in old water fountains in the gym 
2000—Replaced ceiling tile in lobby and 2nd floor S. hall 
2001—New Carpet rooms 28 & 29  
2002—New lockers for Boys locker room,  replaced roof 
over library, inspect gym roof, installed sink in nurse's office 
2003—Replace Furnace and condenser rm 51, little gym 
locker room floors resurfaced, new carpet in library 
2004—Girls big gym locker room installed new poles and 
shower controls, renovated walls and floor, wrestling room 
locker room resurfaced, 12 new lockers for boys main locker 
room, replaced entry doors, new carpet - principal's office 
and speech pathologist room 
2005—replaced water line that feeds into the school recondi-

tioned roof over small gym and old board office , tuck point 
and water seal building, 12 new lockers boys locker room, 
replaced windows units girls locker, teachers’ lounge and 
boys’ restroom, ADA concrete 
2006—new level I office for security, gym exit doors re-
placed, boiler repaired, steam lines repaired / 2007—boiler 
repaired, replace kitchen electric panel / 2008- -more boiler 
repairs / 2009—two steam heaters replaced, west side con-
crete steps repaired, replaced windows in Building A, more 
boiler repairs completed, tuck point and water seal restora-
tion to building exterior, replaced section of sidewalk and 
landing pad, $140,000 in restroom/classroom renovations / 
2010—installed fencing to complete new playground area, 
replaced old electrical outlets, installed new classroom door, 
new carpet in various rooms, replaced cafeteria ceiling which 
collapsed during the school day, new carpet in fitness room, 
area 51 and building A, boiler repair—gym piping, replaced 
deteriorated sidewalk. / 2011—carpet in library and two 
classrooms, built retaining wall and added sidewalk section 
in front of building, installed door between nurse’s office and 
main office, new electrical circuit to room 13 / 2012—Sealed 
off and filled in window well room 13, replaced soffit 
boards, brick molding and some trim boards along west side 
of building,  replaced stool & flush valve girls locker room, 
repaired steam return line / 2013—Replaced gas pilot assem-
bly on boiler, added fence on north side of building, new 
parking stop signs, new brush motor floor machine, replaced 
gym floor molding, repair Freon leak walk in refrigerator, 
remove and replace ceiling tile west exit hallway, demolition 
of buildings A&B, added playground mulch, repair kit ther-
mostat and seat, installed drain line extension, removed east 
gym floor bleachers, installed new return pump and motor, 
installed new thermostat in wrestling gym and weight room. / 
2014—Repaired steam table café, new dish washer, new cafe 
table, new exit signs as required by fire marshal, replaces 
motor on air conditioner room 13, core sample of roof coat-
ing to assess roof condition, repaired flashing  west side tow-
er wall, replaced hot water heater (water damage), replaced  
AC unit in cafeteria and installed in south window, patched 
roof leak at band room wall, repaired fire panel alarm and 
installed two new horn strobes, repaired elevator, installed 
vent line on hot water heater, new capacitors for gym lights, 
repaired broken water line in basement, repaired steam boiler 
after water pipe burst flooding basement ($50,000), play-
ground mulch, repaired north entry door, installed new water 
lines for drinking fountains after subfloor piping burst. 
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JR/SR High News 

We have returned to the second semester of the 2014-15 
school year a�er a nice and res�ul Christmas Break. We 
were greeted with some pleasant and comfortable days 
that make us think that Spring will be here soon.                      
The district teaching staff traveled to Meriden on Monday, 
January 19th to listen to 2014 Kansas Teacher of the Year, 
Cindy Couchman from Buhler High School address regional 
educators. She addressed the educators with inspira�onal 
words (1) Believe in 
your colleagues; (2) 
Believe in Yourself; 
(3) Believe in your 
students—we must 
prepare our stu-
dents now to be the 
future for us—they 
will be the parents, 
the employees, the 
teachers, the next 
great genera�on. 
She expanded on 
her address by re-
minding educators 
that the adults in our building have more to do with the 
success of students than any other factor. That is a formida-
ble statement!      
We will work this spring to prepare our students to become 
the adults of the future. Are they ready to go to college or 
technical school? To the work world? To the military? Not 
only do we work to teach them academic knowledge, we 
also work to help them find what is right for them. Accord-
ing to Career Builder (jobs.aol.com/ar�cles) there are ten 
“so�” skills that employers are looking for most in the stu-
dents that you are around frequently: 
 *Strong Work Ethic 
 *Dependability/Reliability 
 *Posi�ve A�tude 
 *Self-mo�vated 
 *Team-oriented 
 *Organized, self-managing 
 *Works well under pressure 
 *Effec�ve communica�on 
 *Flexibility 
 *Confidence, self-assured 
Students at the JSH will begin to develop an electronic 
por�olio in prepara�on for Parent Teacher Conferences in 
March. Parents are strongly encouraged to make plans to 
a�end the conference where students will pre-enroll for 
next year, review their career op�ons, and review their 
academic progress, both through grades and assessments. 
These so� skills are forma�ve now in your students. Be a 
part of their developmental process.  
 
Happy Valen�ne’s Day during the month of February. Cele-
brate those whom you love—your family, your friends, your 
spouse, your co-workers—celebrate the �me you have with 
them. 

STRAIGHT “A” HONOR ROLL (4.0) 
Grade 12:  Blair Fowler, Raven Hundley, Kyle Kimmi, and 
Jeremy Lutz. Grade 11:  Mallory Eckert, Amber Kelly, Madi-
son Mar�n, Ma�e Meeks, Elizabeth Miller, Baylee Pi�s, and 
Kendra Rodecap. Grade 10:  Jacob Chalfant, Savannah Co-
horst, Trisha Fassnacht, Madison Hetherington, Ashley Pie-
per, and Jared Wagner.  Grade 9:  Cameron Cooper, Savan-
nah Gann, Erin Hamilton, Hailey McConnaughey, Ash Opal, 
Sara Razo, and Cur�s S�rton. Grade 8:  Jaycee Ernzen, 
Makaea Forbes, Sara Johnson, Jonna McDermed, Lane Scog-
gins.  Grade 7:  Victoria Caplinger, Sarah Kimmi, Jayden 
McNerny, and Graci Postma.   
PRINCIPAL HONOR ROLL (3.99-3.50) 
Grade 12: Colby Baker, Levi Baker, Kara Burton, Courtney 
Coder, Julie�e Corpstein, Taylor Evans, Lauren Frederick, 
Bra�en Forbes, Danielle Fuller, Samantha Harden, Jessica 
Hotham, Colby Housh, Jeanie Hurst, Mikayla Nehl, Rachel 
Newquist, Ka�e Sullivan. Grade 11: Jessica Cluck, Clark Cum-
mings, Michaela Falk, River Gann, Sara Hamilton, Gyluss 
Hutchins, Lucy Kearney, Ashley Kimmi, Kenneth Lowe, Madi-
son Meeks, Jentry Scherer, Emily  Schletzbaum, Rebekah 
Scholz, Patrick Sullivan, Heather Vanderweide.  Grade 10: 
Malia Hawk, Michael Moeck, Kennedy Parnell. Grade 9: 
Lacey Chris�e, Krystal Lassen, Raymond Mar�n, Luke Miller, 
Cole Montgomery, Ka�lyn Nitz, Karlin Parnell, August 
Scholz, Kasey Timmons.  Grade 8: Katelynn  Beien, Shawn 
Boos, Philip Boyce, Branson Brull, Kaelyn Kimmi, James 
McDermed, Nathan Myers, Daisey Norris, John Pantle, Kath-
erine Postman, Shane Rice, Evan Ricke�s. Grade 7: Lacey 
Banks, Caleb Barnes, Cheyenne Brown, Brayden Brull, Ryan 
Eagle, Wya� Fassnacht, Annie Hall, Marcus Hetherington, 
Holly Horn, Triston Myers, Samantha Post, Colton Scholz, 
Tucker Smith 
TIGER HONOR ROLL (3.499—3.00) 
Grade 12: Logan Bowen, Shailey Caudle, Alexis Coder, Lillie 
Holtgrave, Hannah Hundley, Dana Noll, Jesse Noll, Kara 
Peterson, Sabrina Reynolds, Cassandra Scherer. Grade 11: 
Madison Bissell, Mackenzie Forbes, Maddison Forbes, Keas-
tra Gilliland, Nicholas Hagar, Emily Henderson, Jessica Holle, 
Breana Nitz, James Oswald, Connor Perkins, Alexis Phillips, 
Adrianna Reiff, Samuel Sowers, Dacota Spencer. Grade 10: 
Dylan Birkinsha, Bailey Bu�ron, Kolten Coy, Noah Domann, 
Hannah Eagle, Maddison Felton , Karina Jonhson, Clarissa 
Marsh, Ryder McAlexander , Spencer McNerny, Hunter 
Ostertag, Karl Scholz, Emily Wood. Grade 9: Michael Baker, 
Joel Clem, Wya� Doty, Ty Ellerman, Britney Haynes, Timo-
thy Ralston, Sunnie Stanley, Mamie West. Grade 8: Mer-
cedez Albright, Talen Burge, Aus�n Coder, Aaron Daniels, 
Gracie Goodman, Jacob Hamilton, Logan Kramer, Alyssa 
McCloskey, Alyssa Montgomery, Ma�hew Oswalt, Mark 
Salfrank, Dillon Servaes, Ivan Smith.  Grade 7: Cameron 
Baker, Joseph Banks, Logan Berg, Earl Coder, Aubree Co-
horst, Noah Gregory, Evan Hamilton, Kylia Henning, Gabriel 
Livingston, Levi Navinsky, Jeran Pla�, Ian Postma, Erik Con-
ner Razo, Shelby Scholz, Baylee Snyder, Tony West, Jacob 
Wood.  

ACCJSH 1st SEMESTER HONOR ROLL 



Great things going on at                            
Atchison County Community Schools!! 

Congratulations to all candidates of the A.C.C.H.S. King and Queen of Mats.                             

Back row: Bratten Forbes, King Jacob Handke, Jeremy Lutz                                                    

Front row: Mikayla Nehl, Queen Lauren Fedrick, Lillie Holtgrave 

NONDISCRIMINATION STATEMENT 

The Atchison County Community Schools, USD 
#377, Effingham, Kansas, does not discriminate on 
the basis of race, color, na�onal origin, sex, disa-
bility or age in its programs or ac�vi�es. Anyone 
having ques�ons regarding compliance with Title 
VI, Title IX, Americans With Disability Act or Sec-
�on 504 may contact: Steve Wiseman,  Superin-
tendent of Schools, 306 Main Street, P.O. Box 
289, Effingham, KS 66023-0289 (Title VI, Title IX, 
ADA, and Sec�on 504 Coordinator). 

Some dates and loca�ons to remember: 
Feb. 5—Regional Scholar's Bowl at Rossville 

Feb. 9—377 BOE mee�ng (6:30PM) 
Feb 16—Presidents Day—No School 

Feb 20-21-Regional Wrestling Meet at St. Mary's HS 
Feb 28-29 State Wrestling—Hays, KS 

March 2-7—Sub State Week hosted by Sabetha HS  
Mar 9—No School, teacher in-service day 

Mar 13—end of 3rd quarter 
Mar 16-20—Spring Break  

———————-- 



ACCES Kindergarten &  Pre-

school Screening 

We will be holding kindergarten and 

preschool screening at the Effing-
ham Union Church, 515 Seabury St., 

on April 23rd from 9:00—4:00 and 
April 24th from 8:00-12:00. The entire screening will 

take about an hour per child (30 minutes for preschool 
screening). Please call the Elementary School at (913) 833

-4420 to schedule a time and for more information.   Stu-
dents 5 years old on or before August 31st, 2015 are eli-

gible for kindergarten for the upcoming school year.  
Students must be 4 on or before August 31st, 2015 to be 

eligible for preschool. 
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The next 
Board of               

Education 
Meeting is 

scheduled for 
February 9 at 

6:30 pm. 

SCHOOL CLOSING INFORMATION 

Up to date postings will be made on the front page of 
the USD 377 website. Please be sure to refresh your 

screen in order to get the latest postings. 

Radio Stations                                                                     

KAIR Radio—93.7 FM, 1470 AM                                      
KNZA Radio—104.3 FM                                                        

WIBW Radio—580 AM, 94 Country                                     
KMBZ 980—KXTR 1660—WDAF 106.5                                

KY 99.7—KUDL 98.1—Rock 98.9—610 Sports 

TV Stations                                                                     

KTKA-TV Topeka, Channel 49                                                
WIBW-TV Topeka, Channel 13                                          
KCTV Kansas City, Channel 5                                           
KSNT-TV Topeka, Channel 27 

To get signed up for the email directory that will keep 
you informed of the latest news and updates call the                    
Central Office at (913) 833-5050 or send an email to                                         

wiseman.stephen@usd377.org. 

Please bring with you:                   
*Birth Certificate 

*Immunization Record 


